ISSN 1563-0226, eISSN 2617-1864 Xabapusl. [IsireicTany cepusicel. Nel (92) 2020 https://bulletin-orientalism.kaznu.kz

IRSTI 03.91.00 https://doi.org/10.26577/J0S.2020.v92.11.05

N. Yem
Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Kazakhstan, Almaty, e-mail: Natalya. Yem@kaznu.kz

This work was published using grant funding from the Ministry of Education
and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan — AP05135879 “Mediator functions
of the diaspora in relations between Kazakhstan and the ethnic homeland” 2018-2020

TRANSNATIONAL TIES WITH THE ETHNIC HOMELAND:
THE CASE OF KOREAN WOMEN
OF THE CIS IN MARITAL MIGRATION?

Every year, tens of thousands of women from developing countries cross borders to marry men from
developed countries. Men in Western Europe and the United States are looking for future partners from
Russia and Eastern Europe, while men in East Asia and Australia find wives in the countries of Southeast
Asia. Transnational marriage puts these women in a vulnerable position because women lack the re-
sources, language skills, social support and legal protection in receiving countries. For more than twenty
years of socio-economic, scientific, educational, cultural cooperation with the countries of the former
Soviet Union, South Korea has become a recognizable and attractive brand for everyone. One of the re-
sults is an increase in transnational marriages, most often ethnic women of the CIS. The author considers
the features of the international marriage of ethnic Koreans married in South Korea.

A “Eurocentric” perspective on the choice of a South Korean citizen as a marriage partner for CIS
girls can greatly assist Korean government and non-governmental organizations in adjusting policies to
attract migrant women, as well as in implementing policies for the integration and adaptation of Russian-
speaking ethnic Korean women in Korea.

Key words: Interethnic marriage, CIS, historical homeland, marital migration, Koreans of the CIS.
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ITHUKaAbIK, OTaH MeH TPAHCYATTbIK 6aiAaHbICTap:
TMA-Aarbl Kopeit aieAAepiHiH, HeKeAIK MUrpaLms >karAanbl

KbIA caiblH AaMyLLbl eAAEPAETT OHAAQFAH MbIH, 8MEAAED AaMbIFaH EAAEPAEri ep-a3aMaTTapMeH
HeKkere Typy YLUiH wekapaaaH eTeai. batbic EyponameH AMepurka Kypama LLITaTTapbIHbIH ep-a3aMaTTapbl
Peceit meH LUbiFbic EyponaaaH, an LUbiFbic A3Mg MeH ABCTpaAMsHbIH ep-a3amattapbl OHTYCTIK-
LLbiFbic A3usiaaH 63 6oAalliak, >KapAapbliH i3aerAl. TPaHCYATTbIK, HEKEAED SMEAAEPAI KMbIH >KafpaitFa
KOsiAbl, cebebi Kabbiapayllbl eAaepAEe OYA BieAsepre pecypcTap, TIAAIK AQFAbIAAP, DAEYMETTIK KOAAQY
MeH KYKbIKTbIK KOpFay >keTicrenai. >KubipmMa XbiApaH acTam yakbIT 6oiibl 6ypbiHFbl KeHec Oaarbl
eAAEPIMEH BAEYMETTIK-3KOHOMUKAABIK, FbIAbIMM, BIAIM KOHE MOAEHM CaAaAaFbl bIHTbIMAKTACTHIKTbIH
apkacbiHaa OHTYCTIK Kopes KeriiAikke TaHbIMaA >kaHe TapTbiMAbl OpeHAKe ainHaaAbl. OAaH WbIKKAH
HOTUXKEAEPAIH Oipi peTiHAe TPaHCYATTbIK HeKeAepAiH kebetoiH, acipece, TMA, eaaepiHeH KeAreH
3THMKAAbIK, BMEAAEPMEH KYpPFaH Heke CaHblHbIH apTyblH atan kepcetyre 6oAasbl. ABTop OHTYCTIiK
KopesgaaH Hekeae TypFaH 3THMKAAbIK KOper ©MeAAEpiHiH XaAblKAapaAblK, Heke epekLUeAikTepiH
KapacTblpaAbl.

OHrycTik Kopes azamatbiHbiH TMA, eAaepiHAeri Kbi3papFa yiAeHy npoOAeMacblHa KaTbICTbl
«EBPOLEHTPAIK» KO3Kapac Kopeh YKIMETI MeH KOFaMAbIK YMbIMAQPFAa MWIPAHT ©MeAAEpAl TapTy
casicaTblH Ty3eTyae, coHaar-ak, Kopesaarbl opbIC TiAAT BMeAAEPAIH Oipiry >kaHe HeiiMAeAy casicaTbiH
JKYPri3yAe anTapAbIKTak KOMEKTECeA|.

Ty#iH ce3aep: yaTapaabik Heke, TMA, Tapuxu OTaH, Heke Kewwi-koHbl, TMA, Kopenaepi.

'Results presented — The Research Center for Korean Community’s (RCKC) 2019 Academic Conference Korean Americans
’Transnational Ties to the Homeland Friday, October 25, 2019, Queens College, CUNY
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TpaHCHauuMoOHaAbHbIe CBSAA3U C STHUYECKOU POAMUHOM:
CAyuai kopeircknx xxeHwmuH CHI B 6payuHoit murpauum

E>KeroAHO AECATKM ThICAY SKEHLLMH U3 Pa3BMBAIOLLMXCS CTPaH MepeceKkaloT rpaHumLbl, YTOObI BCTYNMUTh
B 6paK C My>KUMHaMK1 13 Pa3BUTbIX CTPaH. My>kumHbl B 3anaaHon EBpone n CoeamHeHHbIx LLITatax niyt
6yAyLLMX MapTHepoB 13 Poccumn u BoctouHoit EBporbl, B TO Bpemst Kak My>umHbl B BocTouHoin A3um
1 ABCTPAAUM HaXOAST >KeH B cTpaHax tOro-BoctouHoi Asuu. TpaHCHaUMOHAAbHbIE OPaKM CTaBSIT 3TUX
>KEHLLMH B YSI3BMMOE MOAOXKEHME, MOCKOAbKY KEHLIMHAM He XBaTaeT PeCypPCOB, S13bIKOBbIX HABbIKOB,
COLIMAAbHOM MOAAEPXKKM M MPABOBOM 3alMThl B MPUHMMAIOLLIMX CTpaHax. 3a GoAee yem ABaALATb
A€T COLMAAbHO-3KOHOMMYECKOr0, Hay4HOro, 0Opa30BATEAbHOr0 M KYABTYPHOIrO COTpYAHMUECTBa
co ctpaHamu 6biBiero Cosetckoro Coto3a IOsxHas Kopesi ctana y3HaBaembIM M MPUBAEKATEAbHbIM
6peHAOM AAS BceX. OAHUM U3 PE3YABTATOB 3TOrO SIBASIETCS YBEAMUYEHUE TPaHCHALMOHAAbHbIX GPakoB,
yaie Bcero aTHuueckux >keHwmH CHI. ABTOp paccmatpuBaeT 0CO6EHHOCTU MEXAYHAPOAHOrO 6paka
3THUYECKUX KOpesHOK B 6pake B KOxHoi Kopee.

«EBPOMNOLEHTPUCTCKMI» B3rASA Ha NPOOAEMyY BbIOOPA I05KHOKOPECKOrO rpaskAaHvHa B KavecTse
6pauHoro naptHepa aesylukamm CHI MOXeT oKa3aTb 3HaUMTEAbHYIO MOMOLLb NMPABUTEALCTBEHHbIM 1
006L1eCTBEHHbIM OpraHm3aumsm Kopen B KOPPEKTUPOBKE HaMpPaBAEHUI MOAUTUKU MPUBAEYEHUS SKEH-
MUIpaHTOB, a TakXe B MPOBEAEHUM MOAMTUKU MHTErpaumm U apanTaumm pyCCKOSI3bIUHBIX XKEHLUUH B

Kopee.

KatoueBble cAoBa: MexxHaumoHaAbHbI 6pak, CHI, uctopuyeckas poamHa, GpayHas murpaums,

kopewupbl CHT.

Introduction

Every year, tens of thousands of women from
developing countries cross borders to marry men
from developed countries. Men in Western Europe
and the United States are looking for future partners
from Russia and Eastern Europe, while men in East
Asia and Australia find wives in the countries of
Southeast Asia. Transnational marriage puts these
women in a vulnerable position because women
lack the resources, language skills, social support
and legal protection in receiving countries.

For more than twenty years of socio-economic,
scientific, educational, cultural cooperation with the
countries of the former Soviet Union, South Korea
has become a recognizable and attractive brand
for everyone. One of the results is an increase in
transnational marriages, most often ethnic women
of the CIS. The reverse side of such marriages was
often the initiative of South Korean citizens to find
a marriage partner outside of Korea, because as a
result of the country’s socio-demographic problems,
the marriage issue was not resolved on ethnic
territory.

Justification of the choice of article and goals
and objectives. According to the Ministry of Pub-
lic Administration and Security, in November 2016,
318,948 people had the status of marriage immi-
grants and persons acquiring citizenship by nation-
ality. South Korea has become an attractive market
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for international marriages. Ethnic Koreans, Han
Chinese, Vietnamese, Filipinos and ethnic Koreans
of the post-Soviet countries have recently become
the most popular ones in the marriage market. At the
same time, a stream of labor migrants rushed into
South Korea, including people from the CIS coun-
tries. Gradually, the number of foreign population
in the country increased. According to the Ministry
of Justice (Statistical Yearbook 2016 on the foreign
population), the total number of foreigners living in
Korea last year was 2.04 million out of 51.69 million
people. This is twice the 910 thousand registered
10 years ago. In 2015, the figure was 1.9 million.
Today, South Korea steadily continues to promote
the idea of transforming a mono-ethnic nation into a
multicultural community in accordance with all in-
ternational standards of rights and freedoms.

Since the mid-2000s, the trend of growth of
cross-border marriages in South Korea has become
more noticeable, which is reflected in foreign sci-
entific and academic literature. At the same time,
statistics on “multicultural” marriages of citizens
of the Republic of Korea recorded the appearance
of the counties of Russia and Central Asia, which
include citizens of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan.According to the data of the Ministry of
Gender Equality and the Family of the Republic of
Korea in 2011, the status of immigration marriage
held by women from Uzbekistan was 1,788 peo-
ple, Kyrgyzstan - 455, Kazakhstan — 213 (Yem N.,
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2013a).Thus, the data on citizens of Kazakhstan also
demonstrated their participation in intermarriages
with Koreans: 2009 total - 147, including men - 5,
women - 142; 2010 total - 195, including 8 men,
187 women; 2011 only 213, including 8 men, 205
women (Statistics to Marriage Immigrants).
Academic literature, mass media shows the
growth of international marriages in South Korea.
There are wedding agencies, which offer marriage
partners to Koreans from different countries of Asia.
There had been changes, which brought the growth
of international marriages, factors of migration of
foreign spouses (Lee Yean-Ju, 2006). There was the
thorough investigation into the question about posi-
tion of foreign women in marriages defined that the
“demand on foreign spouses more among divorced
city bachelors and rural men. The level of adapta-
tion of migrants in accepting society substantially
depends on nationality (Lee, Yean-Ju,2006) consid-
eration to gender characteristics of marital migrants
was shown to difficulties of adaptation in the ac-
cepting society. The scholars in their academic re-
search have been concerned about limitation of the
women in receiving social insurance, difficulties in
communication, economical problems; social isola-
tion. Investigators emphasized the problems of com-
mercialization of international marriages, domestic
violence, racial prejudices and cultural detachment
in Korean society (Kim, Hyun-Sil, 2008). Aspects
of social isolation of women in marriage with ru-
ral bachelors were considered in detail in political
context of government directed on integration of
migrants in Korean society (Kim Soon-yang, 2007).
There was a «Great plan” which was ratified as the
whole policy of social integration of foreign women
and members of their families. The results of na-
tional investigation witnessed that plan brought to
«assimilation of foreigners «but not to integration
to the society keeping cultural originality”(Lee
Hye-Kyung, 2008). The fail in the government of
Damunhwawas explained by egocentrism of le-
gal actions of the government and local authorities
(Yang, Hyunah, 2011). The citizenship of migrants
in Korean society considered as «Condition of mul-
ticulturalism”. The difficulties in adaptation were in
patriarchal system of the society and nationalistic
relation to migrants. The society has viewed foreign
migrant wives as mothers of future generations of
Korean citizens (Ahn Yang-Heui,2012) and subjects
of reproduction of population (Lee Hyunok,2012).
However, the questions of international marriages
have been studied in context of solution of the prob-
lems of social integration and assimilation of wom-
en migrants from China, Philippines, and Vietnam

in Korean society. The problems of assimilation of
women of the CIS weren’t studied (Yem N., 2013b).

Such women are deprived of possibility to re-
ceive benefits of social security: their weak com-
municative capabilities and limited approach to the
information is the cause of difficulties in adaptation.
The mistrust of the husband and his family make
life more complicated. Besides women-migrants
undergo racial prejudices mainly because they are
women from “developing countries”. The most
common stereotypes are statements: “she is getting
married because of money because her country is
poor”,” she is interested in sending money home”,
“she can abandon the family and could run away in
any minute”(Kim Yi Seon,2006). Thus, there is neg-
ative perception of immigrants as women who use
the marriage for migration and potential victim of
human trafficking and domestic violence. Simulta-
neously the Mass Media cultivate the image of men
as representatives of low social status who could not
marry and “refer to doubtful organizations in search
of the wife from The Third World.” Unequal rela-
tions, economic inequality of rights, difficulties of
communication and employment assistance, stereo-
type relations from the side of Korean society, dis-
crimination as “women from poor countries” create
“invisible” for Korean society difficulties of adapta-
tion of foreign women in marriage with the South
Korean men (Yem N., 2013c¢).

Multicultural families refer to the group of low-
level of social and economic status. Such families,
share of which is 36.6%, have a monthly income of
about 1-2 million of Korean won, less than 1million
won -21.5% of average income in Korean homes is
about 3.432.021 won (about 3000 dollars of USA).
Demonstrating multiculturalism of the country the
government is not able to satisfy the necessities of
multicultural families with the low income (Lee
Hyunok, 2012). There are no materials about la-
bor of migrant wives which explains that they are
mostly employed at home. The majority of women
would like to work but there is no position for them
in Korean society. Some of them work as not quali-
fied workforce. The work of women migrants is not
connected with the level of their education and ca-
reer in their country. Korean government present all
resources to those women as different programs to
be acquainted with the Korean culture, but possibil-
ity of getting professional education is absent or not
developed yet (Yem N., 2013c¢).

Korean society accepts migrant wives as not
independent citizen but as wives of Korean men,
daughters-in-law, mothers of Korean children. De-
claring patriarchal ideology of Korean family, the
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society assimilates them in Korean society without
their consent. Presenting services of studying Ko-
rean language and traditions, opening courses of
cooking Korean food all of these is done to “dis-
solve” identities of foreign women in Korean so-
ciety. Women-migrants practically do not receive
equal to them attitude, there is no interest to them as
equal subjects; society does not see necessity of un-
derstanding culture of the country where they come
from. Beside “Koreans having strong feeling of na-
tionalism and cultural homogeneity and it is difficult
to recognize cultural diversification (Kim Hyun-Sil,
2010)” (Yem N., 2013c).

Academies suggestions appear to modernize
medical system and provision of social service to
multicultural families. The society is concerned
about the level of psychological condition of wom-
en during constant aggression and abuse of men de-
fining main function of foreign wife in the process
of the reproduction of family and care after ageing
parents (Kim, Jung A., 2011). It is considered that
foreign mothers are not able to create conditions for
socialization of children in multicultural families
because of limited language abilities. As a result,
such an attitude is passed to the children of multi-
cultural families. This is expressed in a neologism
which was made towards children who were born
from mixed marriages - “Kosians”. The term was
presented in1997 in Korea by citizen groups who
studied questions whichwere connected with the
presence of workers-migrants. The term was widely
used in 2004 when some newspapers used its news-
papers on intermarriages in rural area. The term Ko-
sian refers to children of Korean with other Asians
as a rule between Korean men and women of South-
East Asia. Discussions that are made by mass media
about multicultural children make impression that
children are «problematic» and need social help.
The lessons for migrant wives are given only dur-
ing five months so they can reach only elementary
knowledge, which is not enough for communication
with children. The Representative of Department on
receiving social security, which emphasizes “the ab-
sence of governmental support after children of mi-
grant wives as one of the reasons why multicultural
families and their children suffer”. Besides, the so-
lution of the problem of Korean education towards
the children has no social support. According to the
data of survey of parents in Ansan, in spite of the
fact that 80% of respondents had positiveopinion to
support children from multicultural families, only
10 % were ready to pay higher taxes for realization
of the support (Lee Mary, 2009). In the beginning,
these children should become future “Connection”,
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“Link leaders” who will develop mutual understand-
ing between countries (Yem N., 2013c).

In reality modern Korean society which is at the
beginning of the way to solution of social and de-
mographic, economical problems in conditions of
fast developing economics by means of attracting
migrant women will be justified multiculturalism as
one of the aspects of tolerance of coexisting cultures
in the purpose of mutual development and flourish-
ment (Yem N., 2013c).

However, in general, in the scientific literature,
all issues of inter-ethnic marriages were studied in
the context of marriages of women migrants from
China, the Philippines, and Vietnam. Marriages with
women from Central Asian countries were not con-
sidered. The peculiarities of the “eastern mentality”
of the countries of Central Asia of the post-Soviet
space, in our opinion, are specific. In addition, the
statistics of international marriages are not traced
separately for foreign countries in Central Asia
(Yem N., 2013b).

In the literature there are no studies of marriages
of citizens of Central Asia with citizens of South Ko-
rea. The peculiarities of the mentality of the modern
post-Soviet society should be shown to the world
community, since the real situation of marriage mi-
grants of Russian-speaking women of the CIS com-
pared to Filipino or Vietnamese women is signifi-
cantly different. Russian-speaking women from the
CIS in a number of parameters are unsuitable for
marriage with South Korean outsiders. Moreover,
the governments of the CIS countries and society
should not ignore the growing social problem of
marital migration of Russian-speaking women.

Scientific research methodology. The author
analyzed the statistics of the websites of Ministries
and departments in South Korea, which keep records
of marriage, and divorce in the country from 2000 to
2017. The author traced the dynamics of marriages,
gender structure, and ethnic characteristics of part-
ners of international marriage. In addition, the au-
thor identified indicators such as age difference and
place of residence (urban and rural).The territorial
boundaries of the sample of respondents covered the
city of Seoul, the city of Busan, the city of Ansan,
and the nearby small satellite towns of Seoul (Yem
N., 2013b). Women who came from countries of the
former Soviet Union and married to South Korean
men became participants in a sociological survey.
Gradually, the boundaries of the sample expanded,
since it was difficult to find any statistics that would
separate the ethnic Koreans of the former CIS coun-
tries by ethnicity. Statistics from the Foundation for
Overseas Koreans, as well as the Institute for Mi-



Yem N.

gration, retain information on the marital status of
ethnic Koreans (by type of marriage visa). It also
indicated information which country they migrated-
from.Between February and August 2013, the au-
thor conducted a survey of 54 women. Among them
- 30 ethnic Korean women from the CIS countries
who are married to citizens of South Korea, a struc-
tured interview was conducted with nine of them.
Women represented such countries as Uzbekistan
(16 people), Kazakhstan (8), Kyrgyzstan (3), Russia
(2), Tajikistan (1).All the stages of the sociological
research carried out corresponded to the legislation
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, as well as the Inter-
national Code of ICC / ESOMAR? on the practice
of conducting marketing and social research under
the articles “Conscientiousness”, “Professional Re-
sponsibility”, “Informational Openness”, “Property
Rights”, “Recording and Monitoring” , “Data pro-
tection and confidentiality”, “Publication of the re-
search results”, “Responsibility” and others.

Results and discussion. This paper examines
the social and mental characteristics of ethnic Ko-
reans from the post-Soviet space who have mar-
ried Koreans, attempts to identify the relationship
of demographic and socio-cultural characteristics
with the level of marriage satisfaction of migrant
women by the example of women migrants from
the CIS. As a result of the analysis of question-
naires and interviews, it was revealed that women
of the CIS countries in marriage migration in South
Korea “have their own specifics” in marriage with
South Korean men due to differences in mentality,
perception of reality, expectations related to the ex-
perience of becoming a personality in the society of
the post-Soviet space.A “Eurocentric” perspective
on the choice of a South Korean citizen as a mar-
riage partner for CIS girls can greatly assist Korean
government and non-governmental organizations
in adjusting policies to attract migrant women, as
well as in implementing policies for the integration
and adaptation of Russian-speaking ethnic Korean
women in Korea.In order to prevent the risks of
international marriages for immigrants from the
countries of the former USSR, we have identified
the relationship of demographic and socio-cultural
characteristics with the level of marriage satisfac-
tion of women migrants on the example of women
migrants from the CIS. In conclusion, we obtained
the following results.

Adult women in marriage have a lower degree
of satisfaction with their family life. The large

*http://www.esomar.org/uploads/public/knowledge-and-
standards/codes-and-guidelines/ ICCESOMAR _Code Russian .pdf

difference in the age of a married couple guarantees
a low degree of satisfaction with marriage.

Russian-speaking marriage migrants are from
urban areas of the CIS countries. This affects
the characteristics of adaptation and the level of
satisfaction in marriage in South Korea. Mostly
married women live in medium-sized cities, only a
few live in Seoul. If women in marriage live in a
large city, the degree of satisfaction with family life
is higher.With increasing duration of marriage, the
level of satisfaction with family life decreases. The
first years of family life leave favorable impressions
of the marriage. In addition, the author determined
that marriage couples have a higher probability of
divorce if the spouses found each other through a
marriage agency. Although the sample data on the
facts of marriage agencies are not very extensive,
we were able to observe situations of success or
failure of marriage depending on this indicator.
The proportion of those who get divorced is higher
among those who entered a marriage through
marriage services.

Mostly women of the CIS countries with a high
level of education get married to South Koreans.
Usually, they came from an intelligent family, grew
up in an urban environment. In times of economic
crisis, such women painfully perceive difficult
situations. However, they put even more effort into
changing it. Many of them who are educated women
do not idealize marriage life in Korea. It will not be
a blind Korean dream.

As a result, they have a clearer picture of the
culture of the country of their marriage. Often they
learn the language professionally, or are already able
to work with Korean partners (this can be either a
large Korean company or private businessmen,
for example, by distributing Korean cosmetics or
other goods). We correlated data on the educational
level of women with the degree of satisfaction with
marriage. Highly educated women were more often
satisfied with their marriage to a South Korean man.

The level of proficiency in Korean differs
depending on the ethnicity of women, as well as
the length of stay in South Korea. A high level of
proficiency in Korean is not associated with high
satisfaction in marriage. Subsequent generations
of the post-Soviet space still feel traces of Soviet
culture. Most women described themselves as
“representatives of contemporary post-Soviet
culture,” women were independent both in terms of
character and lifestyle in their home countries.

In this regard, the author argues that a CIS woman
married to a South Korean man takes an active
position, is able to resolve issues independently,
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takes responsibility for herself and does not always
rely on a man, because of her models of family life
and relationship experience in her country.

Most women are confident that people from the
CIS countries can compete in the labor market in
South Korea. Initiative and independent, they try to
make every effort to achieve their goals in Korea.
Social prejudices and misunderstanding in the family
and society are only to a small extent characteristic
of Russian-speaking marriage migrants. A woman
from the CIS married in South Korea is motivated
to stay forever in Korea, seeing all the possibilities
of this country.

Marriages of convenience have a tendency to
less stability and less satisfaction with the marriage
life. Marriages “for love” are more likely to have
a high degree of satisfaction in marriage with a
South Korean partner. In addition, there is a direct
dependence of the satisfaction with marriage on the
change in the material situation as compared with
the premarital period.

The probability of divorce is directly dependent
on the degree of satisfaction with the marriage. The
women of the CIS married to a South Korean man,
even in the event of a divorce, are ready to stay in
Korea, as they see here the possibilities for a further
life better off financially, with the possibilities of
achieving personal success.

Religious women have a high level of satisfaction
with family life. The experience of adopting religion
in the lives of migrant women of the CIS countries
requires further study.

Conclusion

As a result, ethnic Korean women of the CIS
countries in marriage migration in South Korea “have
specific features” in marriage with South Korean men
due to a different mentality, perception of reality, ex-
pectations associated with the experience of personal-
ity formation in the society of the post-Soviet space.

The factors of attraction and pushing have played
their part in the power of historical events in the post-
Soviet space, aggravated by economic cataclysms
and political instability. For CIS countries, marriage
migration is a loss of social capital. Mostly educated
women left for marriage to South Korea, a high
proportion were those with postgraduate education.

The fates of these women in the early years of
migration are at great risk of divorce. The motivation
of marriage for women is often “to improve life
and increase material well-being”. And the desire
to stay in Korea, even in the event of a divorce,
forms a cohort of CIS migrants who find themselves
in conditions of “survival” in the narrow space of
economically prosperous Korea.
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