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THE ROLE OF JAPANESE GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
IN COOPERATION IN EDUCATION:
THE CASE OF KAZAKHSTAN

Cooperation in education with high income countries is becoming more essential than ever. How-
ever, Kazakhstan is still falling short in development of educational cooperation with some of the high-
income countries in the world as Japan. This paper aims to clarify the role of Japanese governmental or-
ganizations in development of bilateral in Kazakh-Japan relationship as well as educational cooperation
between the two states. A historical and systematic analysis was used , for a better understanding the
policy of Japanese educational organizations in Kazakhstan. Along with official information of embas-
sies, the annual reports of a Kazakhstani university were used to conduct the research. In general, the
Japanese governmental organizations play a crucial role as actors that foster cultural integration, political
relations and peace-building. However, promotion of Japanese traditions and Japanese language educa-
tion can have an aim of strengthening its influence and prestige in Kazakhstan. Yet, especially in the
case of Japan and Kazakhstan, it is far from being a hegemony tool of a dominant country. The results of
this study may be useful for everyone who is interested in cooperation in education, Kazakhstan-Japan
relations, internationalization of higher education in Kazakhstan and the role of governmental bodies in
these processes.

Key words: cooperation in education, internationalization, Japan, Kazakhstan, governmental orga-
nizations.
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JKanoHAbIK, YKIMETTIK yibIMAAPAbIH, Ginim Gepyaeri
bIHTbIMAKTACTbIKTaFbl POAi: Ka3zakcTaH MbiCaAbIHAQ

Kasipri TaHAa AambiFaH eapepMeH GiniM 6epy caracblHAAFbI bIHTBIMAKTACTbIKTbIH MaHbI3AbIAbIFbl
apra Tycyae. Aaanaa, Kasakcran XKanoHus crskTbl 9AEMHIH, Kernbip AamblFaH eapepiMeH Giaim 6epy
CaAaCbIHAAFbI bIHTBIMAKTACTLIKTbI AQMbITyAQ 9AI Ae GOACa apTTa KaAbin OTbIp. by >kymbic XKanoHus
YKIMETTIK YMbIMAAPbIHbIH, EKi>KaKTbl Ka3aKCTaH->KarnoH KaTblHACTapblH AAMbITYAAFbl, COHAQM-aK, €Ki eA
apacbiHAafFbl 6iAiM 6epy CaAaCbIHAAFbI bIHTBIMAK TACTbIKThl TAAKbIAQYFa baFbiTTaAFaH. Makaaaaa Tapuxm-
KYMEAIK TanAayAbl KOAAQHY HOTUXKECIHAE >KaroHABIK GiAiM 6epy yiibiIMAapbiHbiH KasakcraHaarbl
casicaTbl 3epAEAEHAI. 3epTTey 6apbICbIHAQ EALTIAIKTEPAIH PECMU aKapaTTapbiMeH KaTap Ka3akCTaHAbIK,
YHUBEPCUTETTIH, XbIAABIK, ecenTepi narnaAaAaHbIAAbl. XKaArbl, KanoHABIK, YKIMETTIK yibIMAQP MSAEHU
MHTEerpaumusitbl, Cascu KaTbiHAaCTapAbl >oHe 6enbiTIWIAIKTI iArepireTeTiH cybbekTiaep peTiHae
MaHbI3Abl POA aTKapaAbl. AAAMAQ, eKiHLI >XaFblHaH, XKANnoH ASCTYPAEPiH HacmMxaTTay >KeHe >KaroH
TiAIH OKbITY JKanoHusHbIH KasakcTaHAarbl bIKMaAbl MEH GEAEAIH HbiFaiTyFa 6arbITTaAybl AQ MYMKIH.
AerenmeH, XKanoHus MeH KasakcTaHHbIH KapbIM-KaTbIHAChl YKaFAalbl AOMMHAHTTbl €AAIH rereMoHms
KYPaAblHa anMHaAyblHaH aAbIC. 3epTTeyaiH HaTuxeAepi BiAiM 6epy caracblHAAFbl bIHTBIMAKTACTbBIKKA,
Kaszak-»aroH KaTblHacTapbiHa, KasakcraHaarbl KoFapbl GIAIMHIH MHTEpHALMOHAAAQHYbIHA )KOHE OCbl
NPOLIECTEPAETi MEMAEKETTIK OPraHAAPAbIH POAIHE KbI3bIFYLUbIAbIK, TAaHbITATbIHAQP YLLIH NarnAaAbl 60Aa
aAaAbl.

Ty#in cesaep: 6inim Gepy CaracbiHAAFbI bIHTBIMAKTACTbIK, MHTEPHALMOHAAAAHABIPY, XKaroHus,
KasakcTtaH, yKIMeTTiK yrbiIMaap.
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POAb SINOHCKMX MPaBMTEAbCTBEHHbIX OPraHM3aLMin B COTPYAHMYECTBE
B chepe o6pasoBaHus Ha npumepe KasaxcraHa

CoTpyaHuuecTBo B cchepe 06pa3oBaHUs CO CTPaHaMM C BbICOKMM YPOBHEM AOXOAQ CTAHOBUTCS KaK
HMKOrAQ BaXKHbIM. Tem He MeHee, Ka3axcTaH Bce elle OTCTaeT B pa3BUTUM COTPYAHUYECTBA B 06AACTM
06pa3oBaH1s C HEKOTOPbIMU CTPaHaMM C BbICOKMMMU AOXOAAMM B MUPE, TakUMM Kak SnoHus. AaHHas
paboTa HanpaBAeHa Ha OOCY>XAEHME POAU AMOHCKMX MPaBUTEALCTBEHHbIX OpraHu3almii B pasBUTUM
ABYCTOPOHHMX Ka3aXCTAHCKO-SIMOHCKMX OTHOLLEHWI, a Tak)Ke B 0O6pa30BaTeAbHOM COTPYAHMUECTBE
MEXAY ABYMsl CTpaHamu. B pe3yAbTaTe npuMeHeHUsi MCTOPUKO-CMCTEMHOrO aHaAm3a OblAa M3yuyeHa
NOAUTMKA SINMOHCKMX 0O6pa3oBaTeAbHbIX opraHu3aumii B Kasaxcrane. Hapsiay ¢ odumumanbHom nHdop-
MauMert TMOCOAbCTB, AAS TPOBEAEHUS MCCAEAOBAHUSI UCTIOAb30BAaAUCh TOAOBble OTYeTbl Kasax-
CTaHCKOro By3a. B UeAOM SINMOHCKME MPaBMTEAbCTBEHHblE OPraHM3aLuuM UrpailoT peLlalollyld POAb
B KayecTBe aKTOpOB, CMOCOOCTBYIOWMX KYAbTYPHOM MHTErpaumum, MOAUTUYECKMM OTHOLLEHUSIM 1
MUPO cTpouTeAabcTBY. OAHAKO, C APYrOit CTOPOHbI, MPOABUXKEHUE AMOHCKUX TPAAMLMIA U 0byueHune
SMOHCKOMY $13bIKy MOXXET MMETb LEAbIO YKPernAeHue BAMSHUS M mpecTmka SAnoHun B KasaxcraHe.
Tem He MeHee, B cAaydae AnoHum u KasaxcTaHa, cuTyaums Aaseka OT MEpPexXoAd K WMHCTPYMEHTY
rereMOHUM AOMUHUPYIOLLLEN CTPaHbl. Pe3yAbTaTbl AQHHOTO MCCAEAOBaHUS MOTYT ObITb MOAE3HbI BCEM,
KTO 3auMHTepecoBaH B COTPyAHUUYECTBe B cdrepe 06pa3oBaHMs, Ka3axCTaHCKO-SNMOHCKUX OTHOLLEHUSIX,
MHTepHauMoHaAM3aLmm Bbicluero obpasosarms B KazaxctaHe 1 poAU rocy AQpPCTBEHHbIX OPraHoB B 3TUX

npoueccax.

KaloueBble caoBa: COTPYAHNYECTBO B cdoepe O6pa3OBaHl/lﬂ, MHTEPHaUMOHaAM3aUu4, ﬂﬂOHMﬂ,

Ka3aXCTaH, roCyAapCTBEHHbIE OpraHn3aunn.

Introduction

In 2015 all member states of UNESCO adopted
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and
renewed their commitment to education (United Na-
tions, 2015). There are 17 sustainable development
goals (SDG’s) listed in the agenda, that include “en-
suring inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.” In a
sense, the SDG’s become as the basis for the adop-
tion of the State Program 2030, in which education
is defined as one of the key aspects in development
of Kazakhstan and joining top 30 countries in the
world.

Moreover the President Kassym-Jomart To-
kayev in his recent statement stressed the role of
education to develop human capital as well as econ-
omy in the Republic of Kazakhstan (Official site of
the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 2020).
Thus, the role of cooperation in education with high
income countries becomes more essential than ever.
However, Kazakhstan is still falling short in devel-
opment of educational cooperation with some of the
high-income countries in the world as Japan. This
paper aims to clarify the role of Japanese govern-
mental organizations in development of bilateral in
Kazakh-Japan relationship as well as educational
cooperation between the two states.

Bilateral relationship between the Republic
of Kazakhstan and Japan has been studied by do-
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mestic and foreign scholars in terms of political
and economic cooperation (Dissyukov, 2019; Len,
2008; Takeshi, 2008; Uyama, 2008). As Kazakhstan
and Japan has common history of atomic bombing
and nuclear tests, many studies on health issues of
bombed regions have been conducted by Japanese
and Kazakh researchers (Akanov u ap., 2009; Meir-
manov u ap., 2003). However, there are only few
works to discuss educational cooperation between
the countries.

The aim of this work is to show the role of Japa-
nese governmental organization in the educational
cooperation as well as bilateral relations.

Materials and methods

This paper focuses on activities of Japanese
governmental organizations; it is a descriptive study
that aims for a better understanding of the role of the
organizations in educational cooperation between
the countries. To collect existing works on interna-
tional cooperation in education, bilateral relations
between Kazakhstan and Japan a literature review
was used. Policy documents of Kazakhstan as State
Program 2030 and The State of the Nation Address
were analyzed for identifying the importance of ed-
ucation in policy of the country.

To conduct the research along with official in-
formation of embassies, the annual reports of Al-
Farabi Kazakh National University were used.
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Literature review

Cooperation in the field of education has deep
connection with social development cooperation
and economic cooperation. As education refers to
human capacity development, technology transfer,
and skills training (King, 2020), it plays crucial role
in foreign policy. The core of social welfare and
social infrastructure are formed by educational and
medical industries, thus educational cooperation can
contribute to the local economy and society.

Internationalization of higher education is en-
hancing cooperation between countries. Many
scholars support the idea of internationalization as
a compelling and logical approach to increasing
harmonization at the intra-regional and interregion-
al levels (Jinachai & Anantachoti, 2014; Khalid u
ap., 2019), pointing out its goals of improving and
standardizing the academic experience worldwide,
encouraging cultural and political relations and bal-
ancing processes of cultural integration, economic
and social development, peace-building, strategic
partnership by producing academic outcomes and
human resources (Chapman u ap., 2014; Chung &
Lee, 2019; Knight, 2014; Kuroda u ap., 2014).

Another group of scholars claim contribution of
internationalization of higher education to reinforc-
ing dominant higher education domains than to inte-
gration (Feuer & Hornidge, 2015), argue how higher
education has become strategically important for
some dominant regions in creating ‘minds’ as well
as ‘markets’ for its knowledge economy (Robertson
& Keeling, 2008), and become as a hegemonic tool
of normative power (Figueroa, 2010; Hartmann,
2008).

There are several levels of engagement de-
pending on case as on government-to-government,
institution-to-institution, international organization-
to-government using universities as intermediaries
(Wan & Sirat, 2017). However, in this work we will
discuss initiatives of government or governmental
organizations to institutions as in the case of Ka-
zakhstan and Japan.

The cooperation between Kazakhstan and Japan
in the field of higher education has been discussed
only by few researchers (Rustemova u ap., 2020).

Results and discussion

The principles of transparency in the foreign
policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan have made
it possible to establish contacts with the education
systems of other countries in education and culture.
Establishment of international relations and coop-

eration in education contributes to the development
of human resources (Chung & Lee, 2019).

The visit of the former President of the Republic
of Kazakhstan N.A. Nazarbayev to Japan on April
6-9, 1994 had a great impact on the foundation of
Kazakh-Japanese relations. Following the visit, a
Joint Statement was signed and notes on the recog-
nition of treaties and agreements between the USSR
and Japan were exchanged. In the political docu-
ment, it has been noted that Japan supports Kazakh-
stan’s ongoing reforms. As a result of the official
visit of the President, the Government of Japan de-
cided to provide technical and financial assistance
through the Official Development Assistance Pro-
gram to support the strengthening of Kazakhstan’s
independence.

The main actors in the cooperation between the
two countries in the field of higher education are the
ministries of education and government agencies,
universities, academies and institutes. Depending
on the type of these actors, the partnership between
Kazakhstan and Japan in the field of education can
be divided into several levels:

1. Cooperation at the state level

2. Development of cooperation through govern-
ment organizations

3. Inter-university partnership, including public
and private universities

4. Education support projects at the individual
level, including non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) and non-profit organizations.

The first group includes interstate agreements
in higher education, joint universities of the two
countries. However, cooperation between Kazakh-
stan and Japan in higher education at the state level
and approval by official documents is still lagging
behind. Therefore, the partnership at this level is of-
ten one-sided. For example, students can join aca-
demic mobility and full degree programs provided
by by Japanese government. For example, Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Tech-
nology (MEXT) annually offers a scholarship pro-
gram that allows talented youth to study in Japan.
The program, supported by the Embassy of Japan in
Kazakhstan, offers scholarships for bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s and doctoral degrees, and a one-year Japanese
language course. From the Kazakh side, the Bolas-
hak program provides opportunities for Kazakhstani
youth to study for master’s and doctoral degrees.

The second group includes projects to develop
cooperation and establish partnerships through Jap-
anese government agencies such as the Japan Foun-
dation, Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA), Japan Student Services Organization (JAS-
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SO). The Japan Foundation is a Japanese govern-
ment organization dedicated to the implementation
of comprehensive programs of cultural exchange
around the world. The Foundation works to orga-
nize various events, provide information services,
and facilitate people-to-people contacts in order to
deepen mutual understanding between the people
of Japan and other countries. The Japan Foundation
mainly offers various programs in four areas: 1) Ex-
change in the field of art and culture; 2) Teaching
Japanese abroad; 3) Japanese studies and intellec-
tual exchange, as well as 4) Strengthening cultural
exchange in Asia. The latest program is aimed at
citizens and organizations of ten ASEAN (the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations) member states
(The Japan Foundation, 2020). There are programs
offered by the Foundation in each of these areas,
and individuals and organizations can participate in
them. In the field of communications with Kazakh-
stan, the first two of the above areas are being imple-
mented on a regular basis.

The Exchanges in the field of art and culture are
divided into several areas, for example: 1) providing
financial assistance to Japanese artists and organiza-
tions to participate in foreign events; 2) support of
foreign art and cultural organizations in the promo-
tion or introduction of Japanese traditions. The latter
is divided into four categories:

e financial assistance to theaters;

e support museums and other organizations in
organizing Japanese exhibitions;

e assistance to the infrastructure of foreign
museums in order to promote Japanese art and
collections;

o financial assistance to foreign publications
and translators for the translation and publication of
works written in Japanese.

A lot of work is being done in art and culture,
specifically the regular organization of exhibitions of
Japanese art. For example, in 2019, the Japan Foun-
dation and the Embassy of Japan, organized a travel-
ing exhibition of modern wooden nets (fEAH 7 A
2> HAE R AR KAFEEE, 2019). The exhibition was
held in Almaty and Nur-Sultan. In Japanese culture,
Netske dates back to the Edo period. Originally, it
was a utility item for men’s kimonos, a small hook
for medicine or cigarette packs. Over time, the
Neutsuke became an object of independent artistic
values and collections, reaching the level of true art.
Such exhibitions include a traveling exhibition “100
Modern Japanese Designs” in 2017, consisting of
100 exhibits organized by the Japan Foundation (
EOYT7TARZHMERBARKEE, 2017). The

exhibits include furniture, household appliances,
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stationery, tableware, clothing, vehicles, etc.. Since
the design of such everyday objects is a reflection of
Japanese aesthetic beauty and lifestyles, visitors of
the exhibition had the opportunity to get acquainted
with the latest trends and features of Japanese
culture. In 2016, the Japan Foundation, the Embassy
of Japan and the National Museum of Kazakhstan
organized an exhibition of contemporary Japanese
artists «The main artist — the five phenomena:
traditions and innovation.» The exhibition presents
works of metal, calligraphy, traditional lacquer art,
traditional Japanese painting «Nihongay.

Teaching Japanese abroad program covers the
following activities: 1) allocation of grants to foreign
educational centers that teach Japanese; 2) training
of Japanese language teachers among foreign spe-
cialists (at the institute in Saitama prefecture); 3) on-
line training of Japanese language teachers; 4) train-
ing of foreign teachers and specialists in the cultural
and academic spheres (at the Japan Foundation Japa-
nese-Language Institute, Kansai, Osaka city). These
programs are often attended by Kazakh specialists
that major in Japanese studies and Kazakh univer-
sities that has the department of Japanese studies.
Among them are joint projects and grants of Al-Far-
abi Kazakh National University (KazNU), which is
the largest center of Japanese studies in Kazakhstan.
For example, in 2017, the Japan Foundation provid-
ed assistance to KazNU teachers for four projects.
This accounted for 8% of international projects and
grants in which the university participated during
that year ( Otchet o nauchno-issledovatelskoi i in-
novacionnoi deyatelnosti KazNU im.al-Farabo za
2016 god, 2017, p. 97). In terms of share, this is less
than the Eramus + projects implemented at KazNU.
Such achievements reflect the close relationship be-
tween the Foundation and the KazNU. Among the
projects is the project ‘Nihongo Projects — Tour of
Japanese Class in Kazakhstan’ led by senior lec-
turer of the Far East Department of the Faculty of
Oriental Studies. The project was implemented in
2015-2017, and the amount of financial assistance
allocated in 2017 amounted to 452.4 thousand
tenge (Otchet o nauchno-issledovatelskoi i innova-
cionnoi deyatelnosti KazNU im.al-Farabo za 2015
god, 2016) ( Otchet o nauchno-issledovatelskoi i
innovacionnoi deyatelnosti KazNU im.al-Farabo
za 2016 god, 2017, p. 103). In 2016, with the sup-
port of the Japan Foundation, KazNU staff imple-
mented four projects. Among them projects as
‘Short Term Training Program for Foreign Teacher
of the Japanese Language’ and ‘Development of
the Japanese language in Kazakhstan’ can be used
as an exaplme.
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Japan Foundation annually invites Kazakhstani
Japanese language specialists to training courses at
the The Japan Foundation Japanese-Language Insti-
tute, Urawa, in Saitama Prefecture. The courses of-
fered by the institute are divided into several groups
and mainly include lectures on the methodology of
teaching the Japanese language, as well as introduc-
tions to Japanese culture and society. Teachers of
KazNU and Kazakh Ablai khan University of Inter-
national Relations and World Languages take part
in these courses every year for 6 weeks to 6 months.

From the early 1990s to the mid-2010s, the Ja-
pan Foundation sent its specialists to leading Kazakh
universities that have a department of Japanese stud-
ies. Its purpose was to contribute to the training of
professionals who major in Japanese language and
culture in Kazakhstan and the formation of a school
of Japanese studies. Due to the fact that the Kazakh
school of Japanese studies, which has a history of
almost twenty years, has been established and de-
veloped to a certain level, now the Japan Founda-
tion have stopped sending the Japanese language
specialists to Kazakhstan. Instead, professionals
from partner Japanese universities join Kazakhstani
academic society.

Training programs for foreign teachers and spe-
cialists in the cultural and academic fields offer Japa-
nese language courses for those who need to master
the Japanese language to conduct research or work.
There are also fall and spring courses for Japanese
language students that last from two to six weeks.
Students from Kazakhstan are mostly recommended
for two week courses by the Kazakh-Japan Center,
while the six week program is offered by the Faculty
of Oriental Studies of KazNU.

One Asia Foundation is an another Japanese or-
ganizations that supports projects aimed at the de-
velopment of Japanese language and culture in Ka-
zakhstan. From 2012 to 2016 by two projects were
supported by this fund, there are the project “Asian
Community” organized by a lecturer of the Faculty
of Oriental Studies and the project implemented by
the staff of the Faculty of Philosophy and Political
Science at KazNU ( Ofchet o nauchno-issledova-
telskoi i innovacionnoi deyatelnosti KazNU im.al-
Farabo za 2013 god, 2014; Otchet o nauchno-issle-
dovatelskoi i innovacionnoi deyatelnosti KazNU
im.al-Farabo za 2011-2012 god, 2012).

JICA is one of the organizations that continu-
ously contribute to the strengthening of educational
ties between the two countries. JICA is the only
government agency in Japan that provides Official
Development Assistance (ODA). The agency was
established to promote economic and social growth

and the development of international cooperation in
developing countries. JICA has a solid legal basis
for its activities in the country, which is the Agree-
ment on Technical Cooperation between the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan and Japan, signed in 2004. This
agreement was ratified by the Law of the Republic
of Kazakhstan dated June 20, 2005 Ne61-II1. Japan’s
assistance to Kazakhstan in the field of infrastruc-
ture, energy and other areas under the ODA has
been provided through this agency. According to the
official data of Japan, the main policy of the ODA
in Kazakhstan is to support the economic and social
development of the country, in particular:

1. Strengthen the country’s ability to receive
assistance through further promotion of the market
economy, support for economic development
and macroeconomic stability and public sector
efficiency.

2. Provide support to boost the local economy
in order to support their own efforts to improve the
well-being of the population through sustainable
economic growth.

3. Pay special attention to the development of
human resources in the country, continuing to sup-
port the property of Kazakhstan and the economic
situation in the country.

4. Efforts to promote the Japanese ODA program
in Kazakhstan through the effective use of Kusanone
Grant Assistance for small social projects to ensure
human security, which is expected to be highly ef-
fective, albeit with little support (Rustemova, 2020).
As stated in the purpose of the program, ODA was
provided mainly in the areas of production, infra-
structure, agriculture, health, and the environment.
This is evidenced by the fact that out of about 40
activities implemented since the early 1990s, the
project is the only one aimed at training and human
resources.

It has been widely discussed by researchers that
the foreign policy of the state includes political, hu-
manitarian, cultural and educational assistance, as
well as the pursuit of peace, establishing its influence
and prestige in the region and the world (Gromogla-
sova, 2018; Kirecci, 2015). In addition to promoting
Kazakhstan’s economic development and protection
of human rights and promoting democracy through
ODA, Japan aims to strengthen its image by ensur-
ing friendly economic and energy security, deepen-
ing friendly ties through training and culture.

A significant event in the field of education with-
in the ODA was the establishment of the Kazakh-
Japanese Center for Human Resource Development
(KJC) in partnership with JICA and Narxoz univer-
sity (former the Kazakh Economic University named
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after T. Ryskulov). The protocol on the opening of
the center was signed in 2000 (Kazakhstan-Japan
Center, 6. 1.). The main purpose of KJC is to deep-
en mutual understanding between the peoples of the
two countries through the preparation of human re-
sources and the exchange of information on the tran-
sition to a market economy. The center organizes
special courses on business management, Japanese
language courses. Along with students, teachers and
entrepreneurs also can get a variety of information
about Japan and cultural and educational relation-
ship between the two countries. Since 2002, the cen-
ter has been conducting a training program for small
and medium businesses. Since 2010, these programs
have been followed by Kaizen courses based on the
Japanese experience, consisting of short, modular
seminars taught by highly qualified specialists. As
part of the “Practical Business Courses in Japan”
organized by JICA, participants in kaizen trainings
also have the opportunity to visit Japanese factories
in Japan. There students can learn optimization of
the production process, management, marketing,
staff training, etc., attend lectures on various topics
and meet with specialists. Since its inception, the
center has conducted more than 200 kaizen courses,
which were attended by more than 4,000 people.
More than 20 consultants and trainers took part in
trainings in Japan (JICA Alumni Association in the
Republic of Kazakhstan, 2012, c. 18).

One of the most important events organized by
the KJC together with the Japan Foundation is the
Nihongo Nouryokushiken exam, which determines
the level of the Japanese language proficiency. The
exam is held twice a year and a certificate is issued.
In cooperation with private and public Japanese uni-
versities and Japanese language schools the center
organizes an exhibition “Study in Japan.

The Kazakh-Japanese center regularly organizes
various cultural events, such as the Day of Japanese
Culture, ikebana, origami, kimono, tea ceremony,
calligraphy, Yosakoi dances. KIC was opened in
Almaty, and the development project lasted for al-
most ten years. In order to ensure sustainable devel-
opment in the local area, in 2012 the center became
a part of Narxoz university and currently is one of
the linking organizations between the two countries
in education, culture and other areas.

JICA has also provided direct assistance to Ka-
zakhstani universities that train Japanese major stu-
dents, such as the organization of language class-
rooms, the provision of the necessary equipments
and teaching materials, etc.

Types of JICA cooperation include research on
development projects (development of master plans,
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etc.), implementation of technical development proj-
ects, sending Japanese experts and inviting experts
from developing countries to Japan for internships.
According to the latter, JICA invites engineers and
administrators to Japan to train young leaders in the
latest technologies and skills in various fields. This
program, aimed at contributing to the development
of Kazakhstan using the knowledge and technol-
ogy acquired in Japan, gives a great impetus to the
deepening of friendship between the two countries.
Since its inception in Kazakhstan, JICA has trained
more than 1,100 civil servants, representatives of
the private sector and non-governmental organiza-
tions in Japan in the fields of economics, finance,
water quality control, agriculture, health and others.
the past. In March 2010, the graduates of these train-
ing courses formed the JICA Alumni Association in
Kazakhstan. The main purpose of the Association
is to contribute to the socio-economic development
of Kazakhstan, the strengthening of friendly rela-
tions between the two countries through the shar-
ing of knowledge and technology acquired in Japan.
The Association has more than 200 members, and it
is planned to further increase the number of future
members. Among the activities of the Alumni Asso-
ciation are the organization of seminars on Japanese
technologies with JICA, the organization of events
to introduce the culture of Japan, the publication of
a bulletin “Japan — Kazakhstan: Bridges of Friend-
ship”, etc. can be noted (JICA Alumni Association
in the Republic of Kazakhstan, 2012, c. 14).

JASSO is an independent administrative agen-
cy established on April 1, 2004 by reorganizing
and integrating scholarship programs offered by
the Japan Scholarship Foundation. The main pur-
pose of the organization is to promote international
understanding and support in the education of cre-
ative human resources that will contribute to future
generations, to create a favorable environment for
students studying in universities. The Agency’s
programs can be divided into three main groups:
1) scholarships and loans for Japanese students; 2)
scholarships for foreign students; 3) student assis-
tance programs, including programs for students
with special needs, such as career support, students
with disabilities (Japan Student Service Organiza-
tion, 2020). As JASSO does not have an official
office in Kazakhstan, documents can be submit-
ted through the Embassy of Japan in Kazakhstan.
However, JASSO scholarships can be obtained
by Kazakhstani students through Japanese partner
universities of Kazakh higher education institu-
tions. This is the most common way of studying in
Japan among Kazakh youth.
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Conclusion

The relations between Kazakhstan and Japan in
the education and culture began with the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations and have now reached
a new level. As a result of concerned efforts of the
universities and the government agencies, a lot of
work has been done. However, comparing with the
outcomes of diplomatic and economic cooperation
mentioned in previous work, outputs of educational
cooperation is still encountering difficulties. One of
the main reasons is the absence of a special legal
framework for cooperation in education, and per-
haps in science and culture. Singing a legal base on
governmental level will certainly give a big impetus
to these relations and lay the foundation for realiza-
tion of different activities and projects. Furthermore,
the creation of special programs for Kazakhstani or
Japanese students and teaching staff would be pos-
sible. Currently, most activities implemented by
Japanese governmental organizations are aimed not

specifically to Kazakhstani society, but are being ac-
complished as part of the general programs.

At present only KazNU is getting financial
assistance from Japan Foundation and carrying
out projects. However, there are other universities
that have Departments of Japanese studies too. If
they also be more proactive, cooperation would
broaden.

In general, the Japanese governmental organiza-
tions play a crucial role as actors that foster cultural
integration, political relations and peace-building.
Many cultural and educational activities are aimed
to encourage mutual understanding between the two
countries, to develop human resources that would be
bridges between Japan and Kazakhstan. However,
promotion of Japanese traditions and Japanese lan-
guage education can have an aim of strengthening
its influence and prestige in Kazakhstan. Yet, espe-
cially in the case of Japan and Kazakhstan, it is far
from being a hegemony tool of a dominant coun-
tries, as have discussed by some scholars.
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