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PROSPECTS AND TRENDS IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION
(Chinese approach and China’s role in this organization)

In the context of the constantly changing global geopolitical situation, special attention should be
paid to the analysis of the activities of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), namely, the study
of strategic approaches and the role of China within this multilateral platform.

The purpose of this study is a comprehensive analysis of the prospects and trends in the SCO’s
activities, with special emphasis on identifying strategic priorities and the impact of Chinese policy on
multilateral cooperation in the organization.

The scientific significance of the work lies in an integrated approach to assessing China’s foreign
policy strategy, its economic diplomacy and technological impact on the development of regional coop-
eration. The practical significance is due to the development of recommendations that can optimize and
strengthen the role of the SCO in the international arena.

The research uses methods of analytical review, comparative analysis, case study, as well as SWOT
analysis and scenario planning. Such a multidimensional approach made it possible to objectively assess
the dynamics and vectors of development of multilateral cooperation within the SCO.

The main results of the study indicate the strengthening of Chinese influence in the SCO, which is
manifested through deepening economic ties and infrastructure development. The identified problems
and challenges include the heterogeneity of the interests of the SCO members and external geopolitical
pressures, to overcome which China offers a number of strategic initiatives.

The study makes a significant contribution to understanding the mechanisms of international rela-
tions in the Eurasian region, enriching academic literature with an analysis of current trends in the SCO
activities. The practical significance of the work lies in the formulation of strategic recommendations for
the SCO members, which can contribute to improving the effectiveness of multilateral cooperation and
further integration in various areas of the organization’s activities.

Key words: cooperation, politics, states, international relations, territory, strategy, investment.
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LLlanxai bIHTbIMaKTaCTbIK, ¥bIMbIHbIH, OOAALLIAFDbI
M€eH AaMy TeHAEeHLMSIAApbI
(KbITAMABIK, TACIA XXoHe KbITalAbIH OCbl YHbIMAAFbI POAI)

YHeMi e3repin oTblpaTbiH 8AEMAIK reocascu Karaanaa LllaHxai bIHTbIMaKTacTbIK YiMbIMbIHbIH,
(LLUbIY) kbI3METIH TaaAQy, aTamn anTKaHAQ, OCbl KOMmkakTbl naaTdopma LweHbepiHaeri KbitaiabiH
CTpaTerusAbIK, TOCIAAEPI MEH POAIH 3epAeAey epekllie Ha3ap aysapyFa Aanbik.

byAn 3epTtTeyaiH Makcatbl KpiTaih casicaTbiHblH,  YMAbIMAAFbI  KOMXKAKTbl  bIHTbIMAKTACTbIKKA
CTpaTernsAbik, 6aCbIMAbIKTapbl MEH bIKMAAbIH aHblKTayFa epeklle Hasap ayAapa oTbipbin, LLbIY
KbI3METiHIH MepcrekTMBaAapbl MEH YPAICTEPIH >KaH->KaKTbl TaAAQy BOAbIM TabbIAAAbI.

2KYMBbICTbIH, FIAbIMU MaHbI3AbIAbIFbI KbITalAbIH CbIPTK bl CasiCU CTPATErUSCbiH, OHbIH 3KOHOMMKAABIK,
AUMAOMATUSICbIH >KOHE alfMaKTbIK, bIHTbIMAKTACTbIKTbl AAMbITyFa TEXHOAOIMSIABIK, 9CepiH GaraAayAblH
KeleHAl TaciAiHAe >KaTblp. [pakTrkaablK, MaHbI3AbIAbIFbI LLIBIY-HbIH XaAbIKapaAblK, apeHasaFbl POAIH
OHTaMAAHAbBIPYFa XK8He KyLIenTyre KabGiAeTTi YCbIHbICTapAbl 93ipAeyre 6aiAaHbICTbI.

3epTTey 6apbiCbiHAA aHAAMTUMKAABIK, LLIOAY, KOMMApPaTUBTI TaAAdy, KENC-CTaAM SAICTEpPi, COHAQM-
ak, SWOT Tanaay >KeHe CUeHapuiiai >KOCNapAay 8AICTePI KOAAAHBIAAbL. MyHAQM Ker acnekTiAi TaciA
LUbIY asicbiHA@FbI KOMXKaKTbl bIHTbIMAKTACTbIKTbIH, AAMYy AMHAMMKACbl MEH BEKTOPAAPbIH OObEKTUBTI
Gararayra MyMKIHAIK 6epAi.

3epTTeyAiH  Herisri  HOTMXEeAepi  3KOHOMMKAAbIK,  0aAaHbICTapAbl  TEPEHAETY  >KOHe
WMH(PAKYPbIABIMABI AAMbITY apkbiAbl KepiHeTiH LLIblY-ra KbITalAbIK bIKMaAAbIH KYLIEIOIH KOpCeTeAi.
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AHbIKTaAFaH npobAaemanap MeH cbiH-katepaepre LLIbIY mylieAepiHiH MyAAEAepiHiH reTeporeHAiAiri
>KBHE CbIPTKbl Feocasich KbiChbIMAAP >aTaAbl, OAAPAbI KeHy yiiH KpiTai 6ipkatap cTtpaternsabik, 6a-
CTaMaAapAbl YCbIHAAbI.

3eptTey Eypasus aiiMarbiHAQFbl XaAbIKQPAAbIK, KATbIHACTAPAbIH TETIKTEPIH TYCIHYre alnTapAbIKTain
YAEC KOCaAbl, akaAeMMSAbIK aaebmeTTepai LLIBIY kbisMeTiHAeri 3amaHaym ypAicTepai TaapaymeH
GanbiTaabl. JKyMbICTbIH, MPAKTMKAABbIK, MaHbI3AbIAbIFbI LLIBIY KaTbiCyliblA@pbl YLLiH CTpaTervsAbIK,
YCbIHbICTApAbI  TY>KbIPbIMAQY OOAbIN TabbiAaAbl, OYA KOMKAKTbl bIHTbIMAKTACTBIKTbIH TUIMAIAITiH
apTTbIpyFa >KOHEe YIMbIM KbIBMETIHIH OpTYPAI CaraAapblHAQ OAQH ©pi MHTerpaumsiaayfa biKMaa eTyi
MYMKIH.

Ty#iiH ce3aep: bIHTBIMAKTACTbIK, CascaT, MEMAEKETTep, XaAblKapaAbIK, KaTblHACTap, aymMak, CTpa-
Terns, MHBeCTUUMS.
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[MepcnekTuBbI M TEHAEHL MU Pa3BUTUS AESITEAbHOCTHU
Lllanxaickor Oprannsaummn CoTpyaHMYecTBa
(KMTAMCKUIA MOAXOA M poAb KuTasi B 3TOM opraHM3aLmm)

B YCAOBMSIX MOCTOSIHHO MEHSIOLLLEICS MUPOBOW rEOMOAUTUYECKON CUTYaLmMn 0coboe BHUMaHME 3a-
CAY>XKMBAeT aHaAmn3 pedTeAbHOCTM LLlaHxarckon opraHunsaumm cotpyanmuectsa (LLOC), a uMeHHO mn3-
yueHue CTpaTernvyecknx NoAXoAOB 1 poAr Kntas B pamkax 3TOM MHOFOCTOPOHHEN NAaT(OpMbl.

LleAblo AQHHOrO MCCAEAOBAHMS SIBASIETCS BCECTOPOHHMIA aHAaAM3 NEePCrNeKTUB U TEHAEHLMI B Aes-
TeabHocTH LLIOC, ¢ 0co6biM YyNOpOM Ha BbISIBAEHME CTpATermyecknx NpUopuUTETOB U BAUSIHUS KUTal-
CKOWM MOAUMTUKM Ha MHOFOCTOPOHHEE COTPYAHMYECTBO B OPraHn3aLmm.

HayuHas 3HauMMOCTb PaboTbl 3aKAKOUAETCS B KOMIMAEKCHOM MOAXOAE K OLIEHKE BHELLUHENOAUTUYE-
ckom cTpatermn Kutasi, ero 3SKOHOMMYECKOM AMMAOMATMM M TEXHOAOTMYECKOrO BO3AEMCTBUS Ha pas-
BUTME PETMOHAALHOIO COTPYAHMYecTBa. [pakTuyeckas 3HaUMMOCTb 06YCAOBAEHA BbIpabOTKOM PeKo-
MEHAQALLMIA, CMOCOBHBIX OMTUMM3UPOBATL U YCUAUTL POAb LLIOC Ha MexXAYHapOAHOI apeHe.

B pamkax MCCAEAOBaHMS MCMOAb30BaHbl METOAbI AHAAMTMYECKOrO 0630pa, KOMNAPATUBHOIO aHa-
AM3a, Kenc-ctaam, a Takke SWOT-aHaAM3 1 cLeHapHOoe NAaHMpoBaHKMe. Takoi MHOroacnekTHbIN MoA-
XOA MO3BOAUA OOBEKTUBHO OLIEHUTb AMHAMMKY M BEKTOPbI Pa3BUTUSI MHOFOCTOPOHHErO COTPYAHUYe-
cTBa B pamkax LLOC.

OCHOBHble pe3yAbTaTbl MCCAEAOBAHMS YKA3bIBAIOT HA YCUAEHME KMTancKkoro BansaHus B LLIOC,
YTO MPOSIBASETCSI Yepe3 YrAyOAeHWe 3KOHOMMYECKMX CBS3er M pa3BuTMe MHPACTPYKTYpbl. Bbl-
SIBA€HHble NMPOO6GAEMbI U BbI30Bbl BKAIOYAIOT Pa3HOPOAHOCTb MHTepecoB YAeHoB LLIOC u BHeluHue
reonoOAMTUYECKME AABAEHWS, AAS MPEOAOAeHMS KOTOpbIX KuTai npeaAaraer psa CTpaTernveckmx
MHWULUMATUB.

MccaepoBaHMe BHOCUT 3HAUMTEAbHDBIA BKAQA B MOHMMAHME MEXAHM3MOB MEXAYHAPOAHbBIX OTHO-
weHnin B EBpa3uinckom pervoHe, oboraiias akaAeM1UYecKyo AUTEPATYpy aHaAM30M COBPEMEHHbIX TE€H-
AeHumit B aedteabHocTr LLIOC. IMpakTnueckoe 3HadeHne paboTbl 3akAlOYaeTCs B (hOPMYAMPOBAHMM
CTpaTermuyeckmx peKoMeHAaLMii A yudacTHrkoB LLIOC, 4To MOXKeT crnoco6CTBOBaTh MOBbILIEHMIO (-
(eKTMBHOCTM MHOTOCTOPOHHErO COTPYAHMUYECTBA M AAAbHENMLLIEA MHTErpaumm B pasAnyHbIX chepax
AESTEAbHOCTM OpraHu3aumm.

KatoueBble cA0Ba: COTPYAHMYECTBO, MOAMTMKA, FOCYAAPCTBA, MEXKAYHAPOAHbIE OTHOLLEHWS, Tep-
puTOpK1d, CTpaTerus, MHBECTULIMS.

Introduction

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO),
founded in 2001, is an international multilateral
alliance that includes China, Russia and several
other Asian countries. Over the past two decades,
the SCO has played a significant role in promoting
regional security and economic development of its
members. China, one of the founders and key SCO
countries, defines and forms a significant part of the

organization’s policies and initiatives, emphasizing
the importance of cooperation.

Relevance. In the context of an ever-changing
world order, where new economic and political blocs
are playing an ever-increasing role, the relevance of
studying multilateral regional organizations, such
as the SCO, is significantly increasing. The SCO
is a unique example of trans-regional cooperation,
especially given China’s growing influence in
international relations. The analysis of the Chinese
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approach to the development of the SCO’s activities
makes it possible to identify not only trends in
China’s own policy, but also changes in the structure
of international security and economic cooperation
in Asia.

While there are studies covering various aspects
of the SCO’s activities, there is no comprehensive
analysis of the Chinese contribution to its
development, which underlines the relevance of
this topic. This is justified by the fact that China, as
one of the leading members of the SCO, plays a key
role in determining the strategy and dynamics of the
development of this organization.

The object of the study is the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization in the context of
international relations, and the subject is the
activities of the SCO with an emphasis on the
Chinese approach and the influence of China.

The problem of the study is related to the fact that
the dynamic development of international relations
and China’s foreign policy priorities lead to the
emergence of new challenges and opportunities
for the SCO. Difficulties arise due to differences
in the interests and goals of the organization’s
members, as well as due to external pressures,
including geopolitical tensions and economic
sanctions, which requires a deep understanding of
China’s role as the dominant player in shaping the
response to these challenges. In addition, there is a
lack of comprehensive studies capable of assessing
the long-term consequences of Chinese policy for
the future of the SCO, which this work seeks to
correct.

Novelty. The study will focus on the analysis
of the Chinese approach to the development of
the SCO, taking into account the latest trends in
China’s foreign policy, including in the context of
the «One Belt, One Road» initiative. Considering
China’s role in the dynamics of the SCO through the
prism of new economic projects and initiatives is a
new scientific task that will deepen understanding
of the principles of China’s foreign policy and the
strategy of its interaction with the SCO member
states.

The main purpose of the study is to analyze the
prospects and trends in the development of SCO
activities with an emphasis on the Chinese approach
and China’s role in this organization. To achieve
this goal , the following tasks were defined:

- Identify China’s strategic interests and
priorities within the SCO;

- To consider the impact of Chinese economic
policy on the development of projects within the
SCO;
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- Analyze trends in the development of
multilateral cooperation in the SCO under the
influence of China;

- To identify the problems and challenges faced
by the SCO and the possibilities of overcoming
them, taking into account the Chinese approach;

- To make predictions about the future of
the SCO, taking into account global geopolitical
changes and China’s position as a leading power in
the organization.

The significance of the work lies in an attempt
to systematize and analyze the activities of one
of the key regional international organizations
through the prism of the influence of the dominant
state on it. The results obtained in the course of the
study can be used to develop recommendations
for the state policy of the SCO member states, as
well as to determine the strategic directions of the
development of the organization itself. The practical
value of the study is expressed in the possibility of
applying its findings in the decision-making process
at the international level, as well as in the ability to
provide analytical tools for further study of regional
integration processes and multilateral relations.

Literary review. Studies conducted in recent
years have focused on how China uses the SCO as
a platform to promote its strategic interests in the
region, especially in the context of the New Silk
Road and the integration of Eurasian economies.

The work of Lezheng Ch says that the SCO is
the main platform of China’s influence in Central
Asia. The peculiarity of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization is that it is not another Western
organization that China needs to knock on the door to
apply for membership; it is, in fact, an organization
created by Beijing to promote regional interests,
therefore it occupies a special position in Asian
international relations and China’s foreign policy.
Precisely because the organization represents a new
non-Western concept in international relations, it
has played an important role in the development
of cooperation between China and the countries of
Central Asia and the promotion of China’s main
security goals in the region. For example, China’s
main concern in Central Asia is the territorial
integrity and deterrence of attempts to split East
Turkestan in Xinjiang. The SCO has not only stabi-
lized China’s borders with the countries of Central
Asia, but also provided China with the cooperation
in the field of regional security necessary to main-
tain its territorial integrity (Ljechzhjen, 2021: 5).

In his collection, S.K. Kushkumbayev noted that
in the current century, many experts position China
as a new world economic and, accordingly, political
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center. Despite the unprecedented economic growth
noted by almost all experts, China, nevertheless,
tries not to demonstrate its increased capabilities.
This is what arouses interest, attracts or alarms the
near neighbors, Asian countries, the EU and the
USA (Kushkumbaev, 2022: 95).

A. Amrebayev noted in his article that China
and Russia have also promoted and proposed many
new initiatives to organize regional security, in-
cluding the CICA summit initiated by Kazakhstan.
Kazakhstan is a de facto participant in almost all
such “non-Western initiatives”, including the Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization, the Eurasian
Economic Union and a number of economic insti-
tutions, including the Chinese-sponsored Asian In-
frastructure Investment Bank and the Belt and Road
Initiative (Amrebaev, 2022: 1).

According to G.A. Kalandarshoev, “the SCO is
not a military bloc, but an organization that oper-
ates in all important social, political and economic
areas” (Kalandarshoev, 2020: 108).

Ho D. believes that China’s landmarks in the
East, such as Taiwan, relations with North Korea,
Japan and a number of neighbors in Southeast Asia
are also of particular interest to the country. This is
due to the Chinese strategy of ensuring the security
of'its western provinces, which is based on the inter-
nal foundations of economic development and eth-
nic assimilation. The fruits of this expansion have
begun to manifest themselves in recent years, when
China has become a major player in the energy sec-
tor of Central Asia. Among the measures taken is
the construction of an oil pipeline from Kazakhstan
to Xinjiang. China also signed an agreement on the
construction of a gas pipeline from Turkmenistan
and acquired a stake in the Caspian oil fields (Ho,
2022: 88).

Larin considers the SCO as a multilateral plat-
form within which China invests in existing regional
institutions, strengthens cooperation between them
and creates new institutions. The SCO is an effective
tool for implementing China’s economic develop-
ment in the Eurasian region. This also includes Chi-
na’s continued investment in research and capacity
building on topics relevant to the SCO. An example
is the Chinese National Institute of School Interna-
tional Exchange and Judicial Cooperation, which
was established under President Xi Jinping (Larin,
2016: 69).

K.P. Kurylev noted that as part of the promo-
tion of the concept of “Greater Eurasia”, Russia
has begun to strive for closer cooperation with
other Asian states, while expanding cooperation
with China remains a priority. The SCO is seen as a

negotiating platform for a Large Eurasian Partner-
ship, provided that it turns from a purely regional
organization into a discussion forum. China and
Russia’s continued commitment to the SCO also
seems likely against the background of their com-
mon partnership: Russia is not only a reliable part-
ner in the SCO, but also in other international and
regional organizations and initiatives led by China,
such as the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(Kurylev, 2020: 627).

The topic of regional trade and economic coop-
eration in the SCO is being promoted by China with-
in the framework of the Action Plan for 2023-2027
on the implementation of the provisions of the Trea-
ty on Long-term Good—Neighborliness, Friendship
and Cooperation of the SCO member states. China
proposes to implement joint projects in the field of
trade, investment, infrastructure construction, sup-
ply chain support, scientific innovation, artificial
intelligence, intensify work on linking the Belt and
Road initiative with national development strate-
gies, expand multilateral and sub-regional coopera-
tion, and create additional growth points (Kulincev,
2023: 328).

Research Methodology

An integrated approach combining qualitative
and quantitative research methods is used to analyze
the prospects and trends in the development of SCO
activities with an emphasis on the role of China.
The methodological base is based on the following
methods:

1. Analytical review of the literature:

- Study of official documents of the SCO, includ-
ing communiques, declarations and summit reports;

- Analyze scientific publications, articles and
monographs devoted to Chinese foreign policy and
SCO activities;

- Use of statistical data and economic reports
to assess the impact of China on economic projects
within the organization.

2. Comparative analysis:

- Comparison of China’s strategies and priorities
with the goals of other key SCO member states to
identify similarities and differences;

- Comparison of the dynamics of the SCO de-
velopment before and after a significant increase in
China’s participation in the organization’s projects;

3. Case study (analysis of specific cases):

- In-depth study of individual SCO projects and
initiatives to which China makes the greatest con-
tribution;

- Analysis of precedents of effective response
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to challenges and problems within the organization
with the involvement of Chinese experience.

4. SWOT analysis:

- Assessment of strengths and weaknesses,
opportunities and threats for the SCO in the context
of China’s participation.

5. Scenario analysis:

Development of several scenarios for the
development of events within the SCO, taking into
account various vectors of Chinese policy.

The methodology also involves the use of
quantitative methods, such as statistical analysis,
to assess China’s economic contribution to SCO
projects, and qualitative methods, in particular,
content analysis of diplomatic rhetoric and political
declarations to understand China’s changing role
in the organization. This comprehensive approach
will allow to achieve maximum objectivity and
reliability in the conclusions of the study.

Results and discussion

1. Analysis of China’s strategic interests and
priorities within the SCO. To begin with, it is
important to understand the historical context in
which China contributed to the creation of the
SCO. This will allow us to catch the initial strategic
plans of China. The SCO emerged at the turn of the
century as a platform aimed at strengthening trust
and cooperation between the countries of Eurasia
after the collapse of the Soviet Union. For China,
the SCO has become a tool for ensuring stability on
the western borders and a platform for promoting its
economic interests. In the economic sphere, China
considers the SCO as an important channel for the
implementation of its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
aimed at creating transport corridors that increase
trade turnover and investment in the region (Chao,
2022: 293). China seeks to use the SCO to expand its
economic influence in Central Asia and strengthen
its status as a global economic power. In the political
and security fields, China, through the SCO, is trying
to counteract three “evils” — terrorism, separatism
and extremism. These problems directly concern
China, especially in the context of the situation in
Xinjiang. China uses the SCO as a platform for
cooperation in the field of security, strengthening
borders and stabilizing the region. At the socio-
cultural level, China is interested in spreading its soft
power through cultural influence and educational
exchanges within the SCO (Muratovich, 2021: 653).
The support of Confucian institutes and educational
programs in the SCO member states serves this
purpose. From a geopolitical point of view, the SCO
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is a mechanism for China to strengthen regional
leadership and counterbalance the influence of other
powers, including Russia and the United States. It
also allows China to demonstrate a new model of
international relations that advocate multipolarity
and rejection of the dominance of one superpower.
China supports the development of environmentally
sustainable approaches within the SCO, increasing
cooperation in the field of environmental safety
and energy efficiency. Initiatives such as green
energy projects not only contribute to improving
the environmental situation in the region, but
also open up new opportunities for Chinese
leadership in the field of environmentally friendly
technologies. Technological leadership is also
among China’s priorities within the SCO (Popovic,
2018: 73). The development of cooperation in the
field of high technologies, including the digital
economy, artificial intelligence and cybersecurity,
corresponds to China’s desire to form a new
world order in which technological standards and
regulations will be established taking into account
China’s interests.

Over time, China’s domestic political goals may
also change its approach to the SCO. For example,
strengthening internal political stability and national
unity may require strengthening regional security
and combating cross-border crime through the SCO
mechanisms.

In the context of the SCO governance, China
promotes the principles of non-interference in
internal affairs, equality and mutual respect for
the sovereignty of the participating countries. This
allows China to form the image of a responsible
power interested in maintaining stability and
peace in the region. Finally, China uses the SCO
as an adaptive tool for assessing and responding to
global changes, including economic crises, political
shifts and new security threats. At the same time,
China seeks to lead in the process of adapting the
organization to new challenges, strengthening its
international influence (Rab, 2019: 166).

Taken together, China’s strategic interests
and priorities in the SCO can be described as
multifaceted and dynamically developing. China
seeks to use the SCO as a platform for deepening
regional integration in the economic, political,
security and cultural spheres.

2. The impact of Chinese economic policy on the
development of projects within the SCO. The main
project through which China influences economic
development within the SCO is the One Belt,
One Road initiative. This large-scale multilateral
developing program involves the creation of
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new trade corridors and infrastructure facilities
connecting China with other Eurasian countries.
BRI projects include the construction of roads,
railways, ports and power plants that promise to
contribute to economic growth in the region. China
is the largest source of investment within the SCO.
The country uses its significant foreign exchange
reserves and financial institutions, such as the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the
Silk Road Fund, to provide loans and investments
in infrastructure and industrial projects in the SCO
member states (Fredholm, 2013: 38).

China is actively working to improve trade
relations within the SCO, promoting the idea of
creating free trade zones and simplifying trade
procedures. This strengthens trade ties and opens up
new markets for Chinese goods and services. The
infrastructure projects initiated by China within the
framework of the SCO not only serve to improve
connectivity between the member countries, but
also open doors for Chinese construction companies
and suppliers of materials, contributing to the
expansion of foreign trade and deepening economic
ties (Yuan, 2010: 855). China’s energy strategy
within the SCO also includes cooperation in the
field of renewable energy sources and cross-border
energy transmission projects. The creation of joint
ventures and agreements on the exploitation of
energy resources, such as large oil and gas projects
in Central Asia, ensures energy security for China
and contributes to its geopolitical and economic
interests in the region.

China is actively promoting the development of
the digital economy within the SCO, in particular
through initiatives such as the Digital Silk Road.
This involves cooperation in the field of digital
infrastructure, e-commerce, and strengthening
cybersecurity. Foreign direct investment (FDI) from
China to the SCO countries is increasing, which
contributes to the development of local economies
and the strengthening of ties between China and
the member countries. This allows China not only
to gain economic benefits, but also to strengthen its
strategic position in the region. Chinese economic
policy has a significant impact on the development
of projects within the SCO. China uses its economic
resources to promote its strategic interests and
integrate the regions of Central and South Asia.
Financing, investment, infrastructure construction,
energy security and the development of the digital
economy are key areas (Dadabaev, 2014: 102).

3. Analysis of trends in the development of
multilateral cooperation in the SCO under the
influence of China. Under the influence of China in

the SCO, there is a strengthening of economic ties
between the member countries. China offers large-
scale infrastructure projects that link the economies
of the participating countries, and creates new
platforms for economic dialogue and integration,
for example, through forums for discussing trade,
investment and financing issues. One of the key
trends is the development of transport infrastructure,
which provides communication between the SCO
member states. China is actively investing in the
construction of roads, railways and ports, which
makes it possible to increase trade volumes and
simplify logistics. China is actively involved in
the creation and expansion of energy networks in
the region, which allows participating countries
to diversify energy sources and improve energy
security.

This includes projects for the construction of oil
and gas pipelines, as well as joint initiatives in the
field of renewable energy sources.

Under the influence of China, the SCO pays
great attention to security issues, including the
fight against terrorism, separatism and extremism.
The organization implements multilateral exercises
and operations aimed at increasing readiness to
respond to security threats. China encourages the
exchange of cultural and educational initiatives,
which contributes to the strengthening of soft power
and mutual understanding between the peoples of
the participating countries. This includes cultural
festivals, educational exchanges and language
courses. In recent years, China’s efforts in the field
of humanitarian cooperation and medical assistance
have become more visible, including through the
provision of assistance in the fight against cross-
border diseases and in cases of natural disasters.

China initiates and supports joint research
projects, innovative partnerships and technology
exchange within the SCO. Special attention is paid
to digitalization, development and implementation
of new information technologies, creation of
common standards and protocols in the field of
cybersecurity. China supports the strengthening
of the SCO’s institutional mechanisms for more
effective management and coordination of
multilateral initiatives. This means developing
legal frameworks and procedures that allow the
organization to respond effectively to challenges and
implement common projects. China’s contribution
to the SCO is also reflected in the promotion of
the ideas of social responsibility and sustainable
development. The need to ensure social stability
and environmental sustainability in the process of
economic growth is emphasized, which corresponds
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to both global trends and China’s domestic policy.

The trends in the development of multilateral
cooperation in the SCO under the strong influence
of China show the country’s deep commitment to
deepening cooperation in various fields, which
reflects its desire to create a balanced and stable
Eurasian security and economic architecture.
China acts as a catalyst for multilateral initiatives,
contributing to the formation of a single economic
space and strengthening regional integration, which
makes the SCO one of the key platforms in its
foreign policy and geopolitical strategy.

4. Problems and challenges faced by the SCO,
and the possibilities of overcoming them, taking into
account the Chinese approach.

e One of the main challenges for the SCO is
the heterogeneity of its members, who differ in
economic indicators, political regimes, cultures
and interests. This leads to difficulties in reaching
consensus and deepening integration. The Chinese
approach: Promoting the principle of “non-binding
consensus”’, which allows countries to choose the
level of their participation in specific projects. China
is also actively using bilateral mechanisms to deepen
relations with individual countries within the SCO.

e The influence of various geopolitical players,
especially Russia and the United States, creates
tension within the organization and makes it
difficult to make unified decisions. The Chinese
approach: Support for multilateralism and collective
leadership in the SCO to neutralize unilateral actions
of individual states and strengthen the independence
of the organization.

e Terrorism, extremism and separatism pose
significant challenges for the SCO countries,
requiring coordinated efforts to ensure regional
stability. The Chinese approach: Initiation and
support of multilateral anti-terrorist exercises,
strengthening of intelligence cooperation and
exchange of information on security issues.

e Different levels of economic development
and inconsistencies in the economic policies of the
SCO members may hinder integration and mutual
economic growth. The Chinese approach: Creation
of funds to finance regional projects and provision
of loans on preferred terms to stimulate the
development of less developed member countries.

e Territorial disputes and conflicts on the
borders between some SCO member states threaten
internal solidarity and trust within the organization.
The Chinese approach: Offering the role of mediator
and participating in negotiation processes to resolve
disputes, as well as promoting initiatives aimed
at economic integration, which can help mitigate
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territorial contradictions.

e The SCO is perceived primarily as a regional
organization, which limits its ability to influence
broader global processes and international politics.
The Chinese approach: Expanding the SCO’s
dialogue with other international and regional
structures, including the UN, ASEAN and others,
as well as initiating large-scale multilateral projects
that can attract attention in the international arena.

e Some SCO member states face external
pressures, including economic sanctions, which
may complicate cooperation and interaction within
the organization. The Chinese approach: Promoting
the principles of non-interference and sovereign
equality, as well as using its economic resources to
support countries that have been sanctioned through
bilateral agreements and assistance in circumventing
sanctions.

China, taking advantage of its economic
influence and strategic vision, can contribute to
overcoming a number of problems and challenges
faced by the SCO. Key areas include strengthening
integration processes, supporting multilateral
security standards, expanding economic and cultural
cooperation, as well as improving the global status
of the organization. By upholding the principles
of respect for sovereignty and equality, China
contributes to stabilization.

Based on this information, we will conduct
a SWOT analysis: Assessment of strengths and
weaknesses, opportunities and threats for the SCO
in the context of China’s participation (Table 1).

China plays a key role in the SCO, both in terms
of resources and capabilities, and in the context of
challenges and risks. China’s positive contribution
is to stimulate economic growth and strengthen
security. At the same time, the organization should
pay attention to the management of risks associated
with political and economic challenges, as well as
strive for a balance of interests between all member
countries for the sustainable development of regional
cooperation.

5. Forecasts of the future of the SCO, taking into
account global geopolitical changes and China’s
position as a leading power in the organization.
It is predicted that China will continue to support
economic initiatives within the SCO, which will
lead to closer economic integration between the
member countries. The SCO economic corridor
may become an addition to the global BRI project,
which will strengthen China’s economic influence
in Eurasia. Given China’s emphasis on security
within the SCO, it can be assumed that efforts to
combat terrorism, extremism and separatism will be
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strengthened. A more effective multilateral security
system, including cybersecurity, can be created. The
SCO s likely to look for ways to expand its influence

China’s participation

beyond Eurasia, possibly through interaction with
other international organizations.

Table 1 — SWOT analysis for the SCO in the context of

Strengths

Weaknesses

- China has significant financial resources that can be used to
support various projects and initiatives within the SCO.

- China is actively promoting infrastructure construction
projects, which strengthens connectivity between member

- China’s involvement increases the SCO’s international status
and its weight in international affairs.

- The SCO, thanks to China, is able to develop trans-regional
ties, especially taking into account the «One Belt, One Road»
initiative.

countries and contributes to the economic growth of the region.

- Internal political differences between member countries can
lead to conflicts and difficulties in decision-making.

- The SCO can be perceived as an instrument of Chinese
foreign policy, which reduces its attractiveness for non-Chinese
members.

- China’s dominance can lead to uneven development within
the organization, where some countries may feel a lack of
attention to their interests.

Opportunities

Threats

- With China’s help, the SCO can stimulate regional economic
integration and development by attracting investment and
technology.

- The SCO has the potential to become a platform for
promoting international initiatives such as combating climate
change and sustainable development.

- Joint efforts in the field of security can lead to the creation of
effective mechanisms to counter terrorism and extremism.

- The SCO member states, especially China, may face pressure
from other major powers, which may complicate cooperation.
- Differences in the strategic goals of China and other member
countries can lead to tension in relations within the organization
and in its foreign policy.

- Unresolved territorial disputes and disagreements between
the SCO member states may worsen in the event of increased
pressure from China, which could potentially lead to division
within the organization.

- The association of the SCO with the Chinese initiative «One
Belt, One Road» may cause criticism due to accusations of
creating «debt traps» for weaker economies, which could
undermine the reputation of both China and the SCO as a
whole.

The development of scenarios for the future of
the SCO in the context of Chinese politics makes
it possible to foresee various trajectories of the
organization’s development.

Scenario 1: Consolidation and deepening of
cooperation

Background:

- Continuation of China’s economic growth
policy.

- Stable internal political situation in China.

- Successful implementation of the «One Belt,
One Road» initiative.

Developments:
- China is actively investing in SCO projects,
strengthening  infrastructure  connectivity and

economic cooperation.
- China is strengthening its position as a mediator
in resolving regional conflicts.

- The SCO gets more opportunities to influence
world politics due to the coordination of the positions
of its members.

Result:

The SCO is becoming a more integrated and
influential bloc, able to compete with other regional
organizations and even exert influence at the global
level.

Scenario 2: Internal tensions and disagreements

Background:

- The slowdown in China’s economic growth.

- The emergence of territorial disputes between
the SCO member states.

- The growing international isolation of China
due to conflicts with the West.

Developments:

- China restricts its investments in the SCO due
to internal economic problems.
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- There are conflicts of interest in the SCO,
aggravated by the lack of clear leadership of China.

- Lack of coordination leads to a decrease in the
effectiveness of joint projects.

Result:

The SCO is facing problems in realizing its
goals, its global influence is decreasing, and internal
fragmentation is growing.

Scenario 3: Adaptation and flexibility

Background:

- Instability of the world economy and politics.

- The growth of nationalism in the SCO member
states.

- Intensification of competition with other
powers, such as India, Russia and Western countries.

Developments:

- China is adopting a more flexible strategy,
allowing the SCO member states more autonomy in
the implementation of projects.

- The SCO is reforming its structure to better
reflect the interests of all members, not just
China.

- China and the SCO are actively looking for
new international partners for cooperation.

Result:

The SCO is becoming more flexible and
adaptive to changing global conditions, which
increases its stability and ability to external and
internal cooperation. The Organization promotes a
multipolar world order and strengthens its role as an
important international player.

These scenarios are conditional models of the
development of events and are based on current
trends and available information. The actual
future of the SCO will depend on many variables,
including political decisions, economic factors and
socio-cultural dynamics both within the member
states and in the international arena.

Conclusion

In the course of our research, a comprehensive
analysis of the activities of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) was carried out, special attention
was paid to the role and strategic interests of China
within this multilateral structure. We have assessed
how Chinese economic policy and the desire for
regional leadership shape the current projects and
initiatives of the SCO. The analysis also revealed the
main trends in the development of the organization,
which are inextricably linked with Chinese
geopolitical ambitions and economic strategy.

The study highlighted the complexities and
challenges the SCO is currently facing, including
internal disagreements and external challenges. At
the same time, possible ways of overcoming them
were identified, where the Chinese approach can
play a key role, in particular through strengthening
investment activity, infrastructure development and
strengthening international diplomacy.

Based on scenario analysis, we have proposed
several possible directions for the development of the
SCO, taking into account various vectors of Chinese
policy. From deepening economic integration to
adapting to global changes, each scenario reflects
the potential trajectories that an organization can
move along.

Finally, the future of the SCO looks promising,
but at the same time it is unpredictable and requires
flexibility, strategic planning and balanced consid-
eration of multiple interests. China, which occupies
a central place in the organization, will continue to
influence its development. Nevertheless, only mul-
tilateral efforts and joint work of all SCO members
will be able to guarantee the realization of its po-
tential as an effective mechanism for regional and
international cooperation.
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