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THE PROBLEM OF RESEARCH OF KAZAKHSTANI
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The main purpose of the article is to determine the level of research on the problems of the higher
education system in Kazakhstan. Higher education, or higher professional education, is the level of vo-
cational education following the secondary or vocational education. The system of higher education is
one of the factors playing into the level and prospects of economic and social development. Also as it is
directly linked to the development strategy of the state, significance of this topic is evident. In studying
this topic, we will conduct a historiographical analysis of research done by representatives of various sci-
ence spheres who study the system of higher education. In the course of the historiographical analysis,
focus features of domestic and foreign researchers in the study of higher education system and its prob-
lems were identified. A systematic analysis was made of studies conducted in various fields of science.
Results suggest that studies conducted on the education system of Kazakhstan are more focused on re-
forms, their implementation and results. Very little attention has been paid to the policy of Kazakhstan’s
cooperation with other countries and organizations that are the main initiators of these transformations.

Article materials may be useful to every applicant who is interested in the higher education system.
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K a3zakcTaHHbIH, )XOFapbl 6iAiM 6epy XyiteciHiH 3epTTeAy maceaeci

MakanaaHbit, 6acTbl MakcaTbl — KasakcTaHHbIH XofFapbl 6iaiM 6epy XyieciHAe OpbIH aAbIn XaTkaH
MOCEAEAEPAIH FbIAbIMU TYPFblAQH 3EPTTEAY AEHreiiH aHbikTay. XKorapbl 6iAiM 6epy Hemece >KOoFapfbl
KaCiOn GiAiM Bepy AereHiMi3 — opTa >kaHe KocinTik 6iAiM 6epyaeH KeniHri apHaibl Kacion 6iaiM Gepy
AeHreni 60AbIn TabblAaabl. YKorapbl 6iAiM 6epy XKynmeci MEMAEKETTIH SKOHOMMUKAAbIK, )KOHE SAEYMETTIK
AaMy AEHreii MeH XXeTICTIKTEPIH aHbIKTanTbiH BipAeH 6ip DakTop. ATaAMbILI XXYME MEMAEKETTIH AaMy
CTpaTernscbiMeH TikeAen 6anAaHbICTbl BOAFAHABIKTAH, TaKbIPbINTbIH ©3EKTIAIr alKbiH KOPIHIN Typ. bya
TaKkbIPbINTbl 3epTTey 6apbIChiHAQ, XOFapbl OiAiM 6epy caAaCbiH FbIAbIMK TYPFbIAQH 3EPAEAEreH Typ-
Al FBIABIM CaAaCbl OKIAAEPIHIH eHOeKTepiHe TapMXHAMaAbIK, TAAAQY >KACaAbIHAbI. TbIAbIMM eHOEKTepA|
Tanpay 0apbICbIHAQ OTaHADBIK, KOHE LIETEAAIK 3epTTeyLIiAepAiH XoFapbl OiAiM 6epy XKyiteciHe KaTbic-
Tbl KOTEpreH Heri3ri MaceAeAepi MeH epekLUeAiKTepi ankbIHAAAABL. MaceAere KaTbICTbl 8P FbIAbIM
CaAacblHAQ KApacCTbIPbIAFAH 3epTTeY >KYMbICTapbIHA XKYMEAI TAaAAQY >KacaAblHAbL. TaaAdy HaTMKeAe-
pi KasakcraHHbIH 6iAiM Gepy XXyMeciHAE XKYPri3iAreH 3epTTeyaep HerisiHeH pedopmasapra, OAapAbIH
OPbIHAAAYbIHA XXBHE HaTHKeAepiHe KobipeK Ha3ap ayAapaTtbiHblH KepceTeAi. AAaraa, OCbl e3repictep-
AiH 6acTtamacbl 60AbIN TabblAaTbiH, GHacka EAAEPMEH >KBHE YbIMAAPMEH bIHTbIMAKTACTbIK, CasicaTbiHa
oTe a3 KOHA OBAIHETIHAIM aHbIKTAAADI.

Makana mateprasasapb xofFapbl GiaiM 6epy >KyHeciHe KbI3bIFYLbIAbIK, TaHbITKAH KE3 KEAreH i3ae-
HyLIire KeMek Kypabl 60Aa aAaAb.

Tynince3aep: KasakcraH, xxorapbl 6iaim 6epy, BoAoH ypaici, pedhopma, MHTepHALMOHAAMBALMSAQHY .
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Mpob6Aema nccaep0BaHMS CUCTEMbI BbicLLero oopasoBaHusi Kasaxcrana

OCHOBHOW LIeAbIO AQHHOW CTaTbM SIBASIETCS OMPEAEAEHME YPOBHS M3YUYEHHOCTU NPOOAEM cucTe-
Mbl Bbicllero o6pasoBaHus B KasaxcraHe. Bbiciiee ob6pasoBaHue, MAM BbiClLee NPohecCroHaAbHOE
o6pa3oBaHMe, — 3TO YpPOBEHb MPOCECCMOHAABHOTO 06pPa30BaHUSl MOCAE CPEAHEro MAM npodhec-
CMOHaAbHOTO 06pasoBaHms. CucTema BbiClero 06pa3oBaHUs SIBASETCS OAHMM M3 (PakTOPOB, BAUSIIO-
LMX Ha YPOBEHb M MEPCrekT1Bbl SKOHOMUYECKOrO M COLMAAbHOIO pasBuTMs. TakxKe, MOCKOAbKY 3TO
HanpsIMyio CBSI3aHO CO CTpaTerver pasBuTMS rOCYyAApPCTBA, 3HAYMMOCTb 3TOM TeMbl oueBuAaHa. [pu
U3YYEeHUU AQHHOM TEMbl Mbl MPOBEAM MCTOPUOrpapuUUeckuini aHaAm3 MCCAEAOBaHUIA, MPOBEAEHHbIX
NPEACTaBUTEASIMU PA3AMYUHbIX Chep HayKM, M3ydalolmx CUCTEMY BbiCllero obpasoBaHus. B xoae mc-
TOPUYECKOrO aHaAM3a OblAM BbISIBAEHbI OCHOBHblE OCOGEHHOCTM OTeUeCTBEHHbIX U 3apyBesXKHbIX MCC-
AeAOBaTEAEl B M3YUYeHMM CUCTEMbI BbiCLLEro o6pasoBaHus 1 ee npobaem. BbiA caeAaH cuctematmyec-
KW aHAaAM3 MCCAEAOBAHWI, MPOBEAEHHbIX B Pa3AMUHbIX 06AACTIX Hayku. PesyAbratbl MokasblBaloT,
4YTO MCCAEAOBaHUS, MPOBOAMMBIE O cucTeme obpasoBatus KasaxcraHa, B GOAbLLENR CTeneHn OpueH-
TUPOBaHbl Ha PeOPMbI, UX pearsaumio 1 pesyabtatbl. OueHb MaAO BHMMAHUS YAEASIETCS MOAMTUKE
coTpyaHuuecTBa KazaxcraHa ¢ ApyrMmMm CTpaHamm 1 OpraHu3aumaMu, KOTOpble SIBASIIOTCS OCHOBHbIMM

MHULUMNATOPaMKM 3TUX npeo6pa303aHMl71.

MaTepma/\bl CTaTbM MOTYT OblTb MOAE3HbI Ka>XAOMY COUCKATEAIO, KOTOprVI MHTEpeCcyeTca Cucre-

MO BbICLLIErO 00pa3oBaHms.

KatoueBble caoBa: KasaxcraH, Bbicliee ob6pasoBaHue, BboaoHckuin mpouecc, pedopMmbl, MH-

TepHauMOHaAMn3alms.

Introduction

Education is a continuous process of upbringing
and training, carried out for the purposes of moral,
intellectual, cultural, physical development and the
formation of professional competence (Law of the
Republic of Kazakhstan of July 27, 2007 No. 319-
11 “On Education” (with amendments and additions
as 0of 01/01/2019).

The educational system is one of the most
complex systems — filled with scientific regularities,
new teaching technologies, and depends on
the political, economic and social state of the
government (Tulebaev, 2006: 10).

The system of higher education is one of the
factors determining the level and prospects of
economic and social development of the Republic
of Kazakhstan. As it is directly linked to the
development strategy of the state, the relevance of
this topic is evident.The main purpose of the article
is to determine the level of research that has been
conducted on the problems which exist within the
higher education (HE) system in Kazakhstan. Thus
we made an attempt to clarify the following points:

To determine and convey the level of previous
studies on problems of the Kazakhstani HE system;

To classify them according to their research
interests;
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Identify the peculiarities of the issues raised.

The main hypothesis is that, in our opinion,
studies conducted on the education system of
Kazakhstan are more focused on reforms, their
implementation and results. Very little attention has
been paid to the policy of Kazakhstan’s cooperation
with other countries and organizations that are the
main initiators of these transformations.

Methods of Research

During the study, the following methods were
used: historical analysis, comparison, analysis,
synthesis and evaluation.

Main body

The education system in Republic of Kazakhstan
is based on the principle of non-participation and
continuity of educational and training programs,
which includes the following levels of education:

The policy of our state in the field of education,
expressed in the contents of the Concept for the
Development of Education, the State Program for
the Development of Education has redefined the
main purposes of education and formulated its main
purpose as an opportunity for the full development
of the individual. Modern education is designed to
not only provide the necessary values, but also to
protect and strengthen social values, and expand
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the prospects of humanism and citizenship. Thus,
as Bakisheva notes, education becomes such an
important tool for organizing life activity — the basic
idea of education is changing, instead of the idea
of “education for life” that existed for a long time,
the idea of “education throughout life” emerged
(Bakhisheva, 2006: 139-140). The overall goal
of educational reforms in Kazakhstan is to adapt
the education system to a new socio-economic

environment (Amanzholov, 2011: 62). It can be said
that during the years of independence, Kazakhstan
has made a major breakthrough in reforming the
system of HE and adjusting towards a market-
oriented system. National policy has focused
on international experience based on today’s
competitive economy needs in reforming the HE
system. To achieve this, the government has adopted
several new agendas.

postgraduate education (PhD degree)

post-secondary education (Bachelor degree)

secondary education (general secondary
education, technical and vocational education)

primary education (elementary schools)

higher education (MR degree)

basic secondary education

pre-school education and training
(kindergardens and nursery)

(Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan of July 27, 2007 No. 319-III “On Education”
(with amendments and additions as of 01/01/2019).

Regarding the peculiarities of reforms
conducted within the HE system of Kazakhstan,
scholars consider it to be divided into four stages.

In 1991-1994, the following legal and regulatory
frameworks were formed: the creation of higher
education institutions and updating specialties,
the formation of the multi-level higher education
institution, the academic degree of bachelors and
masters.

1995-1998 — modernization of the higher
education system, updating its content: the first
Kazakhstani educational standards in 310 specialties
of HE were adopted, and a new edition of the
Classifier (list) of higher education specialties of the
Republic of Kazakhstan was approved — providing
for 342 specialties. The non-state education sector
was actively developing.

1999-2000 — decentralization of management
and financing of education, expansion of academic
freedom of educational organizations: the

management system of educational organizations
was  decentralized;  fundamentally  changed
the principles of admission to HE institutions;
transitioned to training specialists with HE based
on the state general education order; by providing
applicants with on-course basis of state educational
grants and state educational loans a new model of
forming a student contingent of higher educational
institutions was introduced.

Since 2001, the strategic development of the
higher education system: the main directions of the
progressive development of higher education in the
21st century have been determined. (Myrzabekov,
2014:3-4)

It should be noted that the main trends in the
development of higher education were the rejection
of the state monopoly on education, the abolition
of cruel centralized management of education
and the strict regulation of the activities of higher
educational institutions. As a result, the non-state

118 Xabapuisr. [sirsictany cepusicel. Nel (88). 2019



Rustemova A. et. all

sector of higher education began to develop on
equal terms, indicating the creation of a market
for educational services, which, like any market,
develops according to the law of competition. State
higher education institutions received the right
to enroll and train students on a fee basis, thereby
diversifying the sources of funding for higher
education (ibid: 15). Hence, the modern educational
system of the Republic of Kazakhstan is aimed at
increasing the level of education as a factor in the
competitiveness of a nation (Aitkozhin, 2009: 50).

Studies on Kazakhstani HE system.

HE has been studied by various experts of
different spheres in the frame of their fields —
especially the formation of the higher education
system of Kazakhstan, the changes and innovations
in the system, and the role of the HE system in
the society. We divide scientists who conducted
scientific research on HE of Kazakhstan roughly
into two groups. The first group is domestic
researchers, and the second — foreign researchers.
Here, we can look at several categories of domestic
researchers. In particular, scholars who have
raised the issues of the HE system of Kazakhstan
in foreign scientific editions, and those who have
performed research on the HE system reforms in
different fields of science.

We conditionally divided foreign researchers
studying the higher education system in Kazakhstan
into two groups. The first group is the researchers
who offered their specific conclusions as a result of
scientific research, and the second group included
the expert data of organizations that provide special
funding and support for the study of higher education.
Now let’s talk about these issues individually.

Research on Kazakhstani HE system by
domestic scientists.

Kenzhebayev suggested to conditionally divide
historical works published in connection with the
development of HE and science in the Republic,
according to their content and ideas, into the
following four categories:

— works on the study of cultural development
and the structure of the country;

—works describing the history and destiny of the
intelligentsia of Kazakhstan;

— research on the formation and development
of the higher education and science system in the
Republic;

— works identifying the policy and strategy
of HE and scientific progress in today’s social
development (Kenzhebayev, 2009: 8).
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He also analyzed the works that reviewed the
state and trends of HE and science in the context
of Kazakhstan’s independence and globalization,
as well as their social roles and values, content,
organization, and financing. According to the author,
these scientific works also can be considered as the
basis for preparation of policies and strategies for
the development of HE (ibid: 10-12).

Didactic issues of education in the higher
education system of Kazakhstan, the problem of
change in the education which is connected with
the introduction of the higher education system in
the global process are also discussed with scientists
in the field of pedagogy. For example: Sarzhanova
G.B., Hudieva S.R., Moshkalov A.K., Sapargaliyev
D.B., Kozhamberdieva M.1., Bazhenov E.D. and so
on. A group of authors lead by Abdygapparova S.B.
and others has widely covered the credit education
system, which is an important part of the reforms in
the HE system and that have started with the entry
of Kazakhstan into the Bologna process. Here, the
authors highlighted the relevance and significance
of international documents — the prerequisites
for the introduction of a credit education system
in HE institutions of the Republic of Kazakhstan
— and compared the changes (modernization)
and peculiarities of credit technology in HE of
Kazakhstan with the system of developed countries
such as USA, France, Sweden, Spain, Belgium,
the Netherlands, Great Britain, Japan, and China.
At the same time, explanations were given to the
basic teaching and learning materials necessary
for the implementation of the credit system in the
educational process in Kazakhstan and the structures
of the materials were defined.

Other scholars focused on the following issues
of credit education in their research: the continuity
of multi-level educational programs, their structure,
content and improvement at the stage of introducing
a credit system of education (Akhmetova 2007
(a): 186). As the authors note: “succession should
be understood as the consistent deployment of
educational programs and curriculum programs
in the university and postgraduate educational
system, in a dialectical relationship with the general
education training content, with the goal of the
holistic formation of a competitive specialist’s
personality.” (ibid: 4) Akhmetova G. considers the
problems: “Trends and prospects for the training
of teachers in Kazakhstan; Problems of higher
pedagogical education in Kazakhstan; The history
of the development of higher pedagogical education
in Kazakhstan; Education of Kazakhstan in search
of the ideal; 21st century education and culture;
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Ethnocultural education in Kazakhstan; The credit
system of education as a way to modernize higher
education in Kazakhstan: from foreign experience
to finding your own trajectory; From the qualifier
of specialties to the standardization of higher
education; The future of Kazakhstan’s education
system, etc. ” (Akhmetova, 2007 (b): 249).

The next group of scientists has examined and
analyzed various issues in the higher education
system of Kazakhstan from the point of view of their
specialty. In particular, the issue of improvement of
the education control system, ensuring that highly
qualified professionals meet modern qualification
requirements in the labor market. A.A. Yeleusov
noted that “the process of Kazakhstan’s accession
to the WTO and the progress of HE explained by
globalization give rise to necessity to improve the
state control system of qualitative educational
services and training of qualified specialists.”
(Yeleusov, 2015: 5).

An economical scientist A.Yu. Abinova
considers higher education and its innovative trends
in modern conditions of economic development of
Kazakhstan. In her research, the scientist assesses
the current state and cutting-edge trends in the
development of higher education as a factor in
improving the competitiveness of the economy of
Kazakhstan and improving innovation processes
in the system of HE in modern conditions of the
Republic’s economic development. N.V. Koftanyuk
examines the improvement of the economic
sustainability of HE institutions (based on materials
from the Republic of Kazakhstan): analyzing and
evaluating this sustainability, while developing
directions for further improvement as part of the
state program for the development of HE.

The next group of scientists performed research
on the integration of independent Kazakhstan
into international organizations, and their inter-
connection to the reforms in the HE system. In
particular, political scientist M.K. Sydyknazarov
conducted research on European Union policies and
strategies to shape the European Higher Education
Area: building a model for effective management of
universities and human resources in the context of
strengthening competitive positions in the regional
and global dimension; while historian Tabynbaeva
Z.S. reviewed the issues of cooperation between
Kazakhstan and UNESCO in the field of education,
UNESCO’s educational programs in Kazakhstan,
cooperation within the framework of the program
“Education for all”, as well as the UNESCO
departments and the programs of the Associated
Schools. Moreover the scientist K.Zh. Kondykerova

explained the concept of “internationalization” in
the higher education system, emphasizing the role
of international cooperation in the economic, legal,
cultural and information spheres in the context of
globalization process by revealing the meaning of
international agreements.

Another topic discussed by scholars is the study
of interstate cooperation in the field of education
and science. It would be appropriate to note that
Japan and the Republic of Korea are distinguished
by the fact that these two countries provided
various grants to the higher education system in
Kazakhstan and supported the implementation
of the academic mobility policy. The issue of
cooperation of Kazakhstan with these countries in
the field of education has been slightly studied. For
example, a scientist F. Urazbeva who studied the
history of political, trade, economic, ecological and
cultural relations between Japan and Kazakhstan,
made a review of the cultural grants of the Japanese
government to Kazakhstan and analyzed the
history of cultural ties between the two countries.
Considering the peculiarities of development of
cooperation between the Republic of Kazakhstan
and the Republic of Korea in the field of education
and science, R. Kudaibergenova noted that Korean
diasporas in Kazakhstan play an important role in the
development of relations between the two nations.

Research published in foreign editions.

Now, we would like to focus on the works of
domestic researchers who published their articles
the Kazakhstani HE system in foreign editions.
Here, the authors considered reforms in the field
of higher education of independent Kazakhstan, in
particular, the changes and issues that have occurred
after the adoption of the Bologna process. For
example, in a scientific article titled “Changes in
the Higher Education System of Kazakhstan,” the
authors give an overview of the higher education
system in the Republic of Kazakhstan, and indicate
two weak points that need improvements. Firstly,
Kazakh universities’ management system does not
allow them to realize their potential in ensuring
accelerated economy development (R. Massyrova,
2015:51). Also, due to the low quality of educational
services provided by universities, Kazakh youths
choose studying abroad over domestic education.
Secondly, owing to the high cost of education,
sometimes citizens with average incomes are unable
to pay this expenditure.

The next group of scientists considered the
perspectives of higher education development in the
post-Soviet countries as a subject of their research.
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Here some of the key issues of reforms within the
field of HE systems were discussed, namely: high
cost of higher education, low salaries of teachers,
financing, Bologna process and cooperation in
the field of higher education of Central Asian
countries with international organizations such as
the European Foundation for Education and others,
initiatives of new regional programs etc. Yergebekov
M. and Temirbekova Zh. tried to emphasize the
effect of globalization on higher education systems
of countries newly establishing their nation states
like Kazakhstan and, in particular, to research why
Kazakhstan could not become a part of the process
despite the inclusion of the Bologna Process of
higher education (Yergebekov M., 2012: 1473).
According to the authors, the leading hindrance is
the fact that Kazakhstan’s higher education system
is still in continuity with the Soviet frame of mind.
Therefore, the “novelties” included in Kazakhstan’s
higher education system thanks to the Process in
question have become mere formalities without
practical functions (ibdi: 1477).

The next group of scholars who have considered
the issues that arose from the integration of
Kazakhstan to the Bologna process, focused on
informatization of higher education system. The
authors claim that the main mistake of the state
informatization program in HE institutions is that
every program focuses primarily on the support
of leading universities and the development of
technical infrastructure. The authors argue that the
necessity to develop and train teachers beforehand
has been ignored. Additionally the researchers
note that regional universities are often forced to
develop their own information communication
technology (ICT) infrastructure without government
support, and sometimes this is done without a real
desire from university management. Almost all
universities in Kazakhstan today are equipped with
good quality technology, however human resources
(teachers, assistants and technical specialists) cannot
fully develop their own ICT education system and
to justify the need to the use ICT in the learning
process (Sapargaliyev D., Shulenbayeva K., 2013:
471). Scientists who have considered the issue of
“Influence of mass consciousness on the quality
of higher education in Kazakhstan” on the basis of
social surveys point to the fact that at present there
is a steady tendency to decrease the motivation
of students of higher education institutions of
Kazakhstan to possess a real education. Authors
believe that in the first place, decreasing of students’
motivation in learning is provoked by a number of
the steady mythologems that have taken roots in
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the mass consciousness in Kazakhstan. Mentioned
mythologems were created during the transitional
period from planned economy to the market one;
thus observed crisis phenomenon may be considered
as an example of post-transitional crisis. As a result
of the survey authors have identified the following
three main stereotypes:

Personal investments (both in terms of effort and
funds spent) in the present technical education are
not justified; the most effective is a career manager

For a manager’s career, the actual education
and the actual level of competence do not have a
specific meaning. Decisive in a career are the tools
of corruption and family-clan ties.

Personal status in the youth environment is fully
determined by the level of income, but the level
of education hardly affects them (Obukhova P.V,,
2015:177).

Foreign scholars have also displayed interest
in the system of higher education of Kazakhstan. If
Kazakhstani scholars are primarily concerned with
the ongoing reforms and the problems that have
emerged in the process of globalization and joining
the Bologna process, foreign scholars have focused
on the key issues facing Kazakhstan’s higher
education system. Particular attention by foreign
scientists is paid to the problem of corruption. For
example, Stephen P. Heineman — on the basis of
three universities in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Georgia — compares academic freedom, honesty and
corruption in those countries. The author believes
that the most important scope that affects social
cohesion is how the universities solve the problem
of corruption in education. In his article titled “Feed
from the Service: Corruption and Coercion in the
State-University Relations in Central Eurasia,” one
of the foremost scholars on the above-mentioned
issue Ararat Osipian, considered corruption in
Central Eurasia, especially bribery, extortion,
nepotism, fraud and plagiarism. The author believes
that bribery in higher education is the result of
the interaction between the state and the science
sector. Osipian claims that the education sector is
not an oasis in the economy, but is instead exposed
to a wide range of social diseases and reflects the
socioeconomic situation in the country.

Elise S. Ahn, John Dixon, and Larissa
Chekmareva, who have sought to make a
scientific assessment of Kazakhstan’s higher
education reform and its results, discussed
issues of horizontal diversification, vertical
differentiation and inter-institutional relations
among Kazakhstani higher education institutions,
including government-led policies, adopted
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legislative documents and modernization of the
education system in the years of independence.
The authors argue the lasting imprint of the Soviet
legacy is more clearly evident, for example, the
intra-institutional operational policies (e.g.,
student admissions) and the day-to-day practices
within different HEIs (Ahn Elise S. et al., 2018:
222). Matthew Hartley and Alan Ruby not only
focused on the higher education reform, but also
their problems and described each of them as
middle and long-term issues.

Kathryn H.Anderson and Stephen P.Heyneman
discuss the challenges facing the transition to a
market economy in the Central Asian countries
(including Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan), determine
how changes in economies affect different levels of
education, describe trends in educational institutions
and draw attention to the question of how the demand
in the society and education system coincide. At the
same time, the academics consider the effectiveness
of education in line with the new requirements and
the impact of market forces on the management of
educational institutions.

Natalia Rumyantseva and Timothy C.Caboni
looked for answers to the questions as the presence
of a normative structure which regulates faculty
teaching behaviour in a Kazakhstani university in
the context of undergraduate teaching and if it exists,
then how does it compare to that of the US scholars.

Matthew Hartley, Bryan Gopaul, Aida
Sagintayeva and Renata Apergenova focused on
the desire and readiness level of academic leaders
towards autonomy and its role in the modernization
of the HE system. The researchers were guided by
the following questions:

How are academic leaders making sense of
reform efforts aimed at creating a system based on
greater institutional autonomy?

What changes are occurring on campuses aimed
at advancing reforms?

What structural, cultural, and environmental
factors are influencing how universities and their
leaders are seeking to implement reforms? (M.
Hartley et al., 2016: 283)

One of the scientists who discussed the issues
of Kazakhstan’s higher education policy, legislative
framework, statistical data, teacher-training reforms
and the problems that emerged from them is
K.Tastanbekova.

It is worth noting that international organizations
have also contributed to the analysis of changes in
the education system of Kazakhstan. We briefly
describe the contribution of these organizations to
the higher educational space of Kazakhstan:

The European Union Commission made expert
analysis of the system of higher education and
paid special attention to the factors such as the
cycle of higher education programs, conditions for
academic staff, management, internationalization of
universities etc.

The OECD focuses on the internationalization
of universities, the economic and political context,
the impact of economic diversification on the higher
education system, the quality and relevance of
education, integration in education, and innovation.

Conclusion

The experience of the academic studies make us
suggest that the changes undergoing in the system
of higher education are reforms being realized at
the state level, based on globalization processes,
derived from economic legitimacy and oriented to
international educational space and modernization.

While making a historiographical review of the
works of domestic and foreign researchers studying
Kazakhstan’s higher education system, we come to
the following conclusion.

First of all, the research done by Kazakhstani
scientists is mainly based on the reformation of
the higher education system, the process of their
implementation and the results from the point
of view of the gaps in the educational process.
Aitkozhin, Akhmetova, Parshina can be mentioned
as the leading scientists in Kazakhstan’s science,
specifically focused on the problems of introducing
credit technology into the educational process, the
conditions for the development of credit technology
curricula, comparing the credit system of developed
countries in the world and the credit system
introduced in Kazakhstan. That is, the problems
raised by domestic scientists are often limited to
detecting “symptoms of the disease”. Moreover,
among works conducted on cooperation between
Kazakhstan and international organizations in the
field of education, many researchers have noted
the programs implemented and did not address
the underlying policy pursued by different sides.
This issue is discussed by Sydyknazarov who
made analyses based on the European Union and
Kazakhstan cooperation. According to the scholar,
primarily promoted culture values implemented in
the fields of education and science are one of the
tools of soft power, and are aimed at the formulation
of common European values, the formation of a
“citizen of Europe”. The author claims that through
support in the field of education and science,
EU aims to realize the policy of training highly-
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qualified personnel and maintaining their economy
on a regular basis. As one can see, Sydyknazarov
well-illustrated the policy of internationalization
in education of EU, however this subject of the
developed Asian states’ policy towards Kazakhstan
has yet to be fully studied.

Secondly, in research published in foreign
editions, the analysis of the reforms in the higher
education system of Kazakhstan is mostly given
in comparison with the reforms carried out in the
higher education system of neighboring countries.
Above that, attention is paid to the mainstream of
the “disease” such issues as students’ consciousness,
corruption, plagiarism, the role of academic leaders
in implementation of reforms etc. In this regard
contribution done by P.Heyneman should be
noted. Thirdly, very few research has been done

on cooperation in the field of higher education
between Kazakhstan and other countries. Here we
can note only works of Kudaibergenova, however
she focused more on the role of Korean diaspora.
As for Urazbekova, she analyzed the relation
between Kazakhstan and Japan in general, and
gave just rough review of educational programs.
Therefore, we are seeing the importance to continue
this research on higher education of Kazakhstan
focusing on cooperation between Kazakhstan and
a certain Asian country. Taking into account that
Japan is one of the first countries which recognized
our independence and remains as one of the leading
partners of Kazakhstan among Eastern Asian
countries, the significance of detailed research on
cooperation in the education field between the two
countries remains relevant.
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