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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND CURRENT STATE  
OF THE “XIAOKANG SOCIETY” CREATION  

IN THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Since Deng Xiaoping first introduced the concept of “xiaokang” in 1979, “creating a xiaokang (mod-
erately prosperous) society” has been the main goal of Chinese leaders’ modernization and reform efforts. 
The year of 2021 will be a special year in the history of the People’s Republic of China on the road to 
“creating the xiaokang society”. This year marks the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Communist 
Party, the completion of “creating the xiaokang society” and China’s final victory over poverty. The article 
examines the theoretical aspect of the formation and practical application of the concept of “creating a 
xiaokang society”, which is designated as the main goal of China’s development over the past 40 years. 
Through an overview of the history of the concept formation, the place and role of the concept of “xiao-
kang” in the strategy of socio-economic development of China will be analyzed. Since it is considered as 
the main focus of the CPC Central Committee’s work and an important stage in the process of China’s so-
cialist modernization, the study of the essence of the term “xiaokang” is particularly relevant. The concept 
“Xiaokang has undergone a three-stage transformation in the direction of implementing the party’s policy: 
“General xiaokang society”, “establishment of a comprehensive xiaokang society”, and “completion of a 
comprehensive xiaokang society”. The development of the state in this direction has brought great results 
to China and served as the basis for determining the future development strategy. Through creating the 
“xiaokang society”, China expresses its desire for global leadership by acquiring wealth and power. Even 
the COVID-19 pandemic did not appease China, saying that the CPC will keep its promise. 
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ҚХР-да «сяокан қоғамын» құрудың 
 тарихи мәні мен қазіргі жағдайы

1979 жылы Дэн Сяопин алғаш рет «сяокан» тұжырымдамасын ұсынғаннан бері, «сяокан 
(орта дәулетті) қоғамын құру» Қытай басшыларының модернизация мен реформаларды жүзеге 
асырудың негізгі мақсатына айналды. 2021 жыл Қытай Халық Республикасының тарихында 
«сяокан қоғамын құру» жолындағы ерекше жыл болмақ. Бұл жыл Коммунистік партияның 
құрылғанына 100 жылдық мерейтойы мен «сяокан қоғамын» құруды аяқтаудың, Қытайдың 
кедейшілікті түбегейлі жеңудің жылы деп есептелмек. Мақалада Қытайдың соңғы 40 жыл бойғы 
дамуының негізгі мақсаты деп айқандалған «сяокан қоғамын құру» концептінің қалыптасуының 
теориялық аспектісі және практикалық қолданысы қарастырылады. Концепттің қалыптасу 
тарихына шолу жасау арқылы «сяокан» ұғымының Қытайдың әлеуметтік-экономикалық даму 
стратегиясындағы орны мен рөлі сарапталады. «Жан-жақты сяокан» қоғамын құру ҚКП ОК-нің 
жұмысының негізгі бағыты және Қытайдың социалистік модернизация үрдісіндегі маңызды 
кезеңі деп саналғандықтан, «сяокан» терминінің мәнін зерттеу аса өзекті. «Сяокан» ұғымы партия 
саясатының жүргізілу бағытына қарай «жалпы сяокан қоғамы», «жан-жақты сяокан қоғамын 
құру» және «жан-жақты сяокан қоғамын құруды аяқтау» деген үш кезеңдік трансформациядан 
өтті. Мемлекетті осы бағытпен дамыту Қытайға үлкен нәтижелер алып келді және болашақ 
даму стратегиясын айқындауға негіз болды. Қытай «сяокан қоғамын» құру арқылы байлық 
пен қуатқа ие бола отырып, өзінің әлемдік көшбасшылыққа деген ұмтылысын білдіруде. Тіпті 
COVID-19 пандемиясы да Қытайды алған бағытынан тайдырмай, ҚКП уәдесін мерзіміне сай 
орындайтындығын мәлімдеді. 

Түйін сөздер: ҚКП, концепт, сяокан қоғамы, әлеуметтік даму, модернизация.
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Историческое значение и текущее состояние  
построения «общества сяокан» в КНР

С тех пор, как в 1979 году Дэн Сяопин впервые предложил концепцию «сяокан», «построение 
среднезажиточного общества», так называемого «общества сяокан», является главной целью 
осуществления модернизации в стране и проведения реформ руководителями Китая. 2021 год 
станет особым годом для КНР на пути строительства «общества сяокан», так как этот год не 
только год 100-летнего юбилея правящей партии КПК, но и год полной элиминации бедности 
и завершения процесса строительства «общества сяокан». В данной статье рассматривается 
теоретический аспект формирования концепта «сяокан» как главной цели развития Китая за 
последние 40 лет и его практическое применение. Через историческую призму формирования 
концепта проводится анализ места и роли понятия «сяокан» в социально-экономическом 
развитии Китая. Поскольку «всестороннее строительство общества сяокан» является главным 
направлением работы ЦК КПК и важным периодом процесса социалистической модернизации 
Китая, исследование значения концепта «сяокан» является весьма актуальным. Стратегия «сяокан» 
в зависимости от политики, проводимой партией, прошла через три этапа трансформации – от 
«общего общества сяокан», «строительства всестороннего общества сяокан» до «завершения 
строительства общества сяокан». Развитие страны в данном стратегическом направлении дало 
большие результаты для Китая и помогло в формировании дальнейшей стратегии развития 
страны. Китай путем строительства «общества сяокан» наращивает свое богатство и мощь и тем 
самым заявляет о своем намерении лидирования в мировой конкуренции. Несмотря на пандемию 
COVID-19, Китай не намерен сбиваться с пути, и КПК с уверенностью заявляет о своевременном 
достижении намеченной цели «сяокан». 

Ключевые слова: КПК, концепт, общество сяокан, социальное развитие, модернизация.

Introduction

Year of 2021 is the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of the Communist Party of China. The pe-
riod of analysis of the results of the centenary strug-
gle, centenary development. At the same time, this 
year will be the year of victory for the party leader-
ship in creating the “xiaokang society” (moderately 
prosperous society), whose strategic development 
goal is to radically eradicate poverty in China. The 
idea of creating a “xiaokang society”, born out of 
the centuries-old people’s “dream” of the Chinese, 
is now becoming a big national concept under the 
party’s rule and occupies a leading position in the 
country’s socio-economic development. The Com-
munist Party, which aimed at balanced, harmonious 
and sustainable development uses this concept as 
the main tool for dialogue with the mass population, 
turning the idea of creating a “xiaokang society” 
into its goal. The creation of the “comprehensive 
xiaokang society “ is the party’s political promise 
to the people and a development program related to 
national revival. An analysis of the path taken by 
the CPC leadership and a general understanding of 
the experience of creating the xiaokang society will 
be useful for developing countries in the transition 
period.

Xi Jinping, who was elected Chairman for a 
second term at the 19th CPC National Congress in 
2017, presented a roadmap for the party’s develop-
ment over the next five years: “socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics has entered a new era... We must 
not only fulfill the goal of the first century, but also 
move on to the goal of the second century”(Xi, J. 
2017). The “goal of the bicentennial” here is to cre-
ate a “comprehensive xiaokang (moderately pros-
perous) society” to commemorate the CPC’s cente-
nary (2021) and to create a modern socialist state to 
commemorate the centenary of the PRC’s establish-
ment (2049). These “bicentennial goals” have had 
an impact on China’s long-term economic planning 
programs and macroeconomic policies. In 1997, 
former Chinese President Jiang Zemin first brought 
these goals to the forefront, and then in 2002, the 
bicentennial goals were officially adopted into the 
party’s Charter. During the implementation of the 
reforms, all the efforts of the state were aimed at cre-
ating the first goal – the “xiaokang society”. Creat-
ing a xiaokang society with a developed economy, 
mature democracy, advanced science and education, 
a flourishing culture, a harmonious society, and an 
improved life for the people is not a new goal or 
task set for China. This slogan, which was raised 
under Deng Xiaoping, is a big goal that is still at the 
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top of the country’s development agenda by Chinese 
leaders.

In the “Recommendations of the CPC Central 
Committee on the 14th Five-Year Plan for Socio-
Economic Development (2021-2025) and the devel-
opment of long-term Goals for 2035” adopted by the 
5th Congress of the XIX Congress of the CPC in 
the first half of 2021, the CPC Central Committee 
after a systematic assessment and conclusion of the 
process of establishing a “comprehensive xiaokang 
society” will officially announce the achievement of 
this goal. (Russian.news.cn, 2020). This means that 
Chinese people were very close to completing much 
of the work of creating the “xiaokang society” under 
the leadership of the CPC. The concept of “xiaokang 
society”, which has become a model of socialist de-
velopment in China, has proved its full viability as a 
strategic way of modernization. Where did the con-
cept of “xiaokang society”, dedicated to the goal of 
the centenary attempt, come from, and how large is 
its historical meaning? How important is this con-
cept in China’s modernization process? What is the 
practical outcome of creating the xiaokang society? 
In this article, we will try to answer the abovemen-
tioned questions.

Justification of the choice of the article, goals 
and objectives 

Looking at modern Chinese development from 
a historical point of view, we can see that the his-
tory of the PRC is divided into two major periods: 
political and economic. The first stage, which lasted 
from 1949 to 1978, was characterized by a planned 
economy, radical socialism, and an unsuccessful 
experience in economics. The second stage, from 
1978 to the present day, is characterized by funda-
mental economic reforms, a gradual transition from 
a planned economy to a market economy, great 
economic development and a change in the socio-
economic division in society. It is the social changes 
in the second stage that are of great research value. 
Because for more than 40 years, when China began 
economic reforms, embarked on the path of modern-
ization and industrialization, this is a period when it 
is possible to analyze the changes taking place in 
society and determine the results. China’s openness 
to the outside world, the remarkable results of eco-
nomic development, and the country’s experience in 
solving domestic and foreign problems are attract-
ing today’s world community. Today, China, using 
the concept of “Xiaokang Society”, has significantly 
improved the socio-economic situation of its people 
and is in the center of world attention with its posi-

tive results. Many developing countries are trying 
to unravel the mystery of the “economic miracle” 
and study it in detail in order to use the Chinese ex-
perience in modernizing their economies. From this 
point of view, the relevance of the article lies in the 
study of the main component of the “modernization 
of the Chinese model – the concept of “xiaokang”, 
the disclosure of theoretical conceptual aspects and 
practical application. 

Scientific research on the concept of “xiaokang” 
in China itself has been conducted on a large scale 
since the early 1990s, both theoretically and from 
the point of view of the party’s political work De-
partment. The concept of “Xiaokang” is studied in 
detail at the Institute of Sociology of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences in terms of essence, 
criteria and evaluation indicators, and annually 
conducts research in this area and publishes in the 
form of collections. The Chinese Bureau of Statis-
tics also continuously monitors the performance of 
the xiaokang society and publishes annual reports. 
Apart from China, the concept of “xiaokang” has a 
great interest in the general scientific community. 
Russian scientists are also publishing extensive 
research on the role of the concept of “xiaokang” 
in China’s development. In 2018, under the editor-
ship of AV Ostrovsky, a collection of articles en-
titled “The 13th Five-Year Plan (2016-2020) – an 
important stage in the creation of a moderately 
prosperous society “xiaokang” in China” was pub-
lished. In 2020, the Center for Political Studies and 
Forecasting of the Far Eastern Institute of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences organized a scientific 
conference “The Chinese state at a crucial stage in 
the creation of a moderately prosperous society”. 
However, in our domestic field of Chinese studies, 
the work on the concept of “xiaokang” is insignifi-
cant. In 2014, a group of authors led by Professor 
N.A. Aldabek published a collective monograph 
“Modernization of China and Kazakhstan”. The 
monograph considers the term “xiaokang” in the 
analysis of the theoretical foundations of Chinese 
modernization. However, these works do not fully 
reveal the development of the concept of “Xiao-
kang society” in terms of historical retrospective. 
Our article aims to fill this gap.

The purpose of the article is to reveal the theo-
retical formation and practical activity of the con-
cept of “Xiaokang society”, which is an integral part 
of the “Chinese-style modernization” by analyzing 
it in a historical retrospective.

The objectives of our article are as follows:
- analysis of the historical source and modern 

interpretation of the concept of “xiaokang”;
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- consider the dynamics of ideological, econom-
ic, and social changes in society;

- to reveal the historical significance and practi-
cal value of the concept of “Xiaokang Society” in 
the modernization of China

- to determine the place of the idea of “Xiaokang 
society” in China’s development strategy.

Scientific research methodology

The theoretical basis of the article is the scien-
tific work of Chinese, Russian and foreign research-
ers on the socio-economic development of China, 
the theory of socialism with Chinese characteristics 
and the concept of “xiaokang”. The sources of the 
research were, first of all, the treatises of Confucius, 
a collection of works by Deng Xiaoping and the ma-
terials of the Congresses of the Communist Party, 
and secondly, scientific publications.

In the analysis of scientific works, mainly sys-
tem-structural, comparative analysis and historical 
methods were used. The use of these methods al-
lowed to determine the historical evolution of the 
concept of “xiaokang”, to form a comprehensive 
picture of the formation of the idea of ​​creating a 
“xiaokang” society as a program of socio-political 
development and to compare the implementation of 
this concept in individual historical periods. The ar-
ticle also uses discourse and content analysis meth-
ods to analyze the words of Chinese leaders.

 
Results and discussion

During the reform period, the Chinese govern-
ment developed and changed along with social and 
economic policies. The foundation for the beginning 
of great changes in China was laid in late 1978, at 
the 3rd Plenum of the 11th convocation of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist Party. The search 
for a way out of the “quartet of gangs” and a way out 
of the stalemate caused by the “cultural revolution” 
began. Analyzing the results of the “Cultural Rev-
olution”, Deng Xiaoping said: “The experience of 
the Cultural Revolution has shown that chaos does 
not lead to progress, but to regression. If we want 
to move forward, we need to establish a good or-
der. It is clear that in today’s China, without stabil-
ity and unity, we can not achieve anything “(Deng, 
1994: 24). “Establishing order to get out of chaos 
(bo luan fan zheng)” demanded political stability 
and public order. This slogan of the Chinese gov-
ernment has launched a process of social and eco-
nomic transformation. The prevailing Maoist theory 
and the practice of “class struggle” were replaced 

by economic reforms and political openness. Within 
the government, there was an occurrence of a large 
metadiscourse on the choice of development trajec-
tory. Without abandoning the ideas of Marxism, tak-
ing into account the situation in China at that time, 
Deng Xiaoping proposed a new ideology of eco-
nomic transformation – the idea of ​​“socialism with 
Chinese characteristics.” This ideology, which was 
officially adopted at the XII Congress of the CPC 
(1982), was constantly supplemented and perfected. 
Defining the goals of economic development, Deng 
Xiaoping called for “socialism to get out of poverty” 
and “the first to make some people and regions rich” 
(Deng, 1994: 33).

The reforms initiated by Deng Xiaoping were 
carried out in a pragmatic spirit. The Chinese ver-
sion of communism, which was considered the 
highest ideal of social development under Mao, was 
recognized as temporarily impossible to reach the 
level of Datong in the real conditions of China. The 
country has a much more achievable goal, and Deng 
Xiaoping called it “xiaokang” (moderately prosper-
ous). For more than 40 years, China has been work-
ing hard to achieve this pragmatic goal of “creating 
a moderately prosperous society.” Deng Xiaoping 
introduced the concept of “xiaokang” as a feature of 
China’s modernization, the main goal and the prin-
ciple of building “socialism with Chinese character-
istics.” According to the Russian scholar L.S. Pere-
lomov, “Deng Xiaoping did not renounce Marxism-
Leninism in absentia, but returned the country to the 
path of Confucianism and presented a new national 
idea to China” (Sharogradskiy A., 2009). Perelomov 
has a good reason to say so. The concept of “Xiao-
kang” can be equally applied to the ancient and 
modern culture of China. It is well known that this 
concept is closely linked with the traditional socio-
political life of China, the Confucian concept of so-
cial construction. “Xiaokang” is a complex concept 
in Chinese culture. The word “xiaokang” first ap-
pears in the book “Shi jing” (Book of Songs), which 
belongs to the golden fund of Confucianism, in the 
poem’s lines “Min yi laozhi, qi ke xiaokang (Let the 
weary people gather some strength)” and described 
the dream of the common people for a peaceful, 
healthy, politically stable, secure society and giving 
no economic significance (Chen S., 1991: 398). As 
an example of social development, “Xiaokang” is 
described in detail in the “Li Yun” chapter of “Li 
Ji” (Book of Rituals). In this work, the concept of 
Xiaokang and Datong was used closely. Datong is 
described as “Dadao zhi xing ye, Tianxia weigong 
(when the Great Tao is established, Heaven is com-
mon to all)”, meaning “a society of great harmony”, 



116

Historical significance and current state of the “xiaokang society” creation in the People’s Republic of China

and Xiaokang is described as “Jing Dadao jiyin, 
Tianxia weijia (like the Celestial Family when the 
Great Tao is gone)”, and it has been shown to be an 
intermediate state of society on the way to achiev-
ing that perfect society (Chen S., 1991: 513). It is 
noteworthy that in this work of Confucianism, “Xia-
okang society” was a description of a society that 
includes economic, social, procedural, structural, 
and traditional spheres. This notion, which is asso-
ciated with the name of Confucius, has not escaped 
the attention of thinkers for centuries and has be-
come a symbol of peace and economic prosperity in 
the country, and a more prosperous life in the fam-
ily. Since China embarked on the path of reform, 
this concept has been actively used by several gen-
erations of CPC leaders, evolving from the level of 
“xiaokang family” to the concept of “mass xiaokang 
society”, “comprehensive xiaokang society”. 

The cultural and philosophical content of the 
concept of “Datong” influenced the rapid establish-
ment of the idea of ​​communism in China and the un-
impeded establishment of the socialist system, while 
the concept of “xiaokang” became a popular term 
in the country’s transition to a market economy. 
In 1979, during a meeting with the Prime Minister 
of Japan, Deng Xiaoping introduced the new con-
cept of Chinese-style modernization – the concept 
of “xiaokang family” and first used the term “xiao-
kang”. In the summer of 1984, the President stated 
that “the Xiaokang we are talking about is to bring 
the gross national product to $ 800 per capita by the 
end of this century” (Deng, 1994: 64). Realizing that 
the development of productive forces depends on a 
well-organized economic structure, Deng Xiaoping 
decided to start economic reforms. However, the de-
bate over the nature of a market economy has cre-
ated great ideological difficulties for the implemen-
tation of these reforms. To ideologically legitimize 
the reforms, Chairman Dan criticized the dichoto-
mous view that a planned economy is socialism and 
a market economy is capitalism. The plan and the 
market were recognized only as a way to develop 
the productive forces, and the socialist economy 
could move to the market (Deng. 1994: 15). In 
other words, Deng Xiaoping’s famous principle “it 
doesn’t matter if a cat is black or white, if it can 
catch a mouse” was put forward. In the transition 
to a market economy, the concept of “xiaokang” 
did not contradict private property, citizens acted 
in their own interests and made a profit, but rather 
gave the Chinese a greater impetus to understand the 
principles of a market economy and perform eco-
nomic miracles in a short time.

After Deng Xiaoping identified “xiaokang” as 
an important stage in the development of Chinese-
style modernization, “xiaokang” was included in 
the agenda of high-level meetings of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party. In September 
1982, at the 12th Party Congress, the concept of 
“xiaokang” was used for the first time and was rec-
ognized as an important indicator of economic and 
social development of the country. In 1987, at the 
13th Party Congress, the “three-stage” development 
strategy was adopted as an official concept. Based 
on this strategy, in the first stage, it was necessary 
to double the GDP compared to 1980 and solve the 
problem of providing the population with food and 
clothing; in the second stage, set for the end of the 
20th century, to double the GDP and bring people’s 
lives to the level of xiaokang, ie moderately pros-
perous; In the third stage, set for the middle of the 
XXI century, the country should be fully modern-
ized, China’s GDP per capita should reach the level 
of moderately developed countries, and its citizens 
should live in luxury (Deng, 1994: 247-248). As we 
can see, the “Xiaokang Society” is defined in this 
strategy as the goal of the second stage of devel-
opment. Thus, the concept of “xiaokang” has fully 
entered the political discourse of China as an indi-
cator of socio-economic development. Dividing the 
development process into specific stages and setting 
goals was a very good strategy, and it was the main 
reason for China’s rapid growth over the next 30 
years.

By the end of the 20th century, China had 
reached the finish line set by Deng Xiaoping, that is, 
the gross national product indicator of 800 US dol-
lars per capita (in 1998, this figure was 821 US dol-
lars, in 1999 was 865 US dollars, and in 2000 was 
949 US dollars) (Yu C., 2021:38). Great achieve-
ments in the field of economic development prompt-
ed the party leaders not to abandon the concept of 
xiaokang, but to further develop it. Subsequent gen-
erations of Communist Party leaders, led by Deng 
Xiaoping, were able to skillfully use the term “xiao-
kang” as a political maneuver, fully incorporating it 
into political rhetoric. It was noted that the country 
is still at the bottom of the “xiaokang” level, and it 
is necessary to rise from the bottom up. In the 21st 
century, China has set foot with the goal of creating 
a “xiaokang society”. China has begun to modernize 
not only economically but also socially. From the 
16th Congress of the CPC to the last 19 Congresses, 
the main focus was on the creation of the “Xiao-
kang Society”. This process can be clearly seen in 
the titles of speeches read at congresses.
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In 2002, at the 16th Party Congress, Hu Jintao 
announced the direction of China’s development 
for the first 20 years of the 21st century as “the cre-
ation of a comprehensive Xiaokang society”. The 
word “comprehensive” means that urban and rural 
areas, all segments of the population should reach 
the level of “xiaokang”. Later, the meaning of the 
word “comprehensive” was expanded to mean 
bringing all spheres of society (political, economic, 
cultural, educational, health, and environmental) 
to the level of “xiaokang”, not only quantitatively, 
but also qualitatively. In the 21st century, the con-
cept of “xiaokang society” has been supplemented 
with the words “comprehensive” and “victory”. 
Now the government and society have the follow-
ing tasks:

- Doubling GDP by 2020 compared to 2000;
- Strengthening international competition and 

national capacity;
- Improving democracy and reforming the legal 

system;
- Improving the moral, educational and health 

levels of citizens;
- Capacity building and mobilization of resourc-

es to promote the harmonious development of man 
and nature (Liu An-lin, 2020:9). 

It can be seen from the tasks set that the state has 
decided to strengthen its economic, political, social, 
cultural, and environmental development. The gov-
ernment has made every effort in this direction and 
has not stopped moving towards its goal. Significant 
progress has also been made in the areas of building 
a strong moderately prosperous society, eradicating 
poverty, and closing the income gap, which are rec-
ognized as the three main aspects of the Xiaokang 
Society.

Xi Jinping, who became General Secretary of 
the CPC in 2012 and was later elected President of 
China in 2013, declared the establishment of the 
“Xiaokang Society” as his political goal. Introduc-
ing the concept of the “Chinese dream”, Xi Jinping 
said that the main way to achieve that dream is to 
complete the creation of the “Xiaokang Society”.

In 2016, the state entered a crucial stage in the 
creation of the “Xiaokang Society”. The 13th Five-
Year Plan adopted by the party was the party’s five-
year plan aimed at fully implementing the “xiao-
kang” strategy. Great hopes and great tasks were set 
for this period. The term “Xiaokang” has become 
a cornerstone of the party’s economic planning and 
has become synonymous with Xi Jinping’s rise to 
power and China’s rise to power on the world stage. 
This can be seen in the fact that Xi Jinping repeat-

ed the phrase “Xiaokang Society” 18 times in his 
speech at the 19th Party Congress in 2017 (Smith 
Craig, 2020).

Historically, since the first presentation of the 
strategy of socialist modernization and the creation 
of the “Xiaokang” society, China has seen great pos-
itive growth in the field of social development. Dur-
ing the 40 years of reform, China has experienced 
periods of “recovery”, “enrichment” and “strength-
ening”. China has made historic achievements in 
building a comprehensive, moderately prosperous 
society:

1) China’s economy has grown rapidly. In 
2019, China’s share in the world economy was 
16%, and GDP per capita will exceed 10 thousand 
US dollars. The living standards of the population 
have risen significantly. This process is especially 
noticeable in the last 13th Five-Year Plan (2016-
2020). In 2019, per capita income was 42,359 yuan 
($ 6,229) per year in urban areas and 16,021 yuan 
($ 2,356) per year in rural areas. To be clear, if 
we compare the figures of 2000 with 6280 yuan 
and 2253 yuan, respectively, we can clearly see the 
pace of economic development and the improve-
ment of living standards (Bazhenova E., 2020: 
137). Despite the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, 
China has shown positive growth, with an annual 
GDP growth of 2.3% (National Bureau of Statistics 
Of China, 2021).

2) Completed the fight against poverty. At the 
party’s 19th congress, President Xi Jinping called 
for the victory of the “three heavy battles” (preven-
tion and elimination of major financial risks, pov-
erty eradication, and prevention and control of en-
vironmental pollution) to complete the “creation of 
a comprehensive moderately prosperous society.” 
(Xi, J. 2017). Fighting poverty, one of the most im-
portant “battles”, was a goal set by Deng Xiaoping. 
The Chinese leadership is working hard and making 
great strides to achieve Deng Xiaoping’s principle 
that “socialism must get out of poverty.” Before the 
reform, the number of poor people in China was 300 
million, but since the reforms, this figure has been 
declining every year. Poverty alleviation has be-
come a priority of national policy. The poverty alle-
viation program covered many aspects. Large-scale 
work has been carried out across the country to build 
new roads connecting remote areas with the centers, 
to build electricity and communication networks, to 
improve transport accessibility and living standards, 
to relocate people from inaccessible areas, to pro-
vide subsidies, to attract businesses to rural areas. 
In 2019, Premier Li Keqiang said in his report that 
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the number of poor people has decreased to 11.09 
million, and the poverty rate has dropped to 0.6% 
(Lu D., 2020: 4). On February 25, Xi Jinping offi-
cially announced that China had eradicated poverty 
at a meeting to sum up the results of the country’s 
fight against poverty. “Thanks to the joint efforts of 
the party and the people, we have lifted 98.9 million 
villagers and 128,000 villages out of poverty,” said 
Xi Jinping (Xinhuanet, n.d., 2021). This is a great 
achievement in completing the creation of the “Xia-
okang” society.

3) The living standards of the population have 
improved. “Xiaokang” symbolizes the improvement 
of living standards for the Chinese people. In Con-
fucian terms, “xiaokang” refers to a life of weaving 
without worrying about food and clothing, in the 
modern sense, the term means to get a good educa-
tion, to use all the benefits of social security, to have 
access to high-quality medical care, to live a middle-
class life as a culturally advanced, spiritually rich 
person. Leading the dream of “Xiaokang” and the 
rapid development of the country’s economy has 
brought many achievements to Chinese society. 
The standard of living and consumption of the ur-
ban and rural population has increased significantly. 
Since the country’s transition to a market economy, 
the process of urbanization has been in full swing. 
Prior to the reforms, the urban population in 1978 
was 17.92% of the total population, in 2000 it was 
36.22%, in 2016 it was 57.35%, and in 2020 it was 
61.4% (Wikipedia, n.d.). The country has joined 
the ranks of urbanized and industrialized countries. 
In general, the concept of “Xiaokang Society” has 
played a major role in the socio-economic develop-
ment of the country and has become a major driving 
force for rapid development.

A brief overview of the achievements of the 
Chinese state shows that the Chinese government 
has entered a new historical stage in its development 
on the way to the creation of the “Xiaokang Society” 
and is successfully implementing socialist modern-
ization. The Chinese government has made the cre-
ation of a “xiaokang society” a key area of ​​economic 
development and has aimed to improve the innova-
tion economy to achieve this goal. By focusing eco-
nomic reforms on building a moderately prosperous 
society, China intends to develop its economy from 
an export-oriented to its domestic market. This in 
itself proves once again that China is trying to break 
out of the shackles of a poor developing country and 
become a great power of growing wealth. 

 

Conclusion

 For 40 years, rapid GDP growth has made Chi-
na the world’s largest economic power. To unravel 
the mystery of this “economic miracle,” it is neces-
sary to analyze China’s path since 1978. Although 
turning the country to a market economy is a risky 
decision, it is clear that Deng Xiaoping made it af-
ter much thought. In order to mobilize the people 
for a common goal, Chairman Dan revived Con-
fucianism, relying on the historical consciousness 
of the people. Deng Xiaoping was able to use the 
idea of ​​creating the Xiaokang and Datong societ-
ies, inherited from Confucius’s theoretical legacy, 
in a campaign to explain socialism to the people by 
comparing socialism and communism. Speaking 
in plain language, Deng Xiaoping was able to turn 
the idea of ​​creating a “xiaokang” society into a new 
ideological weapon. Analyzing the way to create the 
“Xiaokang Society”, today’s concept of “Xiaokang” 
is the result of the intersection of the three ideas of 
Confucianism, Marxism and “socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics.” Although the current mean-
ing of “Xiaokang” has lost its historical meaning, 
the application of this concept will remain politi-
cally beneficial for the Chinese Communist Party. 
This concept played a legitimate discursive role in 
China’s transition to the market, which began after 
the Cultural Revolution. Xiaokang was a convenient 
way for party leaders to discuss the adoption of capi-
talist methods.

 Despite the difficulties and obstacles facing Chi-
na, the goal of creating a “xiaokang” society is near-
ing completion. The social orientation and gradual 
implementation of the reforms have created a posi-
tive environment for the majority of the population 
of the Celestial Land and made the population an ac-
tive supporter of change in the country. The concept 
of “Xiaokang” rose from the cultural-philosophical 
category to the political-economic category, form-
ing a new model of socialist development. Today, 
the concept of “xiaokang” includes not only the ma-
terial side of living standards, but also the political, 
cultural, social and environmental content. Achiev-
ing Xiaokang’s goal strengthens the party’s leader-
ship and lays a solid foundation for the realization of 
the “Chinese dream”. In short, for Chinese history 
Xiaokang is the purpose of the millennium, the pur-
pose of the centenary of party rule, the purpose of 
the last five-year plan, and the achievement of this 
goal is essential for the CPC.
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