ISSN 1563-0226, eISSN 2617-1864 srreicTany cepuscel. Ned (103) 2022 https://bulletin-orientalism.kaznu.kz

IRST 327(590); 355 https://doi.org/10.26577/J0S.2022.v103.i4.09

3 3
K. Rakhimova*“<, B. Batyrkhan “~

Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Kazakhstan, Almaty
*e-mail: kalamkas-72@mail.ru

HISTORIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE INTELLECTUAL
LIFE OF IRAN IN THE LATE XIX - 1ST HALF
OF THE XX CENTURY

The investigation is devoted to the analysis of the sources related the topic of the scientific research.
In the introduction, the author focuses on the events of the 19-th century and comments on the political
situation in the Iranian country. The article reviews and informs about the problems and events that have
arisen in the country as a result of these political processes.

In the main part of the article, the sources under the topic are divided into three groups for investiga-
tion. It examines the research studies published at different times and focuses on their original value. Par-
ticularly special attention is paid to works on the history of Iran, displaying the relief of events “from time
immemorial to the present day” as valuable sources of the research under investigation. The next most
important source highlighted in the article is the study of Iranian researchers on the events of that period.

In conclusion, the author says that in the future, these sources will be studied in the research work,
depending on the level of source study significance, and a historical comparative analysis will be carried
out.

The article provides a historiographic comparative analysis of the sources. The aim of the research
work is to determine the bibliographic base of the research work.

The scientific and practical significance of the article lies in the identification of source materials and
disclosure of the source value of future research work. In the research work, guided by the conclusions
obtained in the article, a plan of the future work program is drawn up, which will be supplemented in
the course of the research.

Key words: Iran, “political game”, source, source study, intelligentsia, modernization, intellectual
movement.
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XIX FacbIpAbIH asiFbl MeH XX FacbIpAbIH, 6acbIHAAFbI
UpaHHbIH, 3USAITKEPAIK OMipiHe TapMXHAMAADBIK, LLIOAY

Makanaaa FblAbIMM 3€PTTEY XKYMbIChIHbIH TaK biPbIObIHA KATbICTbl AEPEKKO3AEPre TAAAQY SKACAAFAH.
ABTopAap XIX racbip OKuFaAapbiHa TOKTaAbIM, MpaH eAiHiH casicn axyaabiHa TycCiHikteme 6epeai. Ocbl
CasiCu YAepicTep HOTUXKECIHAE eAAe TybIHAAFaH MBCEAEAEP MEH OKMFaAapFa TOKTAAAAbI.

MakaAaHblH, Heri3ri 6eAiIMI TakbIpbIn asiCbIHAAFbI AEPEKKO3AEPAI YLl TOMKa GOAIN KapacTbipaAbl.
OPTYPAI KE3EHAEPAE >KAPbIK, KOPreH eHBeKTepAi 3epAeAen, AepeKHaMaAbIK, MaHbI3blHA TOKTAAAADI.
Ocipece, KyHAbl Aepekkesaep peTiHAe WMpaH TapuxblHA apHaAFaH bIKbIAbIM 3aMaHHaH OyriHri
KYHre AeniHri okurarap 6eaepiH GeiriHeAaereH eHbexkTepre epekiie Haszap ayAapaabl.Keaeci kesekte
3epTTey >KYMbIChI YLLUIH KYHABIAbIFbI >KaFbIHAaH aibIpbIKLLa OPbIH aAaTbliH AepeKkKke3Aep peTiHae MpaH
3epTTeyuiAepi eHOeKTepi KapacTbiPbIAAAbI.

Makanapa Aepkke3aepre TapMxHaMaAbIK, CAAbICTbIPMAAbI-CAAFAaCTbIPMaAbl 8AIC apKbIAbl TAAAQYAAD
XKyprisiaeai. XKXyMbICTbIH MaKcaTbl — 3epTTey XKYMbICbIHbIH, 61OGAMOrpacmsAblK, 6a3acbiH aHbIKTay.

MakaaaHbIH FbIAbIMU MPAKTUKAABIK, MaHbI3bl — G0AALLIAK, FbIABIMM 3€PTTEY XKYMbIChIHbIH AEPEKKO3AIK
MaTepraAAapbiH aHbIKTar, AepeKHaMaAblK, MaHbI3blH auly. 3epTTey >KYMbICbIHAA MaKaAaAad aAblHFaH
KOPbITbIHABIAAPABI 6ACLIBIABIKKA aAblM, HOAALIAKTAFbI XKXYMbIC 6aF AQPAAMACBIHbIH, XOCMApPbl KYPbIAAAbI
>KBHE OA KOPbITbIHABIAAD 3epTTeyAep 6apbICbiIHAA TOAbIKTbIPbIAATbIH 6OAQABI.

KopbiTa keae, GOAallaKTa fbiAbIMMA 3EPTTEY >KYMbICTA OYA AEPEKKO3AEPAIH AEPEKHAMAAbIK,
AEHrerAepiHe Kapam 3epAEAeHirn, TapUXM CaAbICTbIPMAAbl TAAAAYAAP >KYPri3iAeTiH GOAAADI.

Tyiiin ce3aep: MpaH, «cascu oMiblH», AepeKkkes, AepeKkHama, 3MSAbl KayblM, <MOAEPHM3aLMS»,

UHTEAAEKTYaAADIK, KO3FaAbIC.
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Historiographical review of the intellectual life of iran in the late xix-1st half of the xx century
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Uctopuorpadmuecknii 0630p MHTEAAEKTYaAbHOM XHn3Hu MpaHa
B KoHLe XIX — 1-0i1 noroBuHe XX B.

B AaHHOW cTaTbe AQeTCs aHaAM3 MCTOYHUKOB, OTHOCSILLMXCS K TeMe Hay4YHO-MCCAEAOBATEAbCKOM
paboTbi. ABTOPbI B CTaTbeé KOMMEHTUPYIOT MOAUTUYECKYIO CUTyaumio B MpaHe B XIX Beke 1 aHaAausmpyet
npobAembl 1 COBbITUS, BO3HMKLLME B CTPAHE B Pe3yAbTaTe 3TUX NMOAUTUYECKMX MPOLECCOB.

B OCHOBHOI 4acTW CTaTbM MCTOYHMKM B pamKax Tembl pa3buBaloTcs Ha Tpu rpynnbl. M3yums
TPYAbl, M3AaHHble B pasHble MEPMOAbI, aBTOP OCTAHABAMBAETCS HAa MX MCTOYHWMKOBOM 3HaueHWUM.
Oco60e BHUMAHWE B KA4YeCcTBE LIEHHbIX WMCTOYHUKOB YAEASIETCS TPyAam, OTPAXKAIOLIMM peAbed
CO6bITUIA, NOCBSILLEHHbIX UCTOPUM MpaHa, OT «BpEMEH M A0 HaluMX AHeil». B kauecTBe MCTOYUHMKOB,
MMEIOLLMX 0COB0E 3HaUeHWe AAS MCCAEAOBATEAbCKOWM PaboTbl, PACCMATPUBAIOTCS TPYAbl MPAHCKMX
uccaepoBaTeAel. B 3akAloueHMe aBTOp 3asiBASET, UTO B AAAbHENLIEM B HayUYHO-MCCAEAOBATEAbCKOM
pabote OyAyT M3yuyaTbCs AAHHblE WMCTOUYHUKM B 3aBUCMMOCTM OT YPOBHS MCTOUYHMKOBEAUECKOW
3HAYMMOCTU U MPOBOAUTBCS UCTOPUUECKMIA CPABHUTEABHbIN aHAAM3.

B cTaTbe npoBoAUTCS UCTOpPUOTrpaAhUUECKUI CPABHUTEABHO-COMOCTABUTEABHbBINA aHAAM3 UCTOYHM-
KoB. LleAbio paboTbl gBAseTCS onpeaeAeHune 6ubanorpadmueckoin 6asbl CCAEAOBATEAbCKONM PabOThI.

HayuHo-npakTuyeckasl 3HAUYMMOCTb CTaTbM 3aKAKOUYAETCS B BbISIBAEHUM MCXOAHBIX MAaTEPUAAOB U
PaCKPbITUM MCTOYHMKOBOIO 3HayeHusi GyAylleit HayYHO-MCCAEAOBATEAbLCKOM paboThl. B uccaeaoBa-
TEAbCKOM paboTe, pyKOBOACTBYSICb BbIBOAAMM, MOAYUYEHHbIMW B CTAaTbe, COCTABASIETCS MAaH ByAyLuen

pabouer nporpammbl, KOTOPbIA GYAET AOMOAHEH B XOAE MCCAEAOBAHMIA.
KatoueBble croBa: VpaH, «noAMTMYECKas Urpa», MCTOYHUK, MCTOYHUKOBEAEHWE, UHTEAAUTEHLMS,

MOAEpPHN3aund, MHTEAAEKTYAaAbHOE ABM>KEHUE.

Introduction

In the early 19th century, the world famous great
empire became completely dependent on foreign
powers. As a result of the provocations of the
“political game” of the authoritative powers, Persia,
which fought with Russia, was defeated. Persia,
which came under the control of Russia and Great
Britain, was forced to sign complicated contracts. As
a result, the dominance of foreigners in the country
was doubled. However, Iran remains an important
player in geopolitics in the historical arena.

The 19-th century was full of enforcement and
turbulent century in the history of Iran. The semi-
colonization of the country intensified antagonistic
tensions. The political games of Great Britain
and France in the east, especially the influence of
the Shah of Iran, and Russia’s interference in this
political game, will only aggravate the situation.

The tyrannical policy of external forces led to
the strengthening of anti-imperialist sentiments
among the patriotic forces within the state. The
Shah’s leasing of important economic properties to
foreigners and the fact that government revenues
do not bring domestic benefits to the country have
sparked protests. Protests broke out among the
entire population, including both the emerging
intelligentsia and the national bourgeoisie.
Intellectuals who concerned about the country have

90

been looking for a solution to this problem. Thus, the
country’s progressive intelligentsia began to promote
the ideas of enlightenment and modernization. Iran
was on the verge of transition from a backward
feudal system to new capitalist relations. During
this period, the educational initiatives of the Iranian
intelligentsia were born. The sharp rise in relations
with countries such as France, Britain and Russia
was a direct result of the “education” initiative in
the Iranian country. Almost all of the intelligentsia
received Western education abroad.

The Qajar king Muhammad, who visited France
several times, decided to bring the best examples
of Western culture to the country. Consequently,
Iranian youth were selected in two stages and sent
to Western universities. Later, these young people
became the first representatives of the intelligentsia
that formed in Qajar Iran.

When these young people returned to the country,
they made every effort to bring the achievements
of Western culture and science to the country. The
first enlightenment ideas contributed to the process
of “mastering” the European achievements of the
intelligentsia. They believed that by reforming
society through the development of science and
education, they would be able to eliminate the
backwardness of the country and foreign aggression.

Thus, along with the foreign colonial policy,
Western culture gained strength in the country, and
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“Westernization” began. It was a transitional period
when Iran was on the verge of “modernization” and
made great changes in society.

In the second half of the 19-th century, young
people with Western education began to work in
various fields of the country. One of such significant
events was when young people began to criticize the
backwardness of Iranian society, to propose changes
to the country’s political system, and to speak out
against the government’s need for reform. Thus,
the intellectual movement emerged in the country.
This movement and its thoughtful intellectuals
have become the driving force behind the country’s
“rebirth” process. They were the pioneers of the
country’s “revival” process, such as Amir Kabir,
Mr. Melkom Khan.

In this transitional period, the subject of the
work will be the delineation of social problems of
the Iranian intelligentsia, conducting a scientific
analysis. For this purpose, a source analysis of
scientific works is carried out. This is a new and
topical direction in the Kazakh Oriental Studies,
which has not been studied before. Because the line
of historical events in Iran in the early 19-th century
and the socio-political activities of the Iranian
intelligentsia are not considered in the context of the
Kazakh Oriental Studies.

Aims and objectives of the study.

Purpose of work: analysis of historical works on
the history of intellectual life of Iran in the late 19-th
and the first half of the 20-th century;

Objectives: 1) study of scientific literature on the
topic; 2) step-by-step analysis of works of near and
far abroad and domestic authors; 3) make general
conclusions on the issue under consideration.

Scientific research methodology

The study used mainly qualitative methods, such
as analysis, synthesis, historiographic and historical-
comparative methods.

During the study of historical works the
comparative method was mainly used. The
information provided by each source, the author’s
conclusions in the study are analyzed. The studied
materials on these data were compared with the
conclusions of comparative-historical analysis, and
the significance of the work was determined.

Also, by the method of synthesis, works about the
events of the period were analyzed and information
on the topic was collected and systematized.
Individual data was collected from each source, and
a roadmap for the study was developed.

Results and Analysis

This study is devoted to the history of Iran in the
second half of the nineteenth century, the history of
intellectual life and the social and political activities
of intellectuals.

As we have already mentioned, the sources
are grouped into three main groups. During the
formation of the historiography of this issue, much
attention was paid to the historical works related to
the events of the historical period as a whole. There
are many historical facts and sources studied in
connection with the period.

The directions of scientific and theoretical
material for the study of socio-political changes in
the world at that time, historical and cultural aspects
of the problem, the historical process of Iran and
the framework of regional development are also
considered. Among them, the works of domestic and
foreign scholars of different schools and directions
are divided into the following groups:

- Data on the internal and external social
situation in the world, in Iran;

- Data on the historical events of Iran during the
Qajar era and the second half of the 19-th century;

- Especially original are the works on the history
of intellectual life in Iran, that is, the works of
Iranian scholars.

As mentioned above, most of the works on the
history of Iran in the late nineteenth century are
devoted to the place of Iran in the “Great Game”
and its relations with such countries as Great Britain
and Russia. During this period, British and Russian
scholars considered Iran a sphere of influence, so they
studied it in detail and studied it to their advantage.
The number of such works is growing. However,
among them, in turn, a number of works of scientific
value became the subject of our historiographical
study.

One of the first publications dedicated to the
analysis of Persia’s place on the world stage was
published in 1892. This work, known as a collection
of geographical, topographical, and statistical
materials on Asia, is called “The Persian question
and Persia”. (Curzon D.N., 2021). The author of
the work is one of the major political figures of the
period, Lord J. Curzon. His work demonstrates the
importance of Persia in Central Asia at the time. The
work is the result of several visits of the author to
Iran. Because it is a comprehensive study of Iran, the
reader develops a true socio-political and cultural
understanding of Iran at the time. The value of this
work is that the geographical and social facts about
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the country of Persia are true. This is because the
author himself described the facts that he saw with
his own eyes. The main focus was the organization
of defense in order to protect the British-held India
from the threat of Russia. This is the advantage
of the source, which gives a clear picture of the
competitive actions and positions of the two powers
at this stage.

Among the published materials on the political
and geographical situation in Central Asia, as well
as on the political actions of Russia and Britain, the
work of British archaeologist and diplomat Henry
Rawlinson on the political relations between Britain
and Persia “Russia and England in the East” takes
a special place (Rawlinson H., 1975). The main
point of his views and judgments on Anglo-Russian
rivalry in the East was the idea of Russian invasion
of India, and he accepted it as an impending reality.
In this work we see clearly the role of Iran in the
political arena of the time. Because this work helps
to capture and understand historical events on the
world stage. The author’s views on the situation in
Persia and the influence of Russia and Britain are
important. The weakness of this work, however,
is that British policy in Central Asia is guided by
a cover of defense policy against the aggressive
actions of the Russian Empire in the region.

The book “History of Iran and the Iranians:
from Ancient to Modern Times” published in 2006
by the French Orientalist Jean-Paul Ruud deserves
special attention. It is a full-fledged country study
that provides a wealth of information about the
development of Iran from ancient times to the
present, historical events, and the lives of the
peoples who inhabited Iran. The author emphasizes
the important role of Iran in world history, stresses
the national identity of the Iranian people and the
unique and interesting aspects of Iranian history.
However, we believe that in the future it is necessary
to compare the materials of this work with primary
sources, to analyze them in a new study (Ru, Jean-
Paul, 2012).

If we turn to the works of Russian researchers
of this period, most of them focus on the rivalry of
political influence with the British. Overviewing
the literature of the nineteenth century, we see
that Persia was an important strategic region for
Russia, as Iran was a popular topic in many journals
and newspapers of the time. These pieces contain
information about the economic and political life of
Iran and the traditions of the Persian people. One
such work was published in 1977 by N.A. Erofeev’s
monograph, “English Colonization in the Middle of
the 19th Century”. The researcher analyzes British

92

methods and tools of regional policy, focusing on
their aggressive nature. This monograph focuses on
important features and aspects of British colonial
policy in the 1830-1850s, the political struggle of
the ruling classes in this area, some areas of the
British economy. The work contains a number of
essays that reveal the true nature of British colonial
policy. These concluding essays reflect the colonial
ideology and describe the attitude of the British
people to the colonial policy (Erofeev N. A., 1977).
In general, the analysis of such Russian and British
policy in Asia is devoted to the majority of works of
this period.

Next, let us turn to the works on the history of
the Qajars, which have attracted the attention of all
Orientalists and historians. The author has written a
number of works on the history of the Qajar regime
and Reza Pahlavi’s rise to power in the first half
of the 19th century, when Iran was in competition
with the ruling powers. Among them, one of the
main sources of our study is devoted to Iran under
the rule of the Qajars. G.V. Shitova’s “Persia is
under the rule of the last Qajars”. The work contains
interesting facts about the historical processes of
the Qajars. We consider this work one of the most
important sources, because it provides accurate facts
about the time in the form of a research paper. This
work is valuable for its historiographic data. In this
work, Shitov examines the history of Persia from
the second half of the 19-th century to 1912 and
makes a scientific analysis of the socio-economic
and political processes of the last Qajar period.
The period of Russia’s defense of its geopolitical
interests in the south and the conflict of rivalry with
Great Britain, which led to World War 1, is described
(Shitov G.V., 1933).

Another valuable work published in 1974 was
R.A. Seyidov’s “The Iranian Bourgeoisie of the Late
19-th and early 20-th centuries”. The work deals with
the socio-economic prerequisites for the formation of
the Iranian bourgeoisie, the emergence of industrial
capital, the issues of ownership, production and the
national composition of the Iranian bourgeoisie and
its role in the political movements of the late 19-
th and early 20-th centuries. This work is important
for historical analysis and information for our study.
The advantage of this source is that it allows us to
understand the preconditions for the emergence of
the intellectual movement in Iran and the awakening
of national consciousness (Seidov R.A., 1974).

Further, as mentioned above, we consider
studies of the activities of the intelligentsia of that
time together with the Qajar authorities. It is known
that a number of these studies will be expanded in
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the future. So far, the sources we have reviewed
examine the general field of theoretical politics, the
ideas of the intellectuals of the Qajar period about the
possibility of changing the system of government. It
is the author of a monograph published in 1983, the
Tajik scholar D.M. Anarkulova. The monograph is
a study of issues related to the “national liberation
struggle” associated with the reforms of Mirza
Mohammad Taghi Khan in Iran in the mid-19-
th century. This reform was the first attempt to
overcome socio-economic backwardness and
strengthen national sovereignty, and to counteract
the growing penetration of foreign powers into the
country. It comprehensively examines Tagi-khan’s
reforms and vividly shows the struggle of the feudal
aristocracy and conservative clergy against their
implementation. It also describes the emergence
of the first press in Iran and its role in society.
This work, which analyzes the activity of Mirza
Taghi Khan, one of the first representatives of the
intellectual movement in Iran, is valuable and useful
for us. This is due to the fact that through the activity
of Tagi-Khan it is possible to see the prerequisites
and the process of formation of intellectuals. There
is an analysis of innovative ideas that strengthened
the central government, the state’s fighting capacity
and other factors that contributed to the economic
development of the country. (Anarkulova D. M.,
1983). The importance of this work for us lies in the
fact that it is a source that provides direct information
about the socio-political situation in the country

Many scholars have also studied the influence of
the Russian Empire in the region under consideration.
In particular, M.A. Igamberdiev, Kh.A. Ataev’s
works are focused on the place of Iran in international
relations and trade and economic relations with
Russia. This work is considered general information
for us. Sources are of little value.

E.A. Galkina’s research paper “Ways of
forming a nation and nationalism in Iran”, published
in 2011, was another work on the Qajar era and
national identity (Galkina E.A., 2011). Analyzing
the formation of national identity in Iran, the author
said: “Nationalism is the child of a new era, such as
industrialization, the nation and capitalism, without
which this ideology would never have emerged”.
The process of the formation of nationalist ideas in
Iran began in the nineteenth century. This century
quickly evolved from a medieval feudal monarchy
under the influence of Britain and France into this
country and moved into the framework of economic
globalization. This is the author’s assessment of
Iran’s political and social orientation. This work was

an attempt to study the internal social space of Iran
during the Qajar period, the normal life of Iranians.
The study is a very reliable source for understanding
the internal situation in the country.

And in 2019 S.I. Gabrielyan’s work “Iranian
Enlighteners and their Reconstruction Program
in Persia in the second half of the 19-th century”
was published. This scientific article analyzes the
enlightenment activities of Iranian intellectuals in
the second half of the nineteenth century and their
political programs. In his work, the researcher
focuses on the efforts of leading Iranian thinkers
to reform the country, the idea of getting rid of
foreign colonies and modernizing the country. The
main object of study is the role of enlightened ideas
and intellectuals. However, the social and political
evolution of intellectuals has not been analyzed from
a scientific point of view. The information given
here on the enlightenment initiatives and activities
of Iranian intellectuals is an important source for us
(Gabrielyan S.1., 2019).

The article by Kazakh orientalists G.A.
Kambarbekova and A.Zh. Boranbayeva “Review
of Iranian periodicals of the Qajar dynasty” about
the first Iranian press that dealt with this issue,
i.e. about the life and activities of the Iranian
intelligentsia, is very important to us. The article
is a source of information on the history of the
Iranian press, as well as the Iranian intelligentsia
(Kambarbekova G.A, Boranbaeva A. Zh., 2021).
The study of the period in this form indicates a new
direction of research in the field of Kazakh Iranian
studies

Next, let us focus on studies of the events of this
period in Iran itself as primary sources. In 2001, the
Iranian researcher M. Tajiq published a book on the
national identity of Iranian intellectuals. The work
provides an analysis of the events of the period in
the form of a research work in a new era. The author
mainly considers national identity as a political and
social phenomenon of the new era. The new national
identity of Iran concludes that the constitutional
revolution created a new situation in Iran in the
discourse of new identity. The article also focuses
on the concepts of constitutional intellectualism
and security, nation, homeland, freedom (Tajik M.,
2000).

Researcher M. Eivazi published an article in
2006 on the problem of the national identity of
Iranian intellectuals in the period we are considering.
In this article the author examines the process of
the constitutional movement in the country. Two
main issues, Iranian identity and independence, are
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considered the basis and cause of the movement
(Eyvazi M., 2006).

M. Zahedi and M. Heidarpoury (2009), in the
article analyzing the activities of intellectuals,
explore the social relations of intellectuals with the
people and the government. This work will be one of
our main sources. Because it is important as a work
that opens the way to the information we need. More
precisely, the most important thing is to analyze the
innovative ideas of the intelligentsia, to focus on the
reasons for the emergence of enlightenment ideas,
as well as contemporary demands (Zahedi, M.,
Heidarpour, M., 2008).

In his article (2009), A. Nazeri characterized
the discourses of Iranian modernists as one of
the obsolete discourses. This article considers
the concepts of “constitutionalism”, “ancient
nationalism”, and “secularism” as the three main
elements of the discourse of “modernism” (Nazeri,
A., 2009).

In the course of the study we can assess the
researcher’s data by making a comparative analysis
of his views on the evynts.

3. Ghorbanzadeh S. and Amirpour G.H. in their
article analyze the reasons why the main goals of
the first generation intellectuals are to achieve
legitimacy, to limit the power of the monarchy to
ensure the rights of the people (Ghorbanzadeh S.,
Amirpour G.H., 2018).

A study by Dr. A. Asghar, A. Karimi-Mil, Dr.
M. Mahmoudi, and B. Mirzai in 2020 focuses on
many aspects of Reza-Khan’s rise to power in the
unstable political situation in Iran. In the last years
of the Qajar rule, the most influential group was the
intellectuals who directly influenced Reza-Khan’s
ascent to the throne. It also analyzes the interests of
the foreign powers that influenced Iran’s domestic
affairs in the global political situation (Mirzael B.,
Mahmoodi M., Karimi-Mil A., 2020). Each of these
works is important for us and will undoubtedly serve
as a guide for research.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it should be noted that a number
of works on the historiography of the research
work is notable for its significance and informative.
According to the results of the study the following
conclusion is made: the historiography of the topic
is divided into three groups. The sources of the first
group mainly deal with the history of that period and
the history of Iran, the political interests of western
countries, such as Russia and Britain, in relation
to Iran, political games, internal and external
situation. The second group of sources deals with
the study and analysis of written sources of that
period, Iranian society, socio-political issues, and
enlightenment ideas. The work of the third group
of Iranian researchers includes the analysis of the
evolution of intellectual uniqueness, the role of
intellectuals in the accession to the throne of Reza-
Khan, the activities of the enlighteners. If in the
19-20th centuries researchers analyzed economic
and political processes, in the 21-st century Iranian
researchers have written many works on culture,
features of the Persian intelligentsia, its life and
activities. Thus, in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries, general works on the history of Iran at that
time began to take shape.

In any case, the socio-political evolution of
the Iranian intelligentsia remains a topical issue
requiring study. The bibliographic basis of the
general scholarly work is divided into the above
three stages.

The article presents a historiographical review
of Iranian intellectual life in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. To date, the range of
research topics and questions is expanding. Thus,
the relevance of the topic lies in the step-by-step
study of the socio-political evolution of the Iranian
intelligentsia of the second half of the nineteenth
century and its analysis from the point of view of
the Kazakh Oriental Studies.
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