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AL-FARABI’'S THOUGHTS OF IMPORTANCE
OF TEACHING AND KNOWLEDGE

On this article,Al- Faraby is widely considered the problem of education and pedagogy in the philo-
sophical system as the social phenomenon. This phenomenon is closely related to the human body, as well
as confirms that each individual can be the member of society, can achieve the level of his own personal-
ity, on the result to achieve their main goals prepares from the earliest age. Whole activities directed to
education on Al-Farabi’s view, formulated on certain stage and values in society, teaching and practical
possibilities as the personal development. . The main goal of education to achieve the level of personality,
but the main goals of people living in this world absolute goodnesss- defined as achieving the highest level
of happiness.. On theseexplanations edited the importance of scientific works of ancientauthors,repaired
and explained,formed to the methodical type as most pupil will be able to read and understand.

Al-Farabi united the learning and experience as the importance of education: every theoretical
knowledge must be practiced in practice.

Key words: Education, theory, experience, political leader, moral, an individual, pedagogical, intel-
lectual knowledge, didactics.
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LLbIFbICTbIH, YAbI O¥iLLIbIAbI 9A-PapabUAiH,
OKY MeH 0iAim 6epyAjiH, MaHbI3AbIAbIFbI TYPAAbl OMAAPDI

bya Makarapa aa-Dapabuait PUAOCODUIABIK >KYHMECIHAETT BiAIM MEH MeAarormka MoCeAeci aAey-
MeTTIK (h)eHOMEH pEeTIHAE >KaH-XXaKTbl KapacTblpblAaabl. bya (heHOMeH TikeAen apam >KaHbIMEH ThIFbI3
6GaAaHbICTbl, COHbIMEH KaTap, apbip >KeKe TyAFa KOFaMHbIH MyLleci 6OAyFa, ©3iHiH >KeKe KeMeAiHiH
AEHreniHe XeTyre, COHbIH HOTUXXECIHAE ©3iHe KOVbIAFaH 6ACTbl MaKcaTKa XKeTyre epTe xacTaH 6acran
AaibIHAAAATbIHbIH pacTanAbl. biniMre 6arbiTTaAraH ic-apekeTTepAiH 6apAbiFbl d9A-DapabuaiH OrbIHLLIA,
GeAriAi 6ip Ke3eHAE XKOHe KOFaMAa KYHADIABIKTAP, iAIM MEH TaXipuOEAiK MyMKIHLLIAIKTEPAT TYAFaHbIH,
urepyi Aen Ty>XXbipbiIMAaAbl. BiAiIM aAyAblH 6acTbl MakcCaTbl XKeKe TyAFaHbl KEMeAiHe XeTkizy 60Aca,
aA BAEMAE aAAM3aTTbIH OMIp CYPYiHiH 6acTbl MaKCaTbl aOCOAITTIK >KAKCbIAbIK, — >KOFApFbl AEHIren Aer
TaHbIAATbIH GaKbITKA XKEeTY A€M aHbIKTaAaAbl. ByA TyciHikTEMeAepAe eXxeAri aBTOPAAPAbIH FbIAbIMM €H-
6eKTepiHiH MaHbI3blH BHAET, XOHAEMN bIKLWAMAAM TYCIHAIPIM, KOMLLIAIK OKYLLbI KaybIMFa OKbIM TYCiHyre
bIHFAMAbl METOAMKAABIK, TYPre KeATIpeAl.

OA-Dapabu, 6iAiM any MakcaTTapblHbiH, 6apAbIFbl YPeHy MeH TexipubeHi Gipaent aAeHrenae Gi-
PIKTEPAI: KE3 KEAreH aAblHFaH TEOPUSIAbIK, BiAIM Taxipmnbe >y3iHAE iCKe acbIpbIAybl TUIC A€M TY>Kbl-
pPbIMAAMNADI.

Tyiin cesaep: 6inim 6epy, Teopus, Taxipmnbe, cascu kewwbaclibl, MOPAAbABIK, XXEKe TYAFa, MeAaro-
FMKaAbIK, MHTEAAEKTYaAAbI BIAIM, AMAAKTMKA.
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3HauMMoCTb 06pa3oBaHusl M 06yUeHUs Mo B3rasiaam aab-Mapabu

B 37O cTaTbe B KauecTBe COLUMAAbHOrO (heHOMEHA Pa3HOCTOPOHHE PACCMATPMBAIOTCS MPOOAEMbI
06pa3oBaHus 1 neaarorvku B maocodckon cncteme Aab-Mapabu. ITOT (PeHOMEH TECHO CBS3aH C
AYLLIOM YEAOBEKa, a TaKXKe MOATBEPXKAAET, UTO KaXKAbIM YEAOBEK C PAHHUX AET FOTOBUTCS CTaTb YAE-
HOM 00LLIECTBa, XOYET AOCTUYb COBEPLLEHCTBA, a B Pe3yAbTaTe AOOMTHLCSI MOCTABAEHHOM Mepea Co-
6011 uean. o MHeHnio Aab-Papabu, BCS AEATEAbLHOCTb, HarnpaBAE€HHas Ha OOpas3oBaHMe, ABASETCS
OCBaMBaHMEM YEAOBEKOM LIEHHOCTEN, 3HAHMIA U NMPAKTUUYECKMX BO3MOXKHOCTEN B OOLLECTBE, B KAKOM-TO
NeproAe BpemeHu. ECAM TAaBHOM LEAbIO MOAYYEHNS 00pPa30BaHMs ABASETCS AOCTUXKEHME AMUYHOCTbIO
COBEPLLUEHCTBA, TO LIEAb >KM3HM YEAOBEKA B MMPE — AOOUTbLCS BbICLLIErO YPOBHS CHACTbs, aBCOAIOTHOrO

Aobpa.

Anb-Dapabu 06beAMHSIET BCE YPOBHM MO3HAHMS M MPAKTUKKU C LEABIO MOAYYEHMs 3HaHMS: Aloboe
NMOAYYEHHOE TEOPETUYECKOE 3HAHUE AOAXKHO MPUMEHSITHCS Ha MPAKTUKE.

KAroueBble caoBa: 06pa3oBaHime, TeOpUs, NPaKTHKa, MOAUTUUYECKUIA AMAEP, MOPAAbHbI, AMMHOCTb,
neAarormyeckmii, MHTEAAEKTYaAbHOE 3HaHWE, AMAAKTHKA.

Introduction

All the centuries thinkers have questioned what
must be learned in order to be in harmony with
the age at which they live, to find their places in
society and eventually to become a citizen of the
community. After that it is clear that there is a need
for knowledge.

However, there is a wide variety of ideas
about education and scientific knowledge, even
contradictory to each other. Among the thinkers,
thoughts and teaching one of the philosopher Abu
Nasr Al-Farabi are great of importance, who con-
tributed to the formation and development of sci-
ence. Several scientists think that this philosopher
focuses on logic, metaphysics and political science,
although we cannot deny his eagerness to knowl-
edge on the basis of Plato's impressive works.

General, Abu Nasir Al- Farabi (870-950 years)
— was born in the soldiers family a great world re-
nowned thinker, philosopher, sociologist, math-
ematician, astronomer, physicist, botanist, linguist,
logic, musician. Al-Farabi studied in Otrar ma-
drasah, Shash, Samarqgand, Bukhara, after Harran,
Egypt, Haleb (Aleppo), Baghdad. On the result of
this knowledge, Al-Farabi became *“ Second world
teacher” (Kul-Mukhammed M., 2007:96).

Alfarabisintensions was great to understand the
world and humanity, to determine the place of last in
the world, and to achieve a full and intuitive image
of the world and society.

The intellectual heritage of an ancestor as
many works of science is filled with direct antique
philosophy, including philosophical doctrines and

translations of Plato and Aristotle. As the scientists
conclusion,there are from seventy to hundred and
sixty tracts of Al-Farabi. (Tazhibayeva T.L., 2011:89).

In the philosophical system of Al-Farabi
education and pedagogic were one of the
phenomenon of society. This phenomenon is closely
related to the human body as well as confirms that
each individual can be the member of society, can
achieve the level of his own personality, on the
result to achieve their main goals prepares from the
carliest age. Despite the fact that Al-Farabi has no
specific work on direct education and pedagogy, he
has mastered his philosophical thoughts about “The
path to happiness”, “The meaning of the word”
Intelligence “,” The Pre-Trial Pre-Learning “,” Civil
Policy ““ a person can make sure that they can clearly
identify elements of pedagogical doctrine.

Whole activities directed to education on Al-
Farabi's view, formulated on certain stage and
values in society, teaching and practical possibilities
as the personal development. . The main goal of
education to achieve the level of personality, but the
main goals of people living in this world absolute
goodnesss- defined as achieving the highest level of
happiness.

Research methods:

On this article we use the comparative theoretical
methods of research as a scientific instrument on
the basis of the philosophical foundations and
theoretical significance of Al-Farabi’s importance in
education and knowledge.

In the process of research .we use the researches
of foreign and domestic authors whose works are
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related to our theme. To the themes we will use
hermeneutic and comparative, stylistic methods of
research.

The ideas of Al-Farabi about the importance
of education and knowledge in the process of
philosophical research,in accordance with the basis
of the study, will be used Phenomenological analysis
methods.

Main part:

Ideal person,According to Al-Farabi, the person
who has achieved the perfection of theoretical
goodness and mercy, the perfection of moral education,
which summarizes the intellectual knowledge. This
theoretical and practical goodwill is acknowledged to
have a leading role in the political leadership of the
other members of society.Al-Farabi united the moral
and esthetic values:goodness is beauty, beauty is the
image of goodness; beauty is value measured with
smartness. The works of Al-Farabi have contributed
to the rise of the European Renaissance

Farabi played an important role in promoting the
science and ancient culture of the East and the West,
contributed to the development of education at that
time (Audanbek Kobesov, 2004:13).

This perfect education, which is expected of
knowledge, combines knowledge and moral education;
it is both good and happiness at the same time.

Theoretical and practical perfection can only
be achieved in society. If the person will live out
of society, he only can learn to be a wild animal.
Therefor,one of the main aim of knowledge “The
creation of a united ideal society for the sake of
finding happiness in all cities”( Al-Farabi. Social
and ethical treatises, 1975:352-353).

Al Farabi determined upbringing of political
leader as one of the main goal of knowledge, because
any community needs leader who will guide itself
and demand to the right way.

Beside the goals above, Al-Farabi promotes
creativity and concluded as the main reason of this
maturity in theoretical and practical creativity is a
sign of nobility.

Al-Farabi united the learning and experience as the
importance of education: every theoretical knowledge
must be practiced in practice (Altayev Zh., 1997:67).
If science is not put into practice, it will mean no value.

To achieve these goals on the basis of knowledge
and teaching, Al-Farabi added to Plato’s thought

What the teaching means?

Al-Farabi used many thoughts to explain this
concept:  discipline(ta’dib),correction(taqwim),te
aching (tahdhib),direct (tasdid),practice or learn
(irtiyad), orient and bring up (tarbiya).
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One of tracts of Al-Farabi “ to reach happiness”,
Al-Farabiidentifies education as teaching the people
and cities theoretical goodness. Good discipline , in
his thoughts, a set of good qualities, and discipline
is the way to create moral qualities (Abu-Nasir Al-
Farabi, 2014:504).

Al-Farabi determines the difference between
instruction and  discipline. The  previous
one teaches theoretical culture, the last one
teaches to absord the practical and technical
qualities. Therefore two of them are different.
Al-Farabi differs from Plato by giving special
importance to sensuality. He explained the bodies
of sensuality as the way of taking knowledge.
The conclusion is Al-Farabi defines knowledge as
the conception begins with sensual perseptions.
He also drew attention to the idea that Aristotle’s
“The Book of Demonstrations” (Interpretations), in
which he wrote: “Whosoever loses his belongings
is deprived of knowledge” (Kobesov A., 2002:87).

Despite the fact that al-Farabi’s emphasis on
education is closely related to sensuality, great
other philosophers think that sensuality is only
instruments of consciousness and consciousness in
its turn, is aimed at understanding. He explained
on the basis of idea Platon thatthe basic nature of
learning is to remember.

Education is acknowledged to be necessary for
all members of society in the Al-Farabi mentality
aimed at achieving perfection and happiness.
Therefore, the educational methods should be
adapted to what community group orientation.

There are two basic methods on teaching :the
first of which was a belief for the general public and
the other was recognized as an action for the elite
community. If the method of expression is achieved
by word, the convincing method is guided by the
word together.

Based on Plato’s educational model, al-
Farabiformulated the dialogue and word delivery
methods as important parts of education.

The general education of the people is also
thought to be based on their level of consciousness.
One of the methods to teach the members of such a
community- it is deemed necessary to explain the
phenomena that are difficult to understand through
imagination with metaphor and other similar images.

Beside the methods above, Al-Farabi noted
memorization and repeat as an important role of
education.. Philosopher divided to two section
last one: the first to repeat words until pupil will
memorize it, second is d=oriented to formulating a
deeper understanding than just memorizing it.

Al-Farabi replied that the memorization and



Suleimenov P.M., Turar A.

understanding of what is more important in education
is far more memorable than remembrance, and that
the memory is limited only to memorization of the
details of knowledge, and that the understanding
motivates the thinking to fully comprehend the
learning phenomena.

Itis seemed that,nowadays. the teaching methods
of Al-Farabi are using in high level educational
institutions shows us its importance.

General, let’s talk about Al-Farabi’s thoughts
about the pupil and the teacher, the main participants
in education

According to the observer, the teacher should be
educated on a voluntary basis, without any problem.
General, teacher should fit the following scientific
and moral requirements: the individual who get
high level education in own specialty, can show
the phenomena that could be shown, can teach to
the knowledge which he/she knows, can withstand
various problems.

And pupil should have the following qualities:the
quality to understand the conception of education, to
adopt it and to explain these conceptions.

Although, according to Al-Farabi competitor
always wants to study, person who only focuses
attention on education. Because study or learning
needs a long- term.

Al-Farabi put a special emphasis on the subject
of education as well as the list of subjects that
are different from the basic characteristics of its
participants..

In every stage to achieve own goals education
should be through a particular program, it
should be the sequence of education.Al-Farabi
viewed the program structure as an important
part of education that contributes to the culti-
vation of the nation’s cultural heritage and, on
the other hand, the culmination of its emotions.
With this understanding, Al-Farabidoes not only
sum up systematically the branches of science, but
also focuses on classifying them as the first among
the Muslim philosophers. His “Science Classifica-
tion” tract isclassificated in the field of acquired
knowledge (Al-Dzhindi Nazikh Akhma, 1991:26).

Accordingto philosopher, the beginning of the
education should start with the language and its
structure. General person who speaks other languag-
es initiates the study of other sciences.

It is possible to notice that the thinker attaches
great importance to the language, he has mastered
several languages that contributed to comparing
societies with different cultures. He thought that the
education program after learning languages have to
directed to learn logics. Because the arabian word

‘logic’ (mantiq) combined word and intelligence,
therefore according to the thinker, learning a
language has been recognized as the beginning of
the work of a person with a complex knowledge.

The next component of the educational program
is mathematics. Al-Farabi admitted to learn
arithmetic as the basis of theoretical sciences: ‘Those
who want to learn theoretical creativity should start
with numbers and sizes because these systems are
optical, astronomical instruments. The philosopher
divided math to several types: numbers (arithmetic),
geometry ,science astronomy, music, dynamics and
machine-building science

After such exact sciences, theology and
metaphysics, then political science, law, academic
theology are considered in the program. Briefly,
the education program of Al-Farabiconsists of the
following groups of branches of science: language
science, logic, mathematics, natural sciences,
theology, political sciences, law and academic
theology. However, Al-Farabipointed out that phi-
losophy is the father of all sciences. Because, this
science was explained as the reason of every causes
whish managed with people. Philosophy allows you
to explore the best of phenomena in the best possible
way, and it is also a blessing to happiness.Al-Farabi’s
Treatise on “Pre-Trial Pre-Trial Predicts states” that
there are nine different approaches to philosophy, and
they are based on the work of Aristotle.They are :

Knowledge of all schools in philosophical
science.

Mastering the main goals of each books of
Aristotle.

Mastering the science that is the basis of
philosophy

To know the main goals of philosophy.

Knowing the ways to achieve the goal of
achieving perfection of philosophy.

Mastering the languages of every books of
Aristotle.

Knowing the meaning of adding uncertainties to
Aristotle’s books.

Determine the circumstances of a person who
know philosophy.

To know every necessities from teaching
Aristotle’s books (Abu-Nasir Al-Farabi, 2014:504)

Al-Farabi’s teachings reflect the philosophy
and education of the world from the antiquity
to the medieval period and its inclusion in the
modern era. Despite the recent advances in
science, the importance of al-Farabi’s heritage is
rising day by day.There is no doubt that the use
of elements of the great thinkers in education
and upbringing, including the knowledge of
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languages and mathematics, is still undeniable
that education without upbringing and upbringing
without education can not stand are clear evidence.
Al-Farabi’s didactics “Great Book of Music”
plays many role: this is a wonderful example
of how the work of finding and extracting the
most difficult and complicated science, such as
music. The great didactic news of author is to
give a great introduction to the textbook covering
methodological, methodological and historical
issues of musical science (Kobesov A.,1998).

Al-Farabi required using of solid method” and
“gentle method” to teach members of community
especially young people, and he said: “Teacher's
method of study should not be too strong or too
tough . If the study is too strong pupil will hate their
teachers Af there is a very humiliating humility,there
will be a risk of being neglected by teachers,
disrespectful, and lazy to science”.

This is also a pedagogical principle that has not
been abolished today.

Indeed, it is not permissible to disagree with the
point that everything is divided into one, and that
the anticipation of health is an enemy of science,
education,.

There are two basic forms of teaching in Al-
Farabi's didactics: first, motivation for the intelligent
students, conviction by abstraction imagination,
making sure; second: visual representation for the
average student. Reliability, conviction, in our
opinion, the current state of affairs is heuristic,
lecture, and problematic teaching methods Al-
Farabi also touches on the technique of teaching
practical arts and handicraft, offering oral lessons to
be combined with training and practice.

In these explanations, the essence of ancient
writers’ works is elaborated, repaired, and explained
to many methodologically acceptable types of readers.

Abu Nasr al-Farabi has re-constructed the
foundations of science such as philosophy, logic,
and has sought to distinguish the meaning of each

science by identifying its essence as a separate
discipline.

He also carried out extensive research on
the subject of mathematics; he discovered great
discoveries in mathematics, astronomy, and
enormous studies in physics. He has written many
works in the sphere of natural sciences such as
medicine, chemistry, mineralogy which is known
until our days. He has analyzed principles of ancient
Greek scholars (Al-Farabi, 1992:45).

Al-Farabi is a self-taught scholar. He was
primarily interested in Greek science, his philosophy,
especially the works of his teacher Aristotle.

We know that Al-Farabi was first recognized
as a philosopher.Most of his philosophical works
are intended to study Greek scholars, especially
Aristotle’s  heritage.Farabi  wrote = comments
on Aristotle’s “Category”, “First and Second
Analytics”, as well as his philosophical and logical
works.He alsocreated the treaties as “Pearl of the
Pearl”, “The Views of the Best Citizens”, “The
Content of Problems”, “The Science of Science”,
“The Happiness” and others.Abu Nasr al-Farabi has
rebuilt the foundations of such branches of science
as philosophy, logic, and tried to distinguish the
meaning of each science by defining its essence.
He made extravagant research on the air, opened
up great discoveries in mathematics, left works
about astronomy, and enriched physics with fresh
thoughts. He has written many works in the sphere
of natural sciences such as medicine, chemistry,
mineralogy which is known until our days.

Al-Farabi — a great didactic methodologist who
has a great place in the history of pedagogy.

Selection of the craftsman’s heritage in this area
and the use of modern pedagogical science for the
benefit of development is one of the most important
tasks. Farabi’s heritage is now being taught at Al-
Farabi Kazakh National University, which means
Farabi’s academic theoretical achievements have an
important role in educating talented students.
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