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CHINA-KAZAKHSTAN: COOPERATION AND INNOVATION  
IN EDUCATION AS PART OF THE BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE

The dynamic economic growth of China, the expansion of trade, the huge demographic potential, 
the development of innovations and the introduction of new technologies have attracted the attention 
of politicians and researchers from around the world. A new level of economic integration between 
Kazakhstan and China requires enhanced cooperation not only in the political, trade, financial sectors, 
but also, which is no less important, in the field of education and innovation. This is because not only 
politicians, businessmen, but also ordinary people will join the system of relations in the process of the 
economic integration of the two countries, with their help joint production and joint products will be 
created. Implementation of the Belt and Road initiative raises new challenges for Kazakhstan and China’s 
cultural and educational spheres. The goal of the research is to examine the prospects of cooperation and 
innovation in the field of education within the context of the Belt and Road initiative, identify the main 
areas of educational cooperation and identify key areas of cooperation between Kazakhstan and China. 
This article contributes to the sense of the Belt and Road initiative to improve the theory and practice 
of international cooperation between China and Kazakhstan in the field of education and innovation.
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Қытай-Қазақстан: «Белдеу және жол» бастамасы аясында білім беру  
саласындағы ынтымақтастық және инновация

Қытай Халық Республикасының экономикасының қарқынды дамуы, сауданың өсуі, орасан 
зор демографиялық әлеуеті, инновациялардың дамуы мен жаңа технологияларды енгізуі 
әлемнің көптеген саясаткерлері мен зерттеушілерінің назарын аударады. Қазақстан мен Қытай 
арасындағы экономикалық интеграцияның жаңа деңгейі саяси, сауда-саттық, қаржы саласындағы 
ғана емес, сонымен қатар білім беру мен инновациялар саласындағы ынтымақтастықты 
кеңейтуді қажет етеді. Бұл екі елдің экономикалық интеграциясы процесінде тек саясаткерлер, 
кәсіпкерлер ғана емес, қарапайым адамдар да қарым-қатынас жүйесіне қосыла алатындығына 
байланысты, олардың бірлескен еңбегімен бірлескен жаңа өнімдер пайда болады. «Белдеу және 
жол» бастамасын іске асыру барысында екі елдің мәдени және білім беру салалары үшін жаңа 
міндеттер және мәселелер туғызады. Зерттеудің басты мақсаты «Белдеу және жол» бастамасы 
аясында білім беру саласындағы ынтымақтастық пен инновациялардың болашағын зерттеу, 
білім саласындағы ынтымақтастықтың негізгі бағыттарын анықтау және Қазақстан мен Қытай 
арасындағы келісімдер арқылы инновацияларды енгізудің негізгі жолдарын анықтау. Мақала 
Қазақстан мен Қытайдың Халық Республикасының «Белдеу және жол» бастамасы аясындағы 
халықаралық ынтымақтастықтың теориясы мен тәжірибесін түсінуді жақсартуға бағытталған.

Түйін сөздер: ынтымақтастық, білім беру, «Белдеу және жол» бастамасы, Қазақстан, Қытай.
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Китай – Казахстан: сотрудничество и инновации  
в сфере образования в рамках инициативы «Пояс и путь»

Динамичный экономический рост Китая, расширение торговли, огромный демографический 
потенциал, развитие инноваций и внедрение новых технологий – все это привлекает внимание 
политиков и исследователей всего мира. Новый уровень экономической интеграции между 
Казахстаном и Китаем требует усиления взаимодействия не только в политической, торговой, 
финансовой сферах, но и, что не менее важно, в сфере образования и инновации. Это связано с 
тем, что в систему отношений в процессе экономической интеграции двух стран будут вступать 
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не только политики, бизнесмены, но также и простые люди, руками которых будут создаваться 
совместные производства и совместная продукция. Реализация инициативы «Пояс и путь» ставит 
новые задачи для культурной и образовательной сферы обеих стран. Целью данной статьи является 
изучение перспектив сотрудничества и инноваций в сфере образования в контексте инициативы 
«Пояс и путь», определение основных направлений сотрудничества в сфере образования и 
определение ключевых сфер взаимодействия в области инноваций между Казахстаном и Китаем. 
Статья направлена на улучшение понимания теории и практики международного сотрудничества 
Казахстана и Китая в рамках инициативы «Пояс и путь».

Ключевые слова: сотрудничество, образование, «Пояс и путь», Казахстан, Китай.

Introduction

The dynamic economic growth of China, 
the expansion of trade, the huge demographic 
potential, the development of innovations and the 
introduction of new technologies have attracted 
the attention of politicians and researchers from 
around the world.

The Belt and Road Initiative, launched by the 
President of PRC Xi Jinping in the first year after 
taking office on September 7, 2013, at Nazarbayev 
University, has attracted widespread attention both 
in China and in other countries include. In a speech 
entitled “Promote friendship between our peoples 
and work together to build a bright future”, he 
announced plans for China to create an economic 
belt to connect the Chinese market with Central 
Asia, the Middle East, and Europe (Fengzongxian, 
2014). The Belt and Road strategic initiative is 
closely linked to China’s geographic location and 
history. From the economic development point 
of view and the growth of expansion of regional 
economic cooperation, this is the main motive 
for China’s policy about all regions, in particular 
about its neighbors. The Belt and Road initiative, 
according to the Chinese Government, has the 
same objectives as the Chinese Dream:Promoting 
comprehensive and sustainable security in Asia 
through mutually beneficial cooperation, peaceful 
settlement of disputes, and partnership growth, 
harmonious ties among countries. Introduction 
of cultural exchanges between countries, leading 
to the joint development of different civilizations. 
Cooperation and innovation in the field of education 
are an integral part of the cultural exchange between 
Kazakhstan and China.

A new level of economic integration between 
Kazakhstan and China requires enhanced 
cooperation not only in the political, trade, financial 
sectors, but also, which is no less important, in the 
field of education and innovation. This is because 
not only politicians, businessmen, but also ordinary 
people will join the system of relations in the process 
of the economic integration of the two countries, 

with their help joint production and joint products 
will be created.

Implementation of the Belt and Road initiative 
raises new challenges for Kazakhstan and China’s 
cultural and educational spheres. This means that 
economic integration at a new level will require 
the cultural and educational integration of the two 
countries. First of all, it is about solving problems 
related to intercultural communication between 
the two peoples. This communication should be 
based on the equality of the cultures included in 
the communication. Thus, in the framework of 
international cooperation, a lot of work is done in 
the field of education. The economic and political 
interaction between Kazakhstan and China is well 
studied in world Chinese studies, while cooperation 
in the field of education still requires research 
and systematization since this area makes a great 
contribution to the promotion of China’s interests, 
values and the development of Chinese influence 
in the region. An analysis of the available scientific 
publications reflecting the issues of China to 
Kazakhstan collaboration in the field of education 
and innovation allows us to conclude that there is 
an insufficient scientific elaboration of the topic 
and the practical absence of generalizing works in 
this area. Thus, this article is intended to fill the gap 
in this area. This article contributes to the sense of 
the Belt and Road initiative to improve the theory 
and practice of international cooperation between 
China and Kazakhstan in the field of education and 
innovation.

Justification of the choice of article and goals 
The goal of the research is to examine the 

prospects of cooperation and innovation in the field 
of education within the context of the Belt and Road 
initiative, identify the main areas of educational 
cooperation and identify key areas of cooperation 
between Kazakhstan and China.

Scientific research methodology 
A systematic approach is defined as a 

methodological basis for the study, which allows 
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exploring the integral properties of an object, its 
structure, and dynamics. Thus, cooperation and 
innovations in the field of education between China 
and Kazakhstan are studied as a system of interrelated 
areas that determine the degree of external cultural 
and educational interaction between the two 
countries. For a more detailed study of the problem, 
general scientific and special methods of historical 
research were employed for a more detailed study of 
the question. Among the general scientific methods, 
the following were applied: analysis and synthesis, 
with which the relationship between China and 
Kazakhstan was scientifically studied in the context 
of the topic and research issue.

Results and discussions
There is an increasing interest in Chinese 

education among young people in Kazakhstan. 
Many young people study Chinese to study in China. 
Several Kazakhstani universities have partnerships 
with Chinese universities, in the framework of which 
students from Kazakhstan are trained. Considering 
statistics, over the past ten years, more and more 
students from Central Asia from Kazakhstan, receive 
education in China. According to researchers, the 
reason for this trend is the low quality of domestic 
higher and secondary education, as well as the high 
cost of education. (Sadovskaya Y, 2013). Also, an 
important factor in this matter is the impressive 
economic development of China, which many define 
as a “Chinese miracle”, contributing to the spread of 
the Chinese language throughout the world. A valuable 
tool for this proliferation is the Confucius institutions 
scattered around the world today. Through this, the 
Chinese language is becoming one of the world 
languages in the modern world and an important 
means of global intercultural communication. 

The Chinese language is becoming increasingly 
popular among young people and other parts of 
the population along with English, and educational 
grants from the PRC government and Confucius 
Institutes also contribute to this. Thus, the Chinese 
language is becoming not only a means of obtaining 
an education, but also helps in improving the 
professional level of specialists who are associated 
with the Chinese economy or other areas of China’s 
activities. By learning the Chinese language, 
Kazakhstan people today are much better acquainted 
with China, its people, and culture. Before moving 
on to the analysis of cooperation and innovation 
in the field of education between Kazakhstan and 
China within Belt and Road initiative, it is useful to 
focus briefly on the characteristics of the education 
system that currently exists in China.

Education in China has always been of 
great importance. The Institute of Education is 
traditionally perceived in Chinese society as one of 
the highest values, which is why it is not surprising 
that education was one of the key factors that ensured 
the existence of the Chinese “economic miracle”. 
Through the implementation of a long-term state 
program, the Chinese education system is currently 
one of the leading and most prestigious in the world.

This fact is determined by the following 
indicators:

Quantitative. Currently, in the PRC there are 
about a million educational institutions of various 
levels and profiles, in which more than 200 million 
people are studying (N. Baytemirov, 2017:74).

An integrated approach to higher education. 
There are nine basic universities in the PRC, which 
are not only educational institutions, but also the 
largest research centers, each of which implements 
a certain specialization and cooperates with major 
companies. Thus, the necessary connection is 
achieved between education, science, and industrial 
activity, which, in turn, allows us to realize the 
key request of post-industrial development, which 
consists of turning science into the main productive 
force of society. The result of this approach is the 
high place of the PRC among the world economies 
- leaders in the creation and implementation of 
various nanotechnological industries.

Performance indicators of higher education 
institutions. Over the past 20 years alone, 20 
thousand Doctors of Sciences have received 
degrees in the country. Currently, 160 thousand 
postgraduate students are preparing a doctoral thesis 
(N. Baytemirov, 2017:75).

The implemented system of job placement for 
high school graduates including foreign citizens.

Thus, the perception of the development 
experience of the Chinese education system 
is essential for building an effective economy. 
Countries participating in integration projects 
implemented as part of the Belt and Road Initiative 
are given that opportunity.

It should be noted that for the economy of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, improving the educational 
system based on progressive standards of the PRC 
is of great importance, considering its negative 
characteristics. Among them, firstly, an objective 
reduction in the quality of the provision of education 
services due to the collapse of the USSR and the 
socio-economic structural crisis, Secondly, a major 
weakening of the link between the higher education 
system and applied science and development, and 
thirdly, the lack of the requisite teaching materials for 
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the organization of the educational process relating 
to the study of advanced technologies characteristic 
of post-industrial economies.

China’s position in the 21st-century international 
education market is better than Kazakhstan’s, 
so cooperation is promising and important for 
Kazakhstan. 2003 represented a significant 
milestone in coordinating and sustaining bilateral 
cooperation in the field of education. On 3 June 
2003, a specific regulatory act was signed in Astana 
between the Ministry of Education and Science of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Ministry of 
Education of the People’s Republic of China, which 
sets out the strategic basis for bilateral cooperation 
in the field of education-the Education Cooperation 
Agreement. The signing of this document laid the 
foundation for the legal consolidation of cooperation 
in some areas. From 2003 to 2005, to increase the 
output of joint scientific research and to extend the 
exchange between the two countries in the field 
of education, this agreement identified the main 
areas of cooperation, including the exchange of 
information on the education system and reforms, 
the guidance of students from both countries on 
different exchange programs, cooperation in the 
study and propagation of the official languages of 
both nations.

This resolution marked the beginning of an 
agreement on the mutual recognition of educational 
documents.

At the current stage, relations between 
Kazakhstan and China have reached a high level. 
The legal framework of modern Kazakh-Chinese 
cooperation in the field of education is developing 
and improving. Since the early 2000s, the leadership 
of the two countries has been striving to improve and 
establish areas of cooperation in education such as 
student exchanges, as well as support for language 
study and dissemination Kazakhstan’s students are 
characterized by their high mobility in the world’s 
academic circles, in which over thirty thousand 
young Kazakhstanis study abroad each year, and 
China, in effect, at this stage of development is 
one of the most popular destinations for getting 
the education. Unfortunately, there are no official 
statistics on the number of studies Kazakhstanis 
in China. According to the Kazakh ambassador, 
there were about 11,2 thousand Kazakh students in 
Chinese universities in 2014 in China (Interview of 
the Ambassador). About 700 Kazakhstani students 
have obtained diplomas from Chinese universities 
in 2013, he says. Among young Kazakhstanis, the 
most famous universities are in Beijing, Shanghai, 
and Urumqi. Students go to the PRC both through the 

state line, under the presidential program “Bolashak” 
to improve the education level of specialists in 
the republic and at their own expense (mfa.gov.
kz). Most of them study the Chinese language and 
related areas. Humanities are primarily in demand, 
as well as those related to the oil and gas industry 
and information technology. (M. Muankyzy, 2013). 
In China, there are even several Kazakhstani 
student associations that bring together university 
students in 9 Chinese cities (Beijing, Shanghai, 
Guangzhou, Sia Urumqi, Dalian, Wuhan, Xiamen, 
Zibo). Every year, the attractiveness of China to 
young Kazakhstanis is growing. This is explained 
primarily by the accessibility (Chinese universities 
teach foreigners with any degree of initial training), 
the relative cheapness of training (as compared to 
the US and Europe), the good quality of education 
in PRC (especially in the natural, technical sciences 
and, of course, in the Chinese language), as well as 
relative safety and geographical proximity. Based on 
data from various Chinese and domestic information 
sources, it is apparent that, relative to universities in 
the United States or the Russian Federation, there 
has been a significant increase in Kazakh youth’s 
preferences to join universities in the PRC in recent 
years. And this applies both to school education, 
colleges, and universities. Many reasons arouse 
the interest of Kazakhstan graduates in this area. 
The activity of China in the Kazakhstani education 
market is simply amazing. China, where only 2% 
of the adult population have higher education, 
positions education in their country as affordable, 
sometimes even free and most importantly 
corresponding to the highest world ratings 
(Akhmetzhanova A., 2012:155). Many scholarships 
are offered. Announced the possibility of admission 
without mandatory passing entrance exams as in 
Kazakhstan. Various discounts for accommodation 
and the possibility of receiving scholarships from 
the PRC Government are advertised.

Kazakhstan is also a relatively popular country 
among Chinese students, as Chinese university 
entrance exams at state universities in China are 
quite difficult, so Chinese students are trying to 
find options abroad, and Kazakhstan is one of them. 
Chinese students come to Kazakhstan mainly to 
learn the Russian language, as the Russian language 
is in high demand in the field of commerce, and 
the cost of training is lower than in Russia’s big 
cities. In Kazakhstan, the spread of the Chinese 
language is many times faster than in China the 
Kazakh language. That depends on a lot of factors. 
The Chinese language is becoming increasingly 
popular in the world. China is gaining momentum, 
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both economically and politically. The picture of a 
thriving Chinese society is gaining ground. China, 
with its rich history and far-reaching opportunities, 
is very attractive to Kazakhstanis, ranging from 
training to employment, so young Kazakhstanis 
play an important role in popularizing the language, 
as Chinese language literacy significantly increases 
labor market competitiveness (Guangmin Ribao, 
2013:5).

The most important and key organization in the 
propagation of the Chinese language is Confucius 
Institutes, 5 Confucius Institutes in various parts 
of the country have already opened in Kazakhstan, 
these Institutions provide a wide range of services 
in the learning of the Chinese language, as well 
study and research grants in China, which helps 
to increase interest and growth in demand among 
the youth. Things are much more complicated 
with the popularization of the Kazakh language in 
China, although one of Beijing’s universities has a 
department of Kazakh language and literature which 
develops textbooks for Chinese students to study 
the Kazakh language, as well as academic studies 
however due to the narrow specialization and lack 
of demand on the labor market the Kazakh language 
in universities is not very common.

Within the framework of international 
cooperation, as well as to improve the quality of 
teaching, foreign specialists are involved, native 
speakers work at different universities. This approach 
will help increase the competitiveness of domestic 
higher education in the context of the increasing 
internationalization of the educational services 
market, ensuring the influx of foreign students into 
our universities and reducing the outflow of solvent 
students abroad. The similar programs are solved 
by international exchange programs, which make 
it possible to adopt the best experience of foreign 
universities and contribute to increasing the prestige 
of national education. Naturally, a huge number 
of theoretical and practical issues arise during the 
implementation of the Belt and Road initiative, 
which must be addressed in the first place. In our 
opinion, these issues include, firstly, the construction 
of roads and the creation of infrastructure to ensure 
the normal operation of the Belt and Road initiative, 
secondly, the provision of this transport artery 
with a network of road maintenance and repair, 
the construction of gas stations and repair stations 
for servicing vehicles passing along this highway, 
thirdly, the construction of numerous hotels for 
recreation and maintenance of drivers, passengers, 
and tourists, fourthly, information support for the 
participants of Belt and road, fifthly, building a 

competent logistic connection of huge trade flows, 
sixth, medical and legal services.

All these issues in the context of the above 
tasks need scientific understanding and study and, 
accordingly, the development of scientifically based 
proposals and recommendations for resolving 
these issues. In our opinion, for representatives 
of university science and education, the issues 
of training the human resources and information 
support of the Belt and Road initiative are primarily 
important. There is no doubt that the implementation 
and maintenance of this initiative will require 
highly qualified specialists in both traditional and 
new fields, specialists in a new formation and 
competencies who can work and think at the level 
of requirements of this modern and large-scale 
initiative. Therefore, these tasks require coordination 
of efforts and resources of educational institutions to 
service this transport highway. We propose bilateral 
cooperation between universities located on the 
Great Silk Road. For example, for institutions that 
train language specialists, it is primarily important 
to prepare all kinds of reference books and 
dictionaries on economics, trade, law, tourism, the 
service sector, customs and tax laws, guides, atlases, 
and encyclopedias. It is also quite obvious that 
the implementation of the Chinese initiative will 
require coordination of the activities of educational 
institutions of the countries along the Silk Road, 
scientifically, human resources, information and 
other support for this great initiative, affecting the 
fate of the peoples living in this transport corridor.

The Belt and Road initiative will generate 
demand for research, primarily, for example, for the 
development of national logistics systems, which 
will significantly reduce intercontinental transport 
costs associated with the movement of resources. 
Also, an infrastructure of ongoing consultations at 
the level of experts, scientists, corporate and public 
administration will have to be created during the 
implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative, 
ensuring the development and maintenance of 
mutual understanding and creating an institutional 
basis for close cooperation between counties.

In our opinion, the provision of educational, 
scientific and information services in terms of 
providing this transport artery with the necessary 
scientific recommendations and expert opinions is 
very important for universities and research centers 
of countries involved in the Chinese Belt and 
Road initiative. For this, it is primarily important 
for educational institutions, scientists, expert 
communities, within the framework of mutually 
beneficial cooperation, to coordinate and synchronize 
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the training system, unite efforts to develop 
scientific problems to ensure the efficient operation 
of this transport highway, and give the scientific 
communities of these countries scientifically based 
expert opinions on the implementation of Belt and 
Road initiative. Thus, the Belt and Road initiative 
creates a great demand for science and education.

The activities of the SCO University will play 
an important role in promoting cooperation between 
our countries within the context of the Belt and 
Road Initiative. One of the goals of the organization, 
according to the Declaration on the Establishment 
of the SCO, is the development of humanitarian 
cooperation, in which special attention is given to 
promoting effective cooperation in the educational 
area. The education system is one of the key soft 
power factors, as it is in it that those values are laid 
which determine the nature of future interaction 
between SCO’s young generation representatives. 
Higher education institutions play a special role here, 
which introduces students to the ideals of mutual 
trust, equality, humanism, the desire for progress, 
that is, to the “Shanghai spirit” that distinguishes the 
SCO from other international organizations.

The achievement of the goals is met by the 
activities of the SCO University, the idea of 
creating SCO University was proposed in 2007 at 
the Bishkek summit of the heads of government of 
the SCO member countries. SCO University has 
begun to promote wider international cooperation 
among scientists, teachers, and students. In October 
2008, at the second meeting of the SCO member 
countries ‘ Ministers of Education in Astana, several 
documents were signed reflecting countries’ shared 
desire to create a university, as well as confirming 
the general substance of the SCO University 
Framework. A new version of the SCO University 
Concept was adopted at the Third Meeting of 
Ministers of Education, held in Novosibirsk in 
2010, which defined the main areas of preparation 
(regional studies, energy, nanotechnology, ecology, 
IT-technologies) and formulated the mission of the 
University: “The implementation of coordinated 
training of highly qualified human resources based 
on agreed innovative educational programs in the 
specialties of priority interest for the economic social 
development of the member states of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization” (uni-sco.ru).

The need for these areas is because previously 
Belt and Road initiative was considered a transport 
network for the economic development of the Silk 
Road countries, now the initiative is building up its 
humanitarian potential and the creation of a digital 
Silk Road. China is also experiencing the need for 

human resources in these areas. So, in mid-April 
2017, a 10-year youth development plan for 2016-
2025 was published in China, according to which 
millions of graduates of the PRC high school will be 
engaged in the development of new strategic sectors 
of the Chinese industry. The latest revision of the 
list of these industries was published by the Chinese 
government in February 2017. In the first place - 
information technology, then - the production of 
high-tech equipment, new materials, biotechnology, 
new energy vehicles, new and renewable energy, 
energy-saving and environmentally friendly 
technologies, digital innovations (xinhuanet.com).

In our opinion, the SCO University and the Belt 
and Road initiative have several complementary 
points. In the framework of two projects, much 
attention is paid to international and humanitarian 
cooperation aimed at educating the young 
generation, and the educational sphere is a common 
area of application.

Currently, most of the priority activities of the 
SCO University are aimed at solving scientific and 
educational tasks.

Besides, on the agenda of the SCO University 
is the issue of harmonization of the education 
systems of the West and the East, the conjugation 
of the Eurasian educational spaces. The process of 
establishing the Eurasian academic mobility room, 
the mutual recognition of qualifications between the 
European and Asian-Pacific educational areas (L. 
Efremova, 2010:451).

Conclusions

Significant progress in cooperation in the field 
of education was achieved between Kazakhstan 
and China. Fundamental international normative 
statutory actions have been concluded in the field 
of educational cooperation a system for student 
exchange was established and developed; some 
students are growing steadily. The research we 
conducted has shown that although bilateral 
relations between countries in the field of education 
are growing, Kazakhstan is losing China in this area 
with its modern education and language programs.

During the implementation of the Chinese Belt 
and Road initiative, a huge number of theoretical 
and practical issues naturally arise that need to be 
addressed first. In our opinion, such issues include, 
firstly, the construction of roads and the creation 
of infrastructure to ensure the normal operation 
of the Belt and Road initiative, secondly, the 
provision of this transport artery with a network 
of road maintenance and repair, construction 



32

China-Kazakhstan: Cooperation and Innovation in Education as Part of the Belt and Road Initiative

of gas stations and repair stations for servicing 
vehicles passing along this highway, thirdly, the 
construction of numerous hotels for the recreation 
and maintenance of drivers, passengers and tourists, 
fourthly, information support for Belt and Road 
initiative participants, fifth, the logistics of building 
a competent communication huge trade flows, 
sixth, medical and legal services. All these issues 
in the context of the above tasks need scientific 
understanding and study and, accordingly, the 
development of scientifically based proposals and 
recommendations for resolving these issues.

For representatives of the science and education 
field, the issues of training human resources and 
information support for the Belt and Road initiative 
are primarily important. There is no doubt that the 
implementation and maintenance of this initiative 
will require highly qualified specialists in both 
traditional and new fields, specialists in a new 
formation and competencies who can work and 
think at the level of requirements of this modern and 
large-scale Belt and Road initiative. Therefore, these 
tasks require coordination of efforts and resources 
of educational institutions to service this transport 
highway.

One of the main issues is the harmonization of 
Western and Eastern education systems, the synthesis 
of Eurasia’s educational spaces. The following 
problems were identified during our study: the need 
to coordinate educational standards, the potential of 
joint scientific publications by scientists from China 
and Kazakhstan, which is still extremely poorly used. 
For example, publications of scientific articles by 
professors of our universities are very slightly present 

in the PRC, in addition to language difficulties, there 
is also a lack of interest in both Chinese scientific 
journals and Kazakh scientists themselves, a common 
problem for Kazakhstan and Chinese science is 
related to the language barrier. The scientific system 
of the PRC is built on Chinese. Therefore, little is 
known about Chinese scientific developments in the 
world. Many Chinese scholars do not speak enough 
English. It should also be noted that Kazakhstani 
scientific articles and documents are not actively 
used by Chinese scholars since they are published 
mainly in Kazakh and Russian. We believe that it is 
necessary to strengthen exchanges between relevant 
specialists in the framework of international inter-
university cooperation. It is necessary to strengthen 
contacts between universities, as well as to actively 
use other forms of interaction, including holding 
more specialized conferences. 

Thus, the Belt and Road initiative creates 
a great demand for science and education. 
Whereas previously, Belt and Road initiative was 
considered a transport network for the economic 
development of the countries of the Silk Road, 
now the initiative is building up its humanitarian 
potential and creating a digital Silk Road. Therefore, 
Kazakhstan and China universities are faced with 
new challenges, to overcome which it will be 
necessary to pay special attention to the ways of 
innovation in the internationalization of education 
in training personnel in the new conditions for the 
implementation of the initiative and the future for 
the further implementation and development of the 
initiative, universities will need to prepare specialists 
of a new formation with different competencies.
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