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The current policy of Kazakhstan 
on the Korean peninsula

The article deals with the political aspects of international relations 
between Kazakhstan and the Republic of Korea.Thenew trends in political 
cooperation of Astana and Seoul at the present stagewere analyzed.Author 
developed a political approach in the relations between the two countries.
The long-term prospects and the dynamics of the political cooperation 
between the two countries was disclosed.
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Корей түбегіндегі 
Қaзaқстaнның қaзіргі сaясaты

Бұл мaқaлaдa aвтор Қaзaқстaн мен Корея Республикaсының 
aрaсындaғы хaлықaрaлық қатынастардың сaясaттық aспектілерін 
қaрaстырды. Aвтор  қaзіргі кездегі Aстaнa мен Сеулдің экономикaлық 
ынтымaқтaстықтың жaңa үрдістерін тaлдaды. Екі ел aрaсындaғы 
сaясaттық тәсілдеме дaмыды. Болaшaқтaғы aшық ұзaқ уaқыттық ке
лешек пен белсенді сaясaттық және экономикaлық ынтымaқтaстық. 
Екі ел aрaсындa бейбітшілік қaрым-қaтынaс орнaтудa еш бөгет жоқ, 
деп есептейді aвтор.

Түйін сөздер: Корея Республикасы, Қазақстан, халықаралық 
қатынастар, экономикалық ынтымақтастық, солтүстік Корея.

Мен Д.В.

Современнaя политикa 
Кaзaхстaнa нa Корейском  

полуострове

В дaнной стaтье aвтор рaссмотрел политические aспекты меж
дунaродных отношений между Кaзaхстaном и Республикой Кореей. 
Aвтор проaнaлизировaл новые тенденции экономического сотрудни
чествa Aстaны и Сеулa в нaстоящее время. Был рaзвит политический 
подход в отношениях между двумя стрaнaми, открыты длительные 
перспективы и aктивное политическое и экономическое сотрудни
чество в будущем. Aвтор считaет, что нет никaких прегрaд между 
двумя стрaнaми для нaлaживaния дружественных отношений. 

Kлючевые слова: Республика Корея, Казахстан, международные 
отношения, экономические, Северная Корея.
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It is been 23 years since the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of 
Korea. Having become a sovereign nation after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, Kazakhstan faced the geopolitical realities that made ​​ 
dominant in its foreign policy strategy the problem of balanced 
development of relations with the outside world.Havecorrectly 
assessed them, the country continues to claim as an independent 
subject of international law, builds its international relations on the 
basis of the equality, mutual respect and mutual benefit.

The foreign policy is based on an open market economy and 
a democratic political system, internal stability and interethnic 
accord.The basic principles of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy remain 
unchanged; the principles are an activism, balance, pragmatism, 
constructive dialogue and multilateral cooperation.The priorities 
of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy aimed at the development of allied 
relations and mutually beneficial cooperation with other countries.
In addition, Kazakhstan is developing friendly political relationship 
with Asian countries, one of which is the Republic of Korea.

Kazakhstan to the Republic of Korea is very promising and 
dynamically developing country with rich natural resources and a 
large transit-transport potential.The recent events have demonstrated 
the interest of the developed countries in cooperation with 
Kazakhstan.Theincreased economic and political capabilities allow 
Kazakhstan to play a more active and important role in the regional 
integration processes.Thus, Kazakhstan has already become an 
important subject of modern geopolitics of Seoul.

Taking into account the high levels of socio-economic 
development, the available investment opportunities in Kazakhstan 
are ready to contribute to speeding up cooperation with the Republic 
of Korea, actively participate in the reform of the common market, 
to support all areas of integration - the creation of industry consortia, 
joint holdings and investment structures.

The activity of Kazakhstan in the field of Central Asian 
cooperation with the Republic of Korea, the willingness to accept 
the duties and responsibilities are dictated by a sincere desire to 
exploit the potential of Kazakhstan to the benefit of both countries.
Astana and Seoul, united on the basis of common civilized, historical 
features of Asian States, expand its relations not only with each other 
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but at the same time this impulse creates a favorable 
political atmosphere in the Asian continent.

Thus, since the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between Kazakhstan and South Korea 
begin the process of active mutual understanding 
and rapprochement between the two friendly 
countries.Despite the differences in the historical 
past, which concerned virtually the entire spectrum 
of political, economic.social and cultural life of the 
two countries,the absence of any contact for a long 
period, the progress occurred very rapidly in terms 
of development of friendly relationship[1].

One of the significant events was the state visit 
of the President of the Republic of Korea Roh Moo-
hyun to Astana due to the invitation of the President 
of Kazakhstan, N.A.Nazarbayev in September 
2004.It was the first official visit of leadership 
of the Republic of Korea to our country since the 
establishment of diplomatic relations.

The two presidents held talks to discuss a wide 
range of issues concerning bilateral cooperation and 
international issues.As a result of the talks, there 
was signed a Joint Statement of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan and the Republic of Korea, which refers 
to the need for further strengthening of bilateral 
relations in the spirit of friendship and cooperation, 
the concept to a higher level of practical cooperation 
in trade, energy, mineral resources, science and 
technology [2].

Taking into account the current international 
situation, the main focus of Kazakhstan’s foreign 
policy strategy is made ​​on security in Central Asia, an 
effective security system, aimed at preventing non-
traditional threats and challenges of international 
terrorism, religious extremism, drug trafficking, 
illegal migration emanating now from Afghanistan 
and other neighboring region countries.The growing 
economic importance of Asia-Pacific countries, the 
deepening of partnership with the Republic of Korea 
is one of great interest for Kazakhstan.

South Korean President Park GeunHye 
continues its course in a difficult environment where 
leftists perceive her only as a shadow of her father 
Park Chung Hee, as well as the representatives of 
right-wing conservative direction put a spoke in 
her wheel with no less enthusiasm.Park GeunHye 
has not yet managed to fulfill her promises to the 
socio-economic sphere, but her course to restore 
confidence in inter-Korean relations began to give 
the first positive results.There was held inter-Korean 
consultations at high-level, the separated families 
could meet,the Kaesong industrial complex had 
started to work.Seoul hopes that Pak GeunHye will 
not follow the example of Lee Myung-Bak, who 

showed himself as president of the economic, but 
turned into ultra-conservative and rigid conductor of 
provocative policy toward the North. [3]

The policy of Astana and Seoul are found 
on the common values ​​based on the principles of 
democracy and market economy.The two countries 
hold common or similar goals of almost all the 
major issues of international relations, including the 
ones that are related to the area of strengthening the 
regime of nuclear non-proliferation, the fight against 
international terrorism and religious extremism, 
religious conflict settlement. Kazakhstan expresses 
its support for the policy of peace and prosperity, 
conducted by the Republic of Korea and directed to 
the consolidation of peace on the Korean Peninsula, 
as well as supports the position in the peaceful 
settlement of the North Korean nuclear issue through 
dialogue.

A significant role in the development of bilateral 
relations have played official visit of President of 
the Republic of Korea Roh Moo-hyunto Kazakhstan 
(2004), Lee Myung-bak (2010 and 2011)., Park 
Geun-Hye (2014), as well as the visit of President 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan N.A.Nazarbayev 
to Seoul, where they discussed issues of bilateral 
cooperation and international issues, in particular,the 
expansion of trade and investment cooperation, 
joint development of Caspian energy resources, 
activation of direct links between small and medium-
sized businesses, joint ventures, specializing in the 
production of building materials and component 
parts for the oil and gas industry and processing of 
agricultural products.

In the course of bilateral visits there was signed 
a number of intergovernmental documents on the 
peaceful use of nuclear energy, cooperation in the field 
of information and communication, understanding 
and cooperation in the field of energy and mineral 
resources.As a result of the talks, the Joint Statement 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of 
Korea was signed, which emphasized the need for 
further strengthening of bilateral relations in the 
spirit of friendship and cooperation, as well as the 
transition to a higher level of practical cooperation 
in trade, energy, mineral resources, science and 
technology.

The relationship with Seoul in view of its 
economic and political potential, as well as the scale 
of presence in the domestic economy for Astana 
turned into a strategic partnership.Particularly, the 
experience of socio-economic transformation in 
Korea is valuable for Kazakhstan.Using the Korean 
experience can be a valuable tool, which will 
stimulate development of the Kazakhstan economy.
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The increase in the volume of bilateral trade could 
have a positive impact on the overall situation and 
the living standards of the population.

In turn, Seoul is interested in the access to the 
natural resources of Kazakhstan and its sales of 
Korean industrial goods.In Kazakhstan, there are 
more than 300 enterprises with Korean capital, 
of which 48 joint ventures and 62 representative 
offices.In sector-wise, it’s IT sector, the production 
of buses and equipment for oil and gas, chemical 
industry, household appliances and others.

The volume of trade turnover between 
Kazakhstan and Korea is increasing from year to 
year.If in 2003 the volume was $ 170 million, then 
in 2014 it was about $ 1.5 billion.The main items 
of exports from Kazakhstan to the Republic of 
Korea are the raw materials: carbon ferrochrome, 
ferrosilicon, uranium concentrate, steel, rolled 
metal, gold, silver, sodium compounds and other 
chemical raw materials.

The structure of the Kazakh imports include 
electronics, including audio and video equipment, 
televisions, digital computing equipment and 
components, polyester and related petrochemical 
materials, telecommunications equipment, air 
conditioners, window glass, and textile and paper 
products, pharmaceutical and food products, various 
consumer goods.

The fact that Kazakhstan always has a vital 
interests of the Republic of Korea is now virtually 
unquestioned.Nowadays, at the time of acceleration 
of globalization and the rapid growth of the Land 
of Morning Calm, to which most experts predict 
the role of “engine” of global development in XXI 
century, this axiom is particularly relevant.

At the same time it is crucial that not only 
Kazakhstan needs an economically mobile and 
stable Republic of Korea, but also the Republic of 
Korea needs a strong prosperous Kazakhstan.The 
new economic and political uniting the Republic 
of Korea is an indispensable potentially powerful 
factor in the economic development of Kazakhstan.
The key issues of bilateral economic and trade were 
discussed during the June 2014 visit to Astana by the 
President of the Republic of Korea, Park GeunHye.
The results of the negotiations will be the basis for 
further economic and political development between 
Kazakhstan and Korea.

A powerful impetus to the development of 
economic and cultural contacts between the two 
countries was the removal of visa requirements for 
mutual trips of citizens in February 2015.According 
to available information, during the period from 
the beginning of the abolition of visathe stream of 

Kazakh citizens traveling to the Republic of Korea 
increased as well as the number of people from 
Korea visiting our country is also growing.

The situation on the Korean peninsula in recent 
years has less trouble than a year or a few years ago, 
so it causing a certain satisfaction. This applies, 
above all, to inter-Korean relations.

North Korea led by Kim Jong-unis confident 
enough to follow a course in which some changes 
are viewed.Firstly, the young manager showing a 
strong character, and some of his actions recall not 
even Kim Jong Il but Kim Il Sung.He makes it clear 
that he is an independent politician who sets the 
rules by himself, but not under someone`s control.
Secondly, he believes that taking by him a course 
on construction of economy and the nuclear forces 
can protect the North Korea from trials of changing 
the regime as it happened in Iraq and Libya.Unable 
to catch up with their opponents in conventional 
weapons, North Korea relies on asymmetric 
response to a nuclear weapon that allows to direct 
part of the resources of the state in the development 
of the civil sector of the economy [4].Kazakhstan 
has good relationship with both the South and the 
North of the Korean Peninsula, despite the political 
differences between Seoul and Pyongyang.

At the same time Kazakhstan is not indifferent 
to what happening on the Korean peninsula in 
recent years.As you know, in the past few years 
on the Korean peninsula have been an eventful 
confrontation between North and South Korea.The 
situation was full of dynamics of the opposing sides.

Nowadays, Seoul and Pyongyang reached 
a difficult situation; there are another recurrent 
tensions.Kazakhstan calls on all parties to show 
restraint, refraining from action that could further 
aggravate and exacerbate the situation.”South Korea 
and the United States, despite official assurances 
sounded earlier including the promises have not 
reduced the scope of their joint exercises, but attracted 
to the activities of the these maneuvers strategic 
the bombers and nuclear submarines, launched a 
rehearsal of landing operations in unambiguous 
and highly provocative way – “the capture of the 
administrative center of the neighboring state.”It 
is clear that North Korea perceive these actions as 
preparations for an invasion and in turn increases the 
degree of tension, launching the short- and medium-
range missiles, threatening to conduct a new nuclear 
test “[5].

It appears that such a path is unlikely to lead 
to resolving the nuclear and other issues of the 
Korean Peninsula.Based on this, that further delay 
in the negotiations only aggravates the situation, 
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while the Kazakhstan side is continuing its efforts 
to tryi to find a way out of the situation and restart 
the negotiation process.Astana is extremely 
interested in the positive solution of the problem of 
denuclearization.

Thus, all of the above we can conclude – 
Kazakhstan’s foreign policy towards the Korean 
Peninsula is aimed at promoting global security 

stability, the development of mutually beneficial 
integration.The creation of favorable external 
conditions for the fulfillment of strategic objectives 
in both countries by active diplomatic efforts. 
It is notable that the friendly relations without 
compromising its national interests can manifest 
themselves as responsible partners on major 
international issues.
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